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IN STORES EVERYWHERE 2-26-02 


SISSY SHBIRVA 





W/COLLECTABLE PIZZA BOK PACKAGING 
UNRELEASED SONGS FROM 
haan MIDTOWN home-grown 


Benjamins The StartingLine 


“A CAPTIVARNG COMBINATION BF JRMY EAT WDALD, 
DEFFONES, AND GLASSIAW" 


"WHAT IT IS TO BURN" 
IN STORES 3.12.02 


PRODUCED, ENGINEERED, AND MIXED BY MARK TROMBING 
PO 80X 55234 SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91413 ORIVETHRURECORDS.COM > FINCHMUSIC.COM 





Under the Volcano fanzine now offers fast, affordable 


printing for fanzines and record label catalogs! 
www.underthevolcano.net 


SAMPLE PRICESH| mamrOR MORE INFO CONTACT 


5000 16pp 1/1 fanzines: $725 ~Y e: RBlackUTV@aol.com 


5000 32pp 1/1 fanzines: $998 


5000 64pp 1/1 fanzines: $1900 D» p: 631.585.7471 


10,000 16pp 1/1 fanzines: $1244 = 
10,000 64pp 1/1 fanzines: $3396 WE ALSO D0 1" FULL COLOR BUTTONS 


100: $25 500: $100 1000: $190 5000: $900 


HELPED WANTED 


Under the Volcano, Inc. is looking for bright, dedicated, self- 
motivated people to fill the following positions: 


UNDER THE VOLCANO 


ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE 


Under the Volcano fanzine is looking to broaden its advertising base. Potential candidates should have a love of underground music, above-average social 
skills, and like a challenge. We are not looking for a liaison to record labels; instead, the candidate should be able to generate his/her own leads by making 
contact with other types of companies offering goods and services of interest to Under the Volcano’s readership. 


HORROR GARAGE 


ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE 


Horror Garage, \nternational Horror Guild Award winner for “ Best Publication” of 2000, is a pioneering mix of original dark fiction and underground music 
surrounded by dayglo colors and screamin’ skulls. The candidate should be familiar with horror of all kinds—from literature to film—and should be able to 
generate his/her own leads. Book publishers, video companies, and sellers of novelty items should be primary areas of focus. 


Serious inquiries only. Earnings based on commission. No calls, please! Email Rich at RBlackUTV@aol.com 




























POB 236, NESCONSET NY 11767 


I'm actually finished kinda early with this issue, for the first time in alotta years! It's weird how much you ca 
iget accomplished when you're in the right frame of mind! Just waitin’ on a few more ads in the next week, tweakin’ slightly, 
hen... RELIEF! 

Maybe I'm finally understanding how to schedule my work habits a bit better, maybe I'll actually have time ta 
umigate my apartment, wash my car..smell the roses a bit. | kinda feel...good? 

At the end of 2001, many indie record labels, zines, etc. felt the financial trickle-down of many strange events; 
la HUGE record distributor—one that many of your favorite labels rely on to pay them, in some way—sorta bellied-up, 
sending shockwaves through some of the better indie distributor pipelines. The events of September 11th also seemed ta 
somehow slow an already sluggish economy. A lot of my friends have already lost their jobs...but hey, suck it up and move 
lon 






631. 585.7471 @ RBlackUTV@aol.com 
www.underthevolcano.net 










Bastard in Charge 
Richard Black 





In 2001. | was the poorest I've ever been since becoming an “adult.” That's scary, but liberating. You have 
‘0 learn to focus. You have to be creat.ve. You have to keep trying to find what works. You get used to noodles rather tha 
eating out. and not drinking every night. 
You try to quit smoking because cigarettes are a stupid expense 
Your friends call up and say, “Dinners on me!’ 
You smell the roses, because sometimes there's nothing else you can afford to do! 
Please buy stuff from our advertisers. Thanks for your support! 


Bastards at Large 






Mike Andriani Paul Lemos Mike Ramek 
Alex Beltaine Myk Skullboy 
Shawn Clap Chris Munity Amy Soprano 
Corporate Whore Dan McClernon Sport 
Greg Groovy Ron Noiz Keith Thomson 
Honkey Thomas Aaron “Coach Pagdon Jeff Tobias 
Krog Darren Paltrowitz Eric Weiss 







WWW.UNDERTHEVOLCANO.NET 
As Mr. Hefflon so aptly put it, “Welcome to the mid ‘90s, Rich!'Yes, it's a website! I'm not sure what kinda 
content it'll ultimately have, but it exists! Look at it! Look at it! Loooooook at it! 


Advertising Shark HELP WANTED. SORRY IF IT SOUNDS LIKE CORPORATE ASS. IT’S NOT, | ASSURE YOU... 


Scott Heffion 






UNDER THE VOLCANO ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE 
Under the Volcano fanzine is looking to broaden its advertising base. Potential candidates should have a love of 
underground music, above-average social skills, and like a challenge. We are not looking for a liaison to record labels} 
instead, the candidate should be able to generate his/her own leads by making contact with other types of companie: 
offering goods and services of interest to Under the Volcanos readership 











National Distribution 
PDG 908.813 8511 





Front Cover 
The Damned by Morat 


AD INFORMATION 


DEADLINE FOR #67: MARCH 20, 2002 
DEADLINE FOR #68: MAY 20, 2002 WANNA SENDUS AN INTERVIEW? 


SIZES 






HORROR GARAGE ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE 
Horror Garage. International Horror Guild Award winner for “Best Publication” of 2001, is a pioneering mix of original dark 
iction and underground music surrounded by dayglo colors and screamin’ skulls. The candidate should be familiar with 
horror of all kinds—from literature to film—and should be able to generate his/her own leads. Book publishers, video 
companies, and sellers of novelty items should be primary areas of focus 
















Serious inquiries only. Earnings based on commission. No calls, please! Email Rich at RBlackUTV@aol.com 









Wide x High INDIES MAJORS We're experimenting a bit here. Under the Volcano is looking for high-quality interviews to publish. We like 
many genres of music, but Punk Rock generally sets our loins on fire. Call or email us first about your 
$475.00 interview ideas. We'll require hearing the band first of course, and have some simple guidelines (below) 
once you get the go-ahead. Remember, there are no guarantees -- we're kind of dicks about the right “mix’ 
$350.00 of bands for a particular issue, and hafta REALLY like what a band is doing to run a feature 





Back Cover 7%" x 10" $350.00 






Full Page 





7%" Xx 10" $225.00 










% Page 





Th" x5" 





$135.00 







$225, 00 INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 
Please make the interview informative, interesting, and maybe even funny; questions like “What 
VTREAY CESS C88 are your influences ?” are a NO NO! Allow the band's personality to shine through, and don't 
; forget to mention the band’s current release. Please follow the general Q&A format within these f 
; Ree ph bcd eet! REQUIREMENTS: pages. Do NOT type in all captial letters, and please include an introductory paragraph that runs 
Jue Wake alkenbake avaible ni ndarthe Valeandcinc between 150-200 words. Interviews are to be send by EMAIL ONLY. Cut n' paste the interview 
38 Make ads the right size! into the body of the email, as we will not accept “attached files." Send tons of band photos and 
4 Use black ink on all art graphics, which will not be returned. Yeah, | know, all these rules...tough shit. 
i) All photos should be submitted as 85-line screen veloxes, no 
transparent film or negatives 
6 =~ Don't wait 'til the last minute! 
Press run Is a minimum of 7,000 copies 
Call Scott at 617.623.5319 for further ad info. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TABLE OF CONTENTS 


USA 1st Class $20/Canada and Mexico AirMail$25  _——| Asa SEES 
Airmail to Europe or UK $40/ Overseas Surface Mail $46 





% Page 
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Send (US Funds) or Money Order made out to Check Payable to PHOBIA 

Vital Music Mail Order (NOT Under the Volcano -- this applies to | iat hPenEeeen oi 

subscriptions only!) or well-concealed cash to: Vital Music Mail RIVAL SCHOOLS. 
Order, P.O. Box 210, New York, NY 10276. For the new Vital Music| [SOA neu M@Uuna 


catalog, send $1 applicable to first purchase. SLAUGHTER €THEDOGS: sai Sut eat cee Mirae Bice hd Wa nna ee ee MTA 
TRAFFIC VIOLATION: RECORDS 35 eee ek rs Va tear reve DC OD 
DISTRI BUTORS 5 Sounds From the Drowning eon Ve eiahy Pte ig At pea UA AEENGS sh ore Ty See 


ANDERSON, JOSEPH BERGER, BORDERS, DESERT MOON, GET HIP AUDIO REVIEWS. 
INTERPUNK COM, MANSON NEWS, NEWBORN, NEWBURY COMICS, NORTH 
ISHORE NEWS, PDG. REVELATION, TEMPERANCE, TOWER, UBIQUITY, 
UNIMAG. VIRGIN 











CLASSIFIEDS... 





UNDER THE VOLCANO OFFERS LOW COST PRINTING SERVICES FOR YOUR} 
IFANZINE OR RECORD LABEL CATALOG. CALL RICH AT 631.585.7471 








‘GREG GROOVY 


Business as usual... America is suffering a 
relapse and has begun to simply regress to the same ol' 
state of selfishness that it was in before the September 
11 fiasco. At least it's pretty apparent in New York. The 
daily rat race to emotional and spiritual nowheres, —full 
of middle finger salutes and annoying honking horns—is 
back in full swing. In some respect, we should be glad 
that the President had given us his guidance. We don't 
want to prove to the terrorists that they have won the 
battle. We must get back to a state of "normalcy," ASAP. 
Here we are, the vulture culture running at full-throttle, 
and impatient bastards that we are, we don't even bother 
to check to see if the kill is actually dead before we sink 
our teeth into 'em. Business as usual. 

Christmas came and went without much 
notice. Not in my mind at least. I've been digging in the 
retail rut for so long now that this particular day 
symbolizes nothing more to me than a day off. | do set 
aside a moment to recognize that there are souls that 
have been fully indoctrinated into the system that are far 
more dead than my own. Then of course, | wipe and 
flush! 

If you've ever seen a person flip out over the 
fact that he won't have a karaoke machine or some video 
game waiting for his kid on Christmas day, you realize 
that an 110 story building should collapse once a month 
in America, to keep its citizens in check. This will force 
them to realize what is important, and what is not. 
Unfortunately, far too often the blood dries and is 
washed away by the first rain, and lost along with it are 
the memories. The images and the stench of the 
massive carnage are gone. People so willingly let 
themselves forget. We try to dispose of the nightmares 
of the waking world any way we can, whether it's through 
sports, drink, or some other form of shitty mediocre 
entertainment (ie: Springsteen live) and hope to good 
when we wake in the morning, every thing is back to 
normal. 

Our existence has become a play set in a 
Lynch-esque surrealist landscape; replace the Bobby 
Vinton croon with Tom Petty or Billy Joel. Hold a telethon 
with some Hollywood mega-superstars; even have them 
answer phones and speak to the very denizens that 
they've tried to separate themselves from. This was to 
restore faith in the lives of the have nots? This will 
remove the stench from the squalor and make 
everything squeaky fucking clean? They've built their 
castles with giant moats, hired goon-like security firms, 
and done everything to distance themselves from the 
putrid, meager lives of the commoner. Now they want to 
stand with us, united as one? Sure.. at least until the 
coast is clear. 

I've seen the face of the devil, and from that 
day forward | simply cannot deny having seen such. | no 
longer can force the smile! I'm filled with nothing but 
revulsion. : 


6 


Business as usual means a few different 
things to me. | always keep in the back of my mind the 
classic Warzone phrase, "Don't forget the struggle. Don't 
forget the streets!" These streets have taught me no lies, 
they only speak the truth. As filthy, dirty and rotten that 
they are... they still don't possess the ability to lie, nor do 
they speak with the intent to deceive. | go back to living 
my life and earning my poverty. The former Mayor of 
New York, Rudy Giuliani, encourages out of towners to 
visit the areas pristine restaurants and spend money! 
GREAT... unless, of course, you can't afford the $12 
burgers. Tavern On the Green... fuck those elitist 
scumbags! | really hope all those shitbags go broke. 

Reality check 101: America has been dead 
for a really long time, and the collapse of the World 
Trade Center, if anything, was an opportune moment for 
us to pump a bit of reanimation fluid into its withered 
corpse, like something out of a Lovecraft short story. | 
almost believed it myself, but something really horrible 
happened: Americans decided to go back to being 
themselves. They returned to a state of normalcy...Filthy, 
greedy, self-absorbed shite bastards. And Americans 
will continue being that way... at least until another 
building comes raining down on their swelled heads. 


DOct OFate IN 
Unempl Oyment 





RS) ew, Al Clap 


"A poem," he asked, "you're not going to 
write a poem, are you?" 

From his tone, you'd think | had told him | 
was going to involve his kid sister in a three-way. 

"Yeah, a poem." 

"That's just stupid." 

"What would you know?" 

"Well, | know you're not a poet." 

"Two more," | motioned to the barkeep, 
pointing at our empty glasses. It was a Sunday night and 
she was trying to close up early. Our friends had called 
it quits hours ago. 

"Man," he said, "poetry is like masturbation. 
It should be kept private and not be made into a public 
matter." 

The drinks came. | paid. The TV above the 
jukebox was showing the news. No volume. Apparently 
there's a war going on somewhere. 

"And another thing," he said, "it's all so 
pretentious." 

"What's that?" 

“Poetry. Crazy. You have to be mad." 

"Mad as a hatter." 

That last remark was, of course, in reference 
to the Lewis Carroll books Alice's Adventures In 
Wonderland, and its sequel, Through the Looking 
Glass. When those books were written, in the 1870s, 
men's fashions were quite different from what they have 
become today. Hats were all the rage. The bowler, the 
half-stovepipe, the derby, the top hat and what have you. 
Someone had to make all those hats. 

As with any type of garment manufacturing, 


working conditions for the hatmaker were unsafe, at 
best. In order to give a top hat its aristocratic shape, the 
hat had to be dipped into liquid mercury. Hatters would 
have their arms elbow deep in mercury, shaping top 
hats. At the time, it was not yet known just how 
dangerous mercury was. So, after a long morning of 
shaping hats in the mercury tub, our hatter would eat his 
liverwurst sandwich for lunch. Along with any Mercury 
caught under his fingernails. Bon appetit! 

After months and years, people began to 
notice that the once sane hatmaker was now, well, a bit 
peculiar. Erratic, unpredictable behavior. Violent mood 
swings. Prone to suicide. Mad as a hatter. 

Somewhere along the line, a man discovered 
that mercury had more to offer than merely sculpting top 
hats. It so happens that, when enclosed in a glass tube, 
it can measure temperature. Millions of mercury 
thermometers where sold throughout the world. Nearly 
every household in America had one. Then in the 1960s 
and 70s doctors were advising people to dispose of 
those dangerous mercury thermometers. Most 
households did. Mine did not. 

Asan elementary schoolboy | played sick as 
much a possible. | would try to cheat my mother's 
thermometer by pressing hard with my tongue. 
Sometimes it worked, often it did not. On one occasion 
in particular, | felt the need to be absent so great, | 
pressed my tongue harder than ever before. The tongue, 
the roof of the mouth and the teeth all working in unison. 
Until CRACK! 

| felt the silver liquid beading up and dancing 
on my tongue. A good portion of the mercury did the 
waltz down my throat and into my belly. The rest | spit 
out along with the splinters of glass. | didn't go to the 
hospital that day. | went to school. Mad as a hatter. As 
for the poem, here we go: 


"But Don't Worry" 

| haven't owned a car in over seven years. 
Seven years of waiting for a bus in the rain. Seven 
years of pedaling a bike in the snow. 

But don't worry... 

The stock market went up today. 

We have a nitwit of a president dragging us 
into some kind of god forsaken Holy War. 

But don't worry... 

The stock market went up today. 

The sharp pains in my chest occur with 
more regularity than they use to. The tingling sensation 
in my left arm has evolved into a numbness which 
rather frightens me. | cannot fathom how | would pay for 
a visit to the doctor. 

But don't worry... 

The stock market went up today. 

| lay awake deep into the night, paralyzed 
with a fear | haven't felt since | was a schoolboy. It is 
the very same insomnia | had in 1984, when | laid 
awake wondering if tonight would be the night, when 
the Russians finally pushed The Button. 

But don't worry... 

The stock market went up today. 

The unemployment line is longer than | have 
ever seen it Longer than anyone has ever seen it. And 
the faces on The Line. It's not your usual band of 
outsiders. A lot of these people actually WANT to work. 
That is what worries me. 

But don't worry... 

The stock market went up today. 





| suppose that it was a little short-sighted 
of me to begin prophesying the end of the world in 
my last column. | was told that it was somewhat 
depressing. People always seem to be bummed out 
by notions of apocalyptic upheaval, the end of 
civilizations, and the approach of death. These things 
| do not fear. It's all quite natural, really, and the only 
way for nature to renew itself. The process is 
cleansing, though it be at the expense of individual 
human lives. Pain and suffering are unpleasant, 
however, and it is these which are more shocking to 
the system than the mere thought of global 
devastation. But | have found that with enough 
secretion of adrenaline, even pain can be overcome. 

In short, it was myopic of me and a bit 
historically egocentric to think that because the Twin 
Towers fell and we started a war with Afghanistan 
that the end of the world was upon us. It was a 
typical, frightened human-all-too-human reaction to 
an event that has thousands of historical 
counterparts, none of which gave birth to the 
Apocalypse. People certainly thought that the end of 
the world was nigh with the plagues of the Middle 
Ages, and an enlightened post-Renaissance person 
like myself wouldn't want to be as superstitious as 
pre-Copernican man. One can't help it, though, 
seeing parts of one's everyday world be reduced to 


smoking ruin and then having daily televised reports 
of the same throughout other parts of the globe. But 
a healthy dose of reason can assuage the impulse to 
panic. It is part and parcel of the social engineering 
of mass population in the Twentieth century by those 
in power to keep us all in a state of what Robert 
Anton Wilson calls perpetual "low-grade emergency.” 
This is what accounts for our fear-mongering and 
hypertensive states that keep the world (particularly 
the big cities) moving at breakneck pace. However, 
what it also does is keep us from ever being able to 
reflect on our environmental conditions and how they 
are engineered to keep us from rising up against 
those conditions which are most harmful. Quite a lot 
of scientific studies have been done on the long term 
effect of adrenal gland secretion on the body's 
systems. The results are not good. In other words, 
stress is, in fact, a killer and we should remain calm 
if we can. The Buddha sits with legs crossed smiling 
in the middle of a vast oil refinery fire with thousands 
dead and structures plummeting to the ground. Fear 
paralyzes and is, as Burroughs puts it, the "mind 
killer’. 

We are still here. Life continues with a fair 
degree of normality. Good and bad events alternate, 
and coping mechanisms are put in place. There is, 
however, a lingering after-effect of all that took place 
in September. It is hard to identify—difficult to pin 
down. But | can sense a great disturbance in the 
Force. If for no other reason than my Mom recently 
attended a King Crimson concert. 

And so | am keeping this one short. Sort 
of an apology for my last column if | created any 
undue stress for anyone. | am keeping my antennae 
poised for any further disruptions in the state of the 
noosphere, though. | will try to refrain from being 
alarmist, sullen, or tragic about whatever may come 
down the pike. One really should try to be more 
composed. 





So it took me about three years to finally get 
Rich to let me write an article, and it's been about two- 
and-a-half years since | convinced him to let me write 
this column about the web and computers. Not once did 
| mention a single porn website, which | find 
unbelievable, considering that the Internet was basically 
a major driving force both financially and technically in 
the development of the web. 

The reason | never mentioned any porn sites 
here is that there really isn't any need to write about it. 
It's there, we look at it, and it's so easy to find. So why 
am | going to write about it now? Why the fuck not? So, 
here are my first two (and hopefully last) porn related 
links I'll mention here. 

For guys, first check out 
www.voyeurweb.com where every day girls send in 
pictures of themselves. You can make a drinking game 
out of this; for every cute girl you find on the site, you 
take a drink, and for every nasty girl you find, you drink 
twice as much. Don't expect to see any pictures sent in 
from me. And make sure you spell this URL correctly, 
because | got caught in a mousetrap (where new 
browser windows keep popping up) that was frightening 
to behold. 

Also if you're interested there are tons of 
password hacking sites for porn sites out there, but be 
wary, as some of these sites set up mousetraps and 
push down Trojans (not the condom, but the computer 
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from Atlanta GA; 
Fans of Fugazi, 
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& Sick Of It All, Hot 
r Music, et al. 


“Baby Got Back”, 
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‘Deep Cover”, 
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www, radicalrecords.com : 


Online Catalog. of Punk/Hardcore/Ska/Oi! 
New: Remastered Dear Kennedys, plus: 25 Ta Life, Agents, 
Anti-Heros, Authority, Avail, Blanks 77, The Business, Cock 
Sparrér; Cuffs, Dropkick Murphs, Hot Rod Circuit, 1.CU,, 
Inspecter 7, Murphy's Law, Sex Pistols/ Exploited Tritnites, 
Oil/Skamps, Violent Society, Wretched Ones, and morel 


77 Bleecker St. NY, NY 10012 
‘919-475-1111; fx 475-3676 


CDs, LPs, Cassettes, T-shirts, Girly Tees, Tank Tops, 
Hats, Hoodies, Posters, Stickers, Giveaway items, 
plus much more! 


1,000 fully packaged CDs for $1,170* 
That's $1.17 per CD 


*(includes 4 Panel 4/1 booklet, full calor tray card, 2 color cd diss, jewel} hox and shrinkwrap) 
"(Price does nat ioclude films, crlor pront arc teeight) 


{800) 575-4414 www.inrecordtime.com 
3014 West 53rd Street Suite 17A New York, NY 10049 








virus), and not all the sites they point you to are legit or 
have already been fixed by the intended site. One site of 
this nature is www.bestpasswords.com 

On to other things... how about the fact that 
it took Rich till 2002 to get a UTV website up? Faithful 
readers, check out www.underthevolcano.net 

Also for a shameless plug, check out 
Mornoiz.freeyellow.com and download the MP3s up 
there, featuring current Two Man Advantage members, 
in past bands. 


Ale 


Raiah whemséa 





Healing Time 
"City sidewalks, city sidewalks, sorta decked out in 
holiday style." 

There were few chestnuts roasting over open 
fires (although many of the homeless returned to roast 
their toes over a flaming garbage can). Fewer tourists and 
suburban day-trippers window-shopped or filled the 
stores to buy merchandisers’ mass manufactured holiday 
cheer, and Midtown was well less insane than years 
previous, the hustle and bustle trimmed down to only 
bustle. New York basked in Mother Nature's early winter 
warmth (a gift for the healing process) and turned a blind 
eye toward the calendar, ignoring the impending dates. 
For many, the holiday gatherings would be another 
reminder of those lost on September 11th and therefore, 
the dates went un-registered. Time heals all wounds, but 
at the root of all clichés lies truth. The rebuilding of lower 
Manhattan aside, in time, New York's legendary pace will 


coming up: look for the jeriche|[bocing water split disc, the jaded salingers debut cd, 
a new chose call cd, and the first v0se of sharon full tength, also. ound two fim 
the lut sia with "animals" in april. 
visit the site fox updates, mp3o, and that sort of shit. come bach soon. 


CSP O ct cur bands don't sound the same. 


return, but TIME, please let us have TIME! 

This week, the city completed, and opened to 
the public, the first of four wooden platforms that will 
overlook the "Ground Zero" site in lower Manhattan. Any 
person can now step up and take a look at the infamous 
rubble. | recall that | saw a clip on the news while it was 
being constructed and a question mark flickered in my 
head, but | paid it no mind and it dissipated. 

As | read about its’ completion, many 
questions leapt forth from my suspicious mind. 

"Huh?" 

"Why, exactly, is that there?" 

"Why are we showing our exposed wound?" 

"Is that supposed to be a part of the healing 
process?" 

"To help us recognize our pain and fury so 
that we can move on?" 

Or possibly, because the Giuliani regime 
loved to sell the city to the tourists and 'burbs, the city is 
trying to use the rubble as a tourist attraction. 

"Is it some kinda scheme that'll make the city 
money?" 

Is there a barker with a megaphone?: "Come 
on in the city and take a look, but shop! Shop! Shop! while 
you're here!" 

Certainly the wounds are still fresh, and to 
glorify the present, instead of allowing it to become 
history (which we can learn from), feels premature and 
slightly invasive. It is too soon to erect monuments and 
such, It is too soon to define its’ significance! We have 
not yet had time to fully accept our losses and mourn. 

Personally, after witnessing the airplane 
attacks and fearing my mail had anthrax, | was numb 
before flight... whatever... went down in Queens. The 
deities though, have tested my patience. Besides the 
black cloud that looms over the city's collective 
subconscious, they have inflicted me with physical ill as 
well. | have recently been feeling a severe pain in my 
lower back and leg that | had been discovering and 
tending to with yoga. As | was leaving the house for 
Christmas Dinner with my family, | conceded the battle. | 
could no longer walk. | went back to my bed and canceled 
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my plans. Like most people | know, | do not have any 
medical coverage so | must do a little research to get 
medical help. (| tend to find that any doctor or dentist will 
see anyone for $50). | first went to an acupuncturist. It 
didn't help. Next, | made an appointment with a 
chiropractor for three days later, but, a day later, | was in 
so much pain that | had to go to the emergency room. 
(Where legally, they must treat a walk-in). | was 
diagnosed with sciatica, a common ailment, and given 
prescriptions for painkillers. There wasn't anything more 
to do about it! Sometimes surgery is necessary for the 
condition, but not for the type that | suffer from. The only 
thing to do is to wait it out. There is nothing active that | 
can do to speed up the process. | must live and deal with 
it moment by moment, and in time, hopefully, my injury 
will resolve itself. 

So, as | lay here, gimp, on the eve of the New 
Year, | reflect on the year past and consider the wounds 
to proud nations of people, the losses or physical injuries 
suffered by individuals, racial disharmonies inflamed, 
religious disharmonies capitalized upon, and pray that 
time, patient time, will salve the wounds of man as well. 


Readers: Myk doesn't have a column this ish 
because he was doing something far more 


important... bringing LIFE into the world! 





VLADIMIR DARIUS RUDNICK 
born January 7th, 2002 at 1:17pm 
CONGRATULATIONS, MYK AND LAURIE! 
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by Skullberf 


For two decades, 
Controlled Bleeding has 
released a huge body of 
work that defies 
categorization, but seems 
to telegraph future musical 
trends. Shunning any local 
"scene," the Long Island 
band became 
internationally recognized - 
for harsh sound 
experiments in the early . 
‘80s, put out records on the 
Wax Trax! label a few years 
later, then turned toward 
more ambient electronic 
work in the '90s. Can You 
Smell the Rain Between 
[Tone Casualties] mixes * 
trademarked sonic textures 
with jagged Jazz outbursts. 
Here, Bleeding founder 
Paul Lemos marks the 
band's latest—and possibly 
final—chapter.-Skullboy 





Under the Volcano: It seems like this is a period of transition 

on Ce) Zola) dco) lr = {-1-16 ale am Yel (olatersUiaat-Mere)| el ofol e-lcol an left Papa 
appears on Can You Smell the Rain Between, Chris Moriarity 
hasn't been present on recent releases. Where is he? 
Paul Lemos: Yes, the new record marks the start of a very 
different approach for us. While touching on some past musical 
ideas, this music delves into places we haven't explored before. 
Chris and | remain friends, but we haven't collaborated in 
nearly eight years. He's trying to get things going as a rapper 
out in Arizona these days. UTV: The band's name now has the 
word "The" in front of Controlled Bleeding; why the addition? 
Paul Lemos: | don't know; | guess using the article THE before 
the old group name indicates the move toward a more 
psychedelic, improvisational feel. For some reason it made 
sense at the time. 
UTV: Historically, Controlled Bleeding seems to be a (oF Tallale mele 
more experimental European labels, but this latest release 
appears on Tone Casualties in the US. How'd ya hook up with 
the label? Why wasn't Cleopatra interested in putting out this 
record? 
Paul Lemos: Tone Casualties is a label truly dedicated to the 
music they issue, and the people who run it are into the 
group...By surprise, an offer was made awhile back when | was 
talking to someone at the label about one of their igTere] gel] ate fam 
planned to review...|t really has been a pleasure to work with 
people so committed to what they're doing. Cleopatra and | 
parted ways after they solicited a track from us for their Doors 
tribute album. Without consulting me, they proceeded to edit 
out the guitar solos | had so carefully constructed, destroying 
what | had sent them...so | had a bit of a fit and that was pretty 
much the end...But they were never very interested in any of 
the music they issued, so our relationship became pretty 
pointless long before it was severed. UTV: Controlled Bleeding 
rarely plays live, but you did a European tour a few years back. 
In general, is the band just more accepted in Europe? 
Paul Lemos: Playing in Europe is just a lot more 
enjoyable...the food is great. The clubs are generally very good 
and the management is responsible. Being there is like being 
on vacation. And | think that bands from New York are more 
exotic to a European audience... Playing live was never 
aa) oLolaccTal ei Comat -M talolelelammr-larem Mar-\Vcm cael lela myy- Marlo Mell larcyalie 
together on stage. It always seemed like an act, as if we were 
trying hard to fit into the mainstream marketplace, which was 
ultimately an impossibility. This last time | came close to 
enjoying the live experience, since we just sat down and 
played...very gentle, almost progressive music... but the kids 
that showed up wanted a more violent spectacle. 
UTV: This recording is also somewhat of a musical departure 
for the project, incorporating elements of Jazz, for Taki later 
whereas you were experimenting with Dub a few years Eye lon 
How consciously do you change "styles"? Do NelUmereasiiel-18 
yourself easily bored? What else did you intend oa] akehulave a} 
the mix this time around? 
Paul Lemos: Yeah, | am easily bored, and my inspirations 
seem to change frequently. After our last album, nearly four 
years ago, and | was creatively burned out, bored with 
everything and ready to quit...and | did, allowing myself to just 
be a fan again, focusing on writing about records | like, and just 
farting about... Then at some point about a year ago, inspiration 
returned and the music started developing again...this time, 
however, | just didn't give a shit if it came out or remained 
unheard on the reels in my studio...Joe and were creating soley 
for our own enjoyment, and the shit was as unlistenable as our 


very early hard noise experiments from the early '80s.. But it 
Was a real release...Upon returning, | was able to shed my 
former self and start anew, very primitively... what started 
developing was a fractured sort of Free Jazz freeek out, 
unburdened by melody or structure...Electronics were 
completely abandoned in favor of a real live organic ensemble. 
This new Bleeding album doesn't really reflect this shift. only a 
few segments hint at what is to come in the form of two entirely 
new band projects. Anything might end up in the mix at this 
point. We had no preconceived intentions at all: we just 

fol Alo} of To M (al -maalUis Tom aal-lan 72M at-lo ms CoM ant-1 <oM-Vedat-Melliclcials 
stages of the recording, but for me the album has to be viewed 
as a unified whole despite the constant variation 

UTV: Yoshida Tatsuya of Ruins appears on a track. How did 
that come about? 

Paul Lemos: Yoshida and | were always well aware of each 
others’ musical projects through the years, and so we 
eventually stared collaborating. He's only featured on one track 
here, but he plays a major role in the two projects that are 
coming out later this year 

UTV: For a long time, your cover art was done by Arthur Potter, 
but his work has been absent lately. Why? 

Paul Lemos: There are a couple of reasons. Let's just say that 
friends should not vacation together...A trip abroad some years 
oF-Te a =1aYel-To-M oLe\u-1ai0] MiaT-atelJayl ) 

UTV: You always seem to be involved in a slew of side 
projects; are you involved with any right now? 

Paul Lemos: As mentioned, | have two other projects that are 
very important to me. | will only continue Cont. Bleeding if we 
do another record for Tone Casualties, which | hope will 
happen. Otherwise, the new bands will replace the old. The 
Breast Fed Yak CD is now mixed down and ready to go into 
production... This is a very chaotic, large, Free Jazz ensemble 
that creates a lot of mayhem. The other project, The 4 
Fistula,...is a Power Violence/Free Jazz freeekout featuring a 
number of different drummers, a slew of horns, scat singing, 
sitar etc...45 songs, clocking in under 18 minutes. This one is 
still developing, so it's too early to tell how it might mutate by 
the time the recording is finished 

UTV: By day you're an English teacher at a Catholic school: 
does the rest of the staff consider you eccentric? How do 
students react when they discover your "other life"? 

Paul Lemos: Well, | sort of keep to myself in work, and rarely 
discuss the music that |'m working on, so it really is a separate 
existence. I'm not sure just how the staff might view me. | 
guess the sort of music and art that excites me would seem 
very obscure to most of the people | work with. A lot of the kids 
have heard about my musical activities and are genuinely 
interested, but the stuff is way too out for most of them, so 
rarely do | discuss my music...If they ask me about it, |'Il 
answer their questions, but | try hard to keep it away from 
school. | will play music | like in class; we'll listen to The 
Shaggs, Boredoms, Henry Cow, Hellnation etc, and they are 
celULaToLUL-or-] ofoL UL al ema (ok) dle Mar NYZ mae Mere) aTor-10) a tat-lalanlelj[om ements 
nature actually exists 

UTV: Where is the project headed in the future? 

Paul Lemos: |'m not sure. We're just looking forward to the 
release of this new album and then we'll see what happens. 
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IM THE LATE ‘70S, THE DAMNED AND 
THE SWOWBALLING PUNK MOVEMENT 
WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ACTIVATING DROVES OF YOUTH 
SEEKING REFUGE FROM THE 
CORPORATE DRIVEL AND DISCO BEING 
FORCED DOWN THEIR THROATS. 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, THE 
BAND'S NEWEST RELEASE NOT ONLY 
GIVES THE CORPORATE RECORD 
INDUSTRY A KICK IN THE BUM, BUT 
ALSO A KARATE CHOP 10 THE NECK 
OF THE VERV SCENE THAT THE 
DAMNED HELPED CREATE. BRAVE 
DISORDER [NITRA] REMINDS PUNKS 
THAT THERE ARE NO RULES IN PUNK? 


ITS A BREATH OF FRESH AIR IW AN 
ARENA THAT HAS. BECOME SOMEWHAT 


“STALE AND PORMULATC. | HAD AN 
_ DPPORTUNITY 10 CHAT WITH DAMNED 
° FRONTWAN DAVE VANIAN DURING 
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Damned 


BY GROOVY 





Under the Volcano: You guys were calling it a day when 
NVfoLe I al= Tom dat= mi afl ar-]mBY-Vanlar-le(olamn coll] aa 

Dave Vanian: No, well that wasn't actually true, as you see, 
‘cause l've never gone away. That's what the tour was 
called. | guess it was just the way the situation was at the 
time. We took a little hiatus of about a year or so. | went off 
and did the Phantom Chords, and Rat did different italiane ise 
The band never actually said, "We quit!" or called it a day. 
The only that happened was in the second year of the band 
when Brian [James] split the band up. We continued 
NVAidarelelal allan 

UTV: What are the elements in that world that you draw 
inspiration from that keeps you guys going? 

Dave Vanian: It's a cliche, but we love making music, and 
experimenting with music. You never learn enough, and 
you never know enough. There's always been something 
new to do. It's actually the other way around; | wish I'd done 
more. Perhaps | could get some more in the next few 
years. 

UTV: Is it true you were a grave digger before you were in 
ital—m ofl ale ig 

Dave Vanian: For about a year and a half. 

UTV: Did you learn any good stiffy jokes on the job? 

Dave Vanian: It wasn't that kind of a job. | was mostly on 
my own. The one good thing about the job was it meant | 
fofoTU] Co Milali=1abre [el (eidNVar-lare Me(—1eo(o) Vann Col Mol ato[ola mom fold Qi a} 
the band and stuff. 

UTV: The Damned was the first British Punk band to 
release a record, have a hit record, and the first to tour 
America; what do you, personally, consider to be the band's 
finest achievement? 

1BE-WW-WAVE- Tal F-1g Ma Mal om of-]avo Rw ay-t1er-Tolall-VZ-laal-iai ef 

UTV: Yes. 

PE \WI-MAYE-Tal t= la Placa ol-\-lawellaccig-ialalel-¥-] Wr |ale| troughs. We've 
been though a lot of bad times. Obviously, the first album. 
The Phantasmagoria era—and now—are real highs. 
There's a lot of small ones in between, but those are the 
ones you Can measure artistically, and in some sort of 
monetary sense. 

UTV: Would you consider getting kicked off of the Anarchy 
In the UK tour a fine achievement? 

Dave Vanian: That whole thing was really quite weird. 
What happened was, we were on tour before that, we 
actually had big crowds coming to see-us. The Pistols 
hadn't been on tour; they used to play to maybe 20 or 30 
people at the time. The tour was put together by Malcolm 
with the Heart Breakers, The Clash, us, and the Pistols. 
The Pistols went on the Grundy show. The next morning all 
the papers had pictures of them on the front covers. "Filth," 
and "Outrage," and all this stuff. Suddenly Malcolm didn't 
need us anymore. That's why we got bumped off the tour. 
Plus the fact that after the program, most of the venues 
didn't want to have the Sex Pistols on. The gigs started 
fot=1diate rer-laver=)|(-te i=] atom (a-MWiaTe) [= thing fell apart anyway. 
We got bumped off because we just weren't needed 
anymore. At the time we were there to fill seats. 

UTV: How does being on Stiff in 1976 compare with 
releasing a new record on Nitro in 2001? 

Dave Vanian: There are similarities of course. The big 
difference is, when Stiff was doing the things they were, 
especially [Stiff founder/ Damned manager] Jake Riviera, 
they were really pioneering things that hadn't been done 


back then, that seem commonplace now. Stupid things, like 
the size of a poster. There were posters all over London for 
The Damned that had never been made that big ever 
before. Colored vinyl, just the ideas of doing things with 
slogans... It was its own little company, so they were hands 
on all the time. 

| think Nitro are like that, in the what they're a 
smaller company. The groundwork is already laid for them. 
They are just a really good record company. The nice thing 
is you know who you're talking to. They still need to get 
their backsides kicked in now and again, the same as any 
company. There is a certain level of complacency in the 
business where "No" shouldn't mean "No." It should mean, 
"Well, how do | get it to be ‘yes'?" There are ways to do it. 
We're working on it. It's a good partnership. That's the 
difference with Nitro. It's much more of a partnership, 
where you work with the company, whereas Stiff and the 
labels we had after that were basically The Label and The 
Band. So we tend to do a lot more work. Basically. [laughs] 
UTV: At least you know it's getting done. 
Dave Vanian: Well that's it. It's a good thing. It can be 
annoying at times. Hopefully it'll work out good for 
everybody ; 
UTV: The band, in the past has had a few notable 
members—Culture Club's Jon Moss, Brian James who later 
played in Lords Of The New Church, and most recently 
Patricia Morrison of Sisters of Mercy fame. Do you seek out 
the talent, or do you just run across these people? 
Dave Vanian: | think it's that we attract eccentrics, more 
than anything else. They tend to gravitate towards us 
because The Damned has this thing about it that attracts 
those people. So we've been lucky, really. Hopefully there'll 
be a few more 
UTV: How did Patricia end up joining the band? 
Dave Vanian: It's a simple story. Paul [Gray] could be 
unreliable, and within the period he was in the band he'd 
leave at different times. This particular time there was 
some trouble at a show in London. We'd only played two or 
three numbers, and he went off stage and said he didn't 
want to do it anymore. | think it was more of a tantrum, but 
it was like the boy who cried wolf. You can only do it so 
many times. So he was basically out. Captain suggested 
that Patricia play bass because she was a bass player. 
He'd also had done a little bit of guitar work for her on 
some solo stuff she was working on, so he knew what she 
was like 
UTV: Back in the day when Phantasmagoria came out, the 
band had gotten some notoriety as being goths, though you 
were still known for having some sense of humor. How 
much do you find humor factors into the music? : 
Dave Vanian: | think we have everything in there though: 
the album is a complete gamut of emotions. It takes you on 
a journey of sorts. There are different themes, different 
feelings... there's humor, but there are political messages. 
Serious, heartfelt... like anything, really. Working with 
Captain you're never going to be a band that's 100% 
serious, and I've got a sense of humor—believe it or 
not—as well. There will always be a sense of irony there, 
and a little bit of dark humor. The thing is, it's reinforced 
NV/italme [erele i aalUi-tfer[-1al-iall om u at-m@r-0)(-] [aioe imilal-me|Ulitlacienclale 
| think sometimes that's overlooked, where as someone like 
Angus Young is taken seriously as a guitarist:... A guy who 





Up Next: KNIVES AND GR 


struts around in a school uniform! Work it out yourself! 
[laughs], 

UTV: Besides a good guitarist, he seems to be a good 
practical joker as well. 
Dave Vanian: He can be. 

UTV: Who in the band tends to be the better joker? Who do 
you go to when you seek comic relief? 

Dave Vanian: [laughs] | don't look for it [laughs]... It just 
arrives. 

UTV: Well you guys appeared on The Young Ones, which 
we've seen as reruns stateside. Did you view that as being 
Tan) eke)a tla) tt 

Dave Vanian: Well, it was just a great show to do. Their 

10Y] ol-me) mere) ant=xe Nau ar-(e Mat-\V(=1e el-1-1ae-\-1-1 alm o]-1(0)] (Am cal-| fe] 4a) | 
sitcom that they did. Separately they were very good, 
together they were fantastic. It was just a great show. They 
had quite a few bands on every week. You never Know who 
was going to be on. Motorhead were on there, Madness, 
and | think Dexi's were on one week. We just got a really 
good episode. It was great 'cause a lot of people got to see 
us, and hear The Damned, who never would have. 

UTV: Now it's just living on its reruns. A whole bunch of 
kids keep getting turned onto the show. 

Dave Vanian: Yeah, | know. | keep seeing it back home all 
the time. It's on cable. 

UTV: How has the tour of the States been going? 

Dave Vanian: Very good. We have about nine shows left. 
UTV: How have the audiences been? 

Dave Vanian: The audiences have been great. The New 
York show was fantastic. Most of them have been. There's 
a complete across the board diversification in people that 
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are coming to see us. It's not just the old guard that 
remember us. There are loads of young kids who bought 
the album and love it, which is good because it's a lot of 
people who are fresh to the music. To them it's their first 
Damned album, which is quite strange. It's cool because 
we have a wealth of crap that they can get into after. 

REET ere Lak=3| : 

UTV: | saw Phantasmagoria going for 30 bucks. 

Dave Vanian: Is it?... | take it that's when you sort of got 
into the band. 

UTV: Probably around '86 or '87. I'm 27 

Dave Vanian: All right... yeah... 

UTV: | have one more for you, and then I'll let you go. 
WAVAate1ucm carom natol=mere)anlanre)aimaaltsvere) ale-1 elé(elaiy el-te) e][-mal-\U me) 
Dave Vanian? 

Dave Vanian: Of me? Oh god, | don't know... 
Misconceptions? Probably that |'m a foot taller. [laughs] 
UTV: Or you can make it of the band, if that's easier 

Dave Vanian: With the band, | think probably now the 
misconception would be that people think, "Oh the Damned 
didn't, they die years ago? Aren't they just old fat jaded?” 
sorta...you know... 

UTV: That's The Cure! [laughs] 

Dave Vanian: Yeah... the thing is, when people come and 
see us, they can't believe it. It's like it was all fresh again. | 
think it's because we've struggled for many years. Although 
Phantasmagoria was a big album and such, we didn't really 
get much out of that. We've remained lean and hungry, still 
| think that's what shocks people the most. 
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« In 1999, Jad Fair and Norman Blake of 
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about joining forces to record an 
album together. Talk became fact 
when Jad jetted across the Atlantic to 
Glasgow where he and TEENAGE 
FANCLUB cloistered themselves at 
Riverside Studios and laid down 12 
tracks of pure pop delight. "Words of 
Wisdom and Hope" is the culmination 
of Jad's ambassadorship, proving no 
ocean's too vast for his desire to con- 
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what he had to say. -Myk 


Under the Volcano: How long has the bar 
all original members? 
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Shane McLachlan: | think we have a always had a great bunch of 
bands here. | don't know what it is; maybe too much sun makes 
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UTV: What's next for the band? 
Shane McLachlan: We are just trying to figure out a touring 
hedule and what the next move is for the band. We have some 
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Walter Schreifels could have written the book on "How to Fucking Rock.” 
Gorilla Biscuits; Youth of Today; Quicksand; These bands have inspired 
legions and influenced entire music scenes. Walter's latest band, Rival 
Schools, defines "Super Group," featuring lan Love on guitar, along with 
former Civ members Sammy Siegler on drums and Cache Tolman on bass. 

Rival Schools’ debut release, United by Fate [Island], was clearly 
one of the best records of 2001. While it's not a sound one would typically 
expect from veteran Hardcore talent, this eclectic collection of songs, 
whether a ballad or Quicksand style track, undeniably resonates with 
sincenty and genuine emotion. For this reason, | felt compelled to discuss his 
bathroom habits and thoughts on female bodybuilders.-Weiss 


Under the Volcano: | was happy to hear the Rival versions of a few Worlds' 
Fastest Car tracks on the new record. What exactly happened with that 
band? Will you ever officially release that material? 

Walter Schreifels: Thanks, I'm glad to have them officially released and out 
of my closet. | could never settle on a line up for WFC. | always felt there was 
a missing piece. | guess it just wasn't meant to be, but there was some really 
good material all of which until | used those few songs for Rivals was going to 
waste. |'m not likely to release that stuff anytime soon, but maybe someday. 
UTV: | recently purchased a Rival T-shirt from your merch guy during your 
show at the Knitting Factory. While it appeared to be new and quite stylish, it 
also featured the distinct bouquet of Falafel and Glade Air Freshener. What's 
up with that? Did | win something? Will it be worth money? 

Walter Schreifels: Yes, you win a beer bong hat and a "billie" shelf unit from 
IKEA. Claim your prize at a participating location. 

UTV: The split with Jonah's OneLineDrawing on Some Records is amazing! 
Do you have plans to do similar projects with other artists in the near future? 
Walter Schreifels: Thanks, | would love to do something like that again when 
the time comes, but we don't have any plans right now. 
UTV: What are your thoughts on female bodybuilders? 
Walter Schreifels: It makes me feel wierd. 

UTV: | just read that you made a video for "Used For Glue,” 
which is definitely one of my favorite songs on United By 
Fate. | remember hearing that "Good Things" was going to 
be the first single. What brought about the change in plans? 
Walter Schreifels: The logic is that there is greater 
potential for us to meet a wide audience with a more 
aggressive track. | like both tracks, so I'm trusting the 
experts at Island/Def Jam. 

UTV: Why did you decide to do your first shows in 
England? Was the band well received? 

Walter Schreifels: | thought it was more adventurous to 
play in a foriegn country. England is great to tour in because 
it's a small country, they speak English, and they like our 
band. 

UTV: Have you ever toured Germany? Did you have the 
chance to see a scheisse video? Man, that's gross! 

Walter Schreifels: Yes, we were in Germany for a week or 
so. | didn't see much scheisse, but | tried to take one 
everyday. 

UTV: What don't you miss about New York while you are 
touring? 

Walter Schreifels: FDNY and PDNY merchandise for sale 
on every corner. Is that bad? 

UTV: Where was the worst bathroom you have encountered while on tour? 
Did you use it? 

Walter Schreifels: I've blocked it out, and | hope not. 
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UTV: The influence that Gorilla Biscuits and Quicksand have had on other 
artists is evident. It seems that your music is always one step ahead of the 
trends and the material is never recognized at the time for its innovation. 
What are your feelings on that? 

Walter Schreifels: When are these people gonna catch up with me and 
make me rich? 

UTV: If you, Civ, and Don Fury were forced to have a tagteam, 
no-holds-barred wrestling grudge match, who would it be against? 

Walter Schreifels: In mud, with The Donnas. 

UTV: What brought about the Over the Top arm-wrestling matches at your 
gigs? 

Walter Schreifels: Appreciation of fine film. 

UTV: Have the shows been too crowded lately to continue the competition? 
Walter Schreifels: The shows have been too crowded, and the guy who 
used to organize it took a job teaching, and our new guy is too shy. 

UTV: Has any other body of work by Stallone been as conducive to the 
collective consciousness of Rival as Over the Top? 

Walter Schreifels: Cliffhanger, the finest film of the mountain climbing 
genre, period. @ 
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There is a horrible band on RCA called Skrape; it’s because of them that the New York City Scrape had to 
change their name. Now Scrape goes by the name of Scar Culture, and has gotten a reputation for being one 
of the most brutal bands to hit this area in ages; it’s hard to argue that after listening to the band's debut 
album on Century Media, titled Inseribe. Under the Volcano does the best we can to support local bands, and 
| can’t think of anyone more deserving of that attention than Scar Culture. Guitarist John Conley and frontman 
Pheroze Karai were kind enough to field some questions.-Myk 
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Under the Volcano: Tell me about the members of the band. 

John Conley: Well, | myself am a New York native, born and raised in 
Queens. I've been playing guitar for just about 10 years now, and am 
constantly realizing that I've only just begun. 

Pheroze Karai: | was born in London to Indian parents, and grew up back 
and forth between the Middle East and India. | left home at 13 and came to 
school in the US, and have been here ever since. | started playing guitar 
when | was 12, and was always singing along with anything | heard all my life! 
UTV: How has Sept. 11th affected you as a New York band? 

John Conley: September 11th was a tragedy for the nation, but what New 
Yorkers in particular feel is indescribable. Asides from the loss of life and the 
lives that have been shattered, we lost our blind sense of security. After 
almost four months, things seem to be moving on for those of us that still 
stand. There are bills to pay and dreams to be realized, and no one is going to 
stop us from achieving all that we can. 

UTV: What was it like working with producer Billy Milano? 

John Conley: Billy was great! Growing up, | was a huge fan of SOD and 
MOD. It was an experience for both Scar Culture and Billy. Billy had never 
worked with a band like us, so he brought a perspective to the table that other 
people might not have. His prime directive was to make our record the 
heaviest thing possible without sacrificing quality for cliché. If he wasn't happy 
with the direction of something, you knew about it! He's not a timid or quiet 
guy by any stretch... but the ends most definitely justified the means. 
Pheroze Karai: Billy is a very intelligent person. Just through conversing with 
him and hanging out, we learned a lot about what we were up against in order 
to make any kind of impact in music. 

UTV: Why the name change for the band? 

John Conley: We started out as Scrape at the end of 1997. Our first show 
was January of 1998 with the almighty Brutal Truth at Castle Heights. For the 
better part of three years we busted our balls to get our name out. We played 
lots of shows, passed out free tapes, had free stickers and patches, and got 
on whatever compilation CDs we could. We were doing pretty well. We had 
responses from Texas, to California, to Sweden, to Russia. We decided that 
we should release a CD, on a label, or on our own, if necessary. We recorded 
what would be our debut and shopped it. When things were more or less 
locked with Century Media, they suggested that we change our name. They 
felt that Scrape was a bit generic for us. We told them to go fuck themselves 
since we had done nothing for three years but spread the name. Then along 
came Skrape. Things were getting a bit confused when they were on the 
Slayer/Pantera/Morbid Angel tour, and it wasn't doing us any good. So at this 
point it was in our best interest to change our name to something that would 
be easily identifiable. 

UTV: What brought you to 
go with Century Media? 
John Conley: Distribution 
is the key. We realized that 
they could get the record 
out to more places than we 
could on our own. They're 
doing all they can to 
advertise and get us out to 
people. 

Pheroze Karai: We signed 
basically to get the record 
out a lot further than we 
could ourselves. Century 
Media has also proven 
themselves as the stand out 
label among all the other 
indie Metal labels out there, 
in attitude and 
professionalism. It was 
when | met members of the 
staff at Century Media that | 
really started to feel more 
comfortable with going 
ahead and signing the deal. Century Media has a great staff in the US and 
they really care about what they do. 

UTV: How was your tour with Enslaved and Electric Wizard? 

John Conley: Some of the shows were definitely better than others, but over 
all it was fucking awesome! All of the other bands were the coolest 
motherfuckers. It was great to be a part of such an eclectic package. Every 
one of the bands on the bill had something different to offer. 


UTV: Tell me about the cover of /nscribe; what's with the eyeball logo? 
Pheroze Karai: When the artist and | met about designing an album cover, 
he asked me about my lyrics. | don't talk much about my lyrics, so | just gave 
him a copy of them and told him to go on ahead and come up with what he 
felt from the vibe the lyrics gave him. We also sat down and had a long 
conversation about everything, from music, to martial arts, to social issues. . 
So he went ahead and drafted up something and told me the ideas behind it, 
and | loved it. It fit the vibe of the band and lyrics really well. As far as what 
the specifics behind the art are, | kind of like it when people draw their own 
ideas and feelings; when people make someone else's creation adapt to their 
persona, so I'll leave the specifics behind it alone! 

UTV: What are some of the influences that Scar Culture draws from? 

John Conley: |'m really into a lot of Death Metal. Cryptopsy, Soilent Green, 
Skinless, Brutal Truth, Cephalic Carnage, Dying Fetus... But | also really dig 
Hatebreed, Judge, Inhuman, Discharge, the Misfits, AC/DC, Slayer... there 
are just so many things that get me going. 

Pheroze Karai: Lyrically, | draw mostly from observations of myself and other 
people. A lot of human nature from spiritual, mental, and emotional aspects. 
Musically, | listen to a lot of Soundgarden, Mr Bungle, FNM, old Motown, 
Soul, and various music from India. On the heavier side, | listen to At the 
Gates, VOD, Sigh, really got into Macabre through touring with them. 

UTV: What's next for the band? 

John Conley: We're looking to tour our asses off to get /nscribe out to 
everyone. We're also working on new material to keep our chops up. 

UTV: If there was one band you could tour with, who would you choose? 
John Conley: Pantera. Most definitely. 

Pheroze Karai: Prince.... no... Pantera would be great; Mr. Bungle and pretty 
much any Patton project. 
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So you think your plaid bondage pants, steel-tged Docs, and black flight jacket 
make you Punk Rock, huh? Well lemme tell a, if you never heard of Slaughter 
and the Dogs, then you don't know the meaning of the word. Hailing from across 
the pond, England's Slaughter and the Dogs has been around since the very 
inception of Punk Rock, playing some of their first gigs with the Sex Pistols before 
making a name for themselves with their classic debut album, Do it Dog Style, 
which harbored their most well-known song, "Where Have All the Bootboys 
Gone?" With their new record, Beware of... [TKO], their first new studio album in 
over twenty years, and a full-fledged US tour in support of it, Slaughter and the 
Dogs are going to have a whole new generation of leather-clad misfits doing it 
“Dog Style.” Guitarist Mick Rossi ag@wered my questions.-McClernon 
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Under the Volcano: Why don't you introduce yourselves to the loyal 
UTV readers. 

Mick Rossi: The lineup for Slaughter & the Dogs is: Wayne Barrett, 
lead vocals; Mick Rossi, guitar; Noel Kay, drums, and JP Thollet, 
bass. 

UTV: Slaughter & the Dogs has been around for quite a while, to say 
the least. Perhaps you could give a little history about the band so that 
people can have a better idea what you're all about? 

Mick Rossi: We formed Slaughter in our hometown of Wythenshaw, 
a working class suburb in Manchester. We gained a small cult 
following, which led to our first major gig in Manchester opening for 
The Sex Pistols. After about six more months of intense gigging we 
secured a record deal which resulted in Do /t Dog Style. We 
continued to tour over the next several years playing England, Europe, 





and as far afield as Japan. 

UTV: It's been over 20 years since the release of your last studio 
album. What have the members of the band been up to in this time 
and what brought about your break in making music together? 

Mick Rossi: We have all been very active as individual musicians. 
Wayne Barrett lives and works in Lyon, France as does our rhythm 
section. | myself live in Los Angeles and have worked on several 
albums with various artists: Michael Aston of Gene loves Jezebel, 
Andi Sexgang, Pete Wiley, Martin Degville of Sigue Sigue Sputnik, 
etc, etc. As for our break in music together, we just felt it was time to 
have a break and explore new avenues. 

UTV: So what made you decide that it was time to start playing 
together again? 

Mick Rossi: It was really down to a promoter in England called 
Darren Russell. He had organized a huge Punk festival in England 
and wanted Slaughter to headline one of the nights, so Wayne and | 
thought it would be a good way to test the water again. The response 
was amazing, and it felt like "fun" again, as it did when we first started 
out. 

UTV: It seems that a lot of the first wave British punk bands have 
lately been reforming or just becoming more visible again. Some have 
been great, like Cocksparrer and Angelic Upstarts, and others have 
been not so great. Do you feel that fans of you previously will maintain 
an interest in your reunion as well as your new material? 

Mick Rossi: | hope so. Slaughter & the Dogs are an extremely honest 
band; what you see is what you get. It's a two way thing for us: we like 
to include the audience, we put a hell of a lot of work into each and 
every gig. As for our new album Beware of... we are so proud of it. 
UTV: It seems that on your new album, Beware of... your sound has 
changed somewhat since Do /t Dog Style, adding in more Glam Rock 
n' Roll elements, while the strong British accent heard in songs such 
as "Where Have All the Bootboys Gone?" seems all but gone. Was 
this a conscious transition or just natural? 

Mick Rossi: | think it's just the natural growth of the band: it certainly 
was not a conscious transition. What we were conscious of making 
Beware of... is that it is now 2002 and we didn't want to be a parody of 
our old material. We wanted to present Slaughter & the Dogs as we 
are today. | see Beware of... very much as an older brother to Do /t 
Dog Style. 

UTV: Does it ever bother you that some people who have heard of 
Slaughter & the Dogs will forever relate you to "Where Have All the 
Bootboys Gone"? 

Mick Rossi: No. We're very proud of that song, and it reflected what 
we were feeling and living at that time. 

UTV: The new record was released on TKO Records, known as one 
of the best Punk/Oi! labels around. How did you happen to hook up 
with them, and how are they treating you so far? 

Mick Rossi: We met Mark Rainey, chairman of TKO in San 
Francisco. As for treatment by the label We have the utmost respect 


Punk is an attitude. It's about being yourself, and staying true to yourself. 


for Mark and his crew. He's an extremely supportive, fair, and 
intelligent man. We are definitely on the same page with Mark. He 
sees the long term plan for Slaughter & the Dogs as clearly as we do. 
He's just great. 

UTV: On the recent Holidays In the Sun show in San Francisco, talk 
spread all the way to the East Coast about how Slaughter & the Dogs 
stole the show. What did you think about the whole show, and was 
this your first time in the States? If not, how did this trip compare to 
previous trips? 

Mick Rossi: Yes, it was our first US show. We were thrilled with the 
response we received from the audience. They were incredible. | felt 
we were firing on all 4 cylinders that night, and the audience gave it 
right back to us. So, if this is anything to go by, we can't wait to hit the 
US on our up and coming tour. 


UTV: How long is the tour, and when will it start? 

Mick Rossi: It starts in Seattle on January 30th, and takes us through 
various cities all over the US until the first week of March. 

UTV: How have your feelings changed about punk in general, from 
the scene to the music itself, considering that some of your first shows 
were opening for the Sex Pistols in 1976? 

Mick Rossi: It's not changed that much. Punk is an attitude. It's about 
being yourself, and staying true to yourself. If you subscribe to this, 
the result will be an honest reflection of who you are. 

UTV: Are there any bands out today that make your head turn and 
your knees buckle? 

Mick Rossi: For me personally | love Oasis. | like The Strokes; and of 
course | still listen to The Sex Pistols and Iggy Pop. 

UTV: On Beware of... you have an excellent new version of "Hell In 
New York." In spite of everything that has happened, this song seems 
very poignant. Was this song re-recorded with what happened in 
September in mind, and how did the events in New York affect each 
of you? 

Mick Rossi: Firstly, the album was in the can during the summer of 
2001. We recorded it in Manchester during the month of August. As 
you know Dan, “Hell In New York" was originally recorded in 1979, 
and yes, it does take on a whole new meaning with the terrible events 
of 9/11. We were all devastated by 9/11. It really left all of us feeling 
both numb and enraged. | have a lot of friends living in New York, and 
| was very concerned for all of them. 

UTV: Slaughter also made a video for the single "Saturday Night 'til 
Sunday Morning," my favorite track on the new record. What was it 
like making a music video and where do you think it will be shown? 
Will it ever reach MTV? 

Mick Rossi: It was fun doing the video, but it really didn't feel like we 
were making a standard music video because a lot of it was shot 
around the seedy nightlife of San Francisco, cut together with a lot of 
live footage. It felt more like just hanging out and having fun. It was 
actually shot by a Los Angeles film director, Sean Stanek, who is 
cutting together a documentary about Slaughter and is due to be 
released on DVD late next year. 

UTV: What's your personal opinion on music videos? Do you see 
them as the Devil's tool, like so many other Punk bands? Is it a 
means of "selling out"? 

Mick Rossi: Good question and a tough question. | think one can get 
carried away with video medium. There really is no need to spend 
millions of dollars to promote a three minute song. | think if the video 
reflects truly the song and who the band are, it ain't such a bad thing. 
UTV: Thanks a lot for the interview. If there's anything else you'd like 
to add, please feel free. 

Mick Rossi: Thanks for your questions. | enjoyed it. Hope to see you 
on our tour. It was a pleasure talking with you. Happy New Year. 


25 








Teo | | Ad) fo) ee oo) aw [— 


= am) no) [= ak =) Yo) © OY | ee 


web bids 
LIARS 
ACADEMY 


TN 
liars academy american nightmare burn 


neo news is good news give blood background music cleanse 
evr 65 Ip/cci evr 64 Ip/cal evr G2 Ip/ccd Cs oll — — Bit — i mo) 


equal vision records po box 14 huucison ny 12534 usa ¢ order online at www .cqualvision.com fy 
coming soon: coheed and carnbria “the second stage turbine blade” Ip/cd 


—— oo 
CURLUPANDDIE - Unfortunately We're Not Robots * REV:107 CD/LP 


REVELATION RECORDS * P.O. Box 5232 Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232 * www.RevelationRecords.com * caming seen: DAG NASTY « ELLIOTT » BURN 











EVERY FEW YEARS A BAND MAKES AN ALBUM THAT HAS THE POTENTIAL TO CHANGE INDEPENDENT MUSIC. HERE IS ONE OF THEM. 





> f.. 


WE ARE THE ONLY FRIENDS WE HAVE 

















BIG WHEEL RECREATION ~ WWW.BIGWHEELREC.COM 








Traffic Violation Records has been chronicling the Long Island 
Punk/Hardcore scene in its own very cool way since the mid '90s. 
Mastermind Wells Tipley gave me some insight into his love of 
Punk and what keeps him going.-Skullboy 


Under the Volcano: Could you please give a brief history of the 
label? | know TVR grew out of your playing bass in Striped 
Basstards. 

Wells Tipley: Yeah dude. Me and my pals in Striped Basstards and 
Splurge all got together to release the first few Traffic Violation 
releases, beginning with the Striped Basstards/ Splurge split 7". It 
was like this thing that grew out of friendship and wanting to share 
what we were doing musically in our town with the rest of the 
punkers around the world. Slowly, people got into doing different 
stuff, and | got really interested in putting out records. So, naturally 
Traffic Violation kind of became something | worked on alone. | still 
love it today, like | did back then, though. 

UTV: Have you made any attempts to be in bands after Striped 
Basstards? 

Wells Tipley: Not really. | was in a Hardcore band that practiced a 
few times. It was me, Jon from Splurge, and Craig from Contra. We 
just tried to emulate Seein' Red from Amsterdam. We were named 
Baby Born Dead. It was totally fun, but never serious. | think a few of 
the parts we made up wound up in Contra songs. 

UTV: A lot of the records you release tend to be abrasive, 
somewhat melodic, but also political in nature. Does Traffic Violation 
Records have a specific agenda? If so, what might that be? 

Wells Tipley: | don't know if we have a specific agenda. | mean, my 
personal tastes in music are reflected in what | put out. And | like 


UTV: You're putting out the vinyl version of the latest On the Might 
of Princes record. How did that come about? What's taking so 
long? 

Wells Tipley: It came about when the LP was getting botched by 
another label. So, since | didn’t want it to be botched, | kinda took it 
over. The band and me got the test pressings back from the first 
label, and they sounded like dick. So, we're having it done at the 
more fancier pressing place, so it doesn't sound like dick. The 
record is really long, so we're having it mastered directly to copper 
and shit, so it fits on one LP. All fancy technical stuff. That delayed it 
some. It should be out soon. | think it's a great record. 

UTV: | know you tend to trade records with other labels, as 
opposed to going through "normal" distribution channels. How does 
this work, and what are the benefits of distributing records this way? 
Wells Tipley: It works out great. | mean, | go through a couple of 
conventional distributors, like No Idea, Ebullition, Vital Music. 
Whatever. But the bulk of my shit gets traded to other DIY labels for 
their releases. Then while they're selling rny shit to their local scenes 
in distros, I'm doing the same shit here with my distro and mailorder. 
It's hot. | get to hear tons of great DIY bands this way too. So, I'm 
pumped. 

UTV: You've dabbled in mail order and making 1" buttons for 
bands, and both endeavors have been taken over by third parties. Is 
there really a CEO lurking under that punk facade? 

Wells Tipley: CEO? Probably, dude. I've come to terms with the 
fact that | love the art of business. It's just what interests me. 
Buttons were totally great, except that | hated the physical labor of it. 
So, | sold that business. Now I’m doing this CD manufacturing shit. 
UTV: How'd that come about? Does being part of the punk 
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music with hooks, whether it’s melodic or not. And | also like 
rebellious music, and the political punk stuff | put out tends to be 
rebellious. | don’t know if that’s an agenda, though. | do try to 
constantly reflect what the Long Island DIY scene is up to with what 
records | put out. So, if | have an agenda, that's it. 

UTV: Artwork and packaging play a big role in the way you present 
TVR releases to the world. What are some of the things you do 
consciously as far as the way a record looks? 

Wells Tipley: Um. | try not to have the records look douchie. | don’t 
always succeed. There are some douchie looking records I've put 
out, but also some really mint ones too. Like, I’m very happy with 
The Insurgent 10”, | think that's a great looking thing. But the new 
Sometimes Walking, Sometimes Running CDEP kinda bums me 
out. It kinda looks like the “none more black” record from Spinal 
Tap. Plus it's in one of those plastic bag wallets, so it's kinda floppy. 
Don't buy that fucking record. It's douchie. It sounds mint, but the 
packaging kinda blows. 

UTV: How import a role does Arthur Fonzarelli play in the TVR 
camp? 

Wells Tipley: Well, he’s on the cover of a compilation | put out. 
He's pretty mint. 
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community pressing records for the punk community have more 
benefits or quagmires? How so? 

Wells Tipley: Well, | worked in the CD manufacturing industry for a 
bunch of years, | took some time off, then all of the sudden | was 
presented with the opportunity to start my own place. Me and 
couple of my buddies now run this company called Ironworks 
Digital. We press up CDs and DVDs for record labels, companies, 
etc. It rules as a job. | don't really do too much business for 
Ironworks with folks | know from Traffic Violation, so | don’t run into 
many problems. But, being a part of the community kind of puts me 
in a “friendship” mode with a lot of our punk customers; sometimes 
that's not the best relationship to get business done. Whatever 
though, it’s cool. 

UTV: You recently began contributing a column to Maximum 
RockNRoll under the name Wells Anarchy. How did that come 
about? 

Wells Tipley: | always wanted a punk name. | thought “Wells 
Anarchy” was about the goofiest | could think of, so | went with that. 
That started about a year back, when my buddy Paul Barger from 
No! Records in Berkeley suggested | write a column. He was a 
shitworker there, so he pitched it to the brass. At some point Arwen, 
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one of the zine coordinators there, got in touch with me. We went 
back in forth with some writing samples, and in December of 2001, 
the first “OH MAN, WHAT THE FUCK?" column ran. 

UTV: In your MRR column you've been very upfront about your 
affliction with panic attacks. Are you able to offer any insight as to 
how this works? It seems that other prominent members of the 
punk community suffer from similar anxiety disorders: why do you 
think this is? 

Wells Tipley: Dude, tons of people have this shit, all in varying 
degrees. | mean, my shit sucks, but I'm sure there are people out 
there having a harder time than me. But, yeah, | like to be upfront 
about it, 'cause it kind of demystifies it and takes away some of the 
stigma. And | think it's neat that someone is talking about it that's 
still in the thick of shit. Most stuff you read about panic disorder and 
agoraphobia is from recovered people; I'm still all fucked up, soits a 
neat perspective, | think. | guess other punk people have it, ‘cause 
they are people, and people get this shit. | don’t know if punkers are 
just a mentally ill bunch or what. 

UTV: What future plans do you have for the label? 

Wells Tipley: Just keeping on. | don't have any new releases 
planned other than the recent ones that are already out. Like, 
Sometimes Walking, Sometimes Running / The Insurgent split 7”, 


Sometimes Walking, Sometimes Running CDEP, Divide & Conquer 
/ Robotnicka split 12”. We have a new webpage coming up. That 
should be hot. We'll see what comes up! 

UTV: In closing, what has punk done for you? What have you done 
for punk? 

Wells Tipley: Punk has done tons for me. I've met amazing people, 
been given the opportunity to express myself through zines, bands, 
putting records out, etc., and I've learned tons of shit. A lot of the 
success with life that | have had, | think has a lot to do with shit | 
learned by being involved in punk. Whether it’s business, personal 
relationships, dealing with my illness; a lot of how | relate to that shit 
figures into lessons I've learned from being involved in punk. As far 
as what I've done for punk, | don't know. | think | give back as much 
as | can. | try to do my part in keeping the DIY underground network 
alive and vital. You know, not let bullshit get in the way of 
communication. | like to think I've done my bit for Long Island Punk 
in specific. You know, through the few compilations I've done, and 
all the Long Island records I've put out. | hope I’ve documented 
what Punk is around here. And | think it's neat that the shit will be 
around in like 100 years. Like, someone is going to own these 
records in 100 years. And | like that | had something to do with that. 
| don't know, man. @ 





DISCOGRAPHY 


#1 Striped Basstards/ Splurge, split 7" 1995; 500 were made in one 
pressing. Most were WaT] olat-r-<-lcol VM atlale Mall] an) sY-\ ecto MW 0 lave) aMerTaat-MUNi (ane IMR clit 
Violation Records poster. 


#2 Splurge, Tales From the Me Generation 7" 1996: 250 pressed, two slightly 
different photocopied covers on white Paper. 


#3 VIA Six Band Compilation 7" 1996: 1000 made in two pressings. Striped 
Basstards, Splurge, Howards, Checkerboard Charlie, Kempleton, 
Disenchanted. 


#4 The Howards/ Checkerboard Charlie, Kinda Port Jeff's Finest split 7" 
1997: 500 pressed, 470 with blue photocopied covers, 30 with pink. 


#5 Striped Basstards, Lessons Learned 7" 1997: 1000 pressed, split release 
with Motherbox Records. 


#6 Splurge, Exit Stretch 7" 1997: 1000 made in two pressings, slightly 
different covers between pressings. 


#7 The Disenchanted/ Striped Basstards, Je Suis le Firestarter split 7" 
1997: 1000 made in two pressings, 100 from the first pressing are on blue 
swirled vinyl. Different covers between pressings. 


#8 | Farm/ Operation Cliff Clavin, split 7"/CDEP 1998: 1000 7"s pressed 
1100 CDEPs pressed in 1999. CDEP includes live and bonus stuff. 


#9 De la Hoya, Has No Credibility CDEP 1999: 1100 pressed. First 66 hand 
numbered in alternate packaging. Split release with Crap Records, later 
repressed by other labels. 


#10 V/A Tape Comp cassette 1999: 100 pressed. Hand numbered to 150. 


#11 Striped Basstards, Best of. LP 1999: 100 pressed on black vinyl. Hand 
Tall cto luleMar-laleicrold-t-alle Rela Me-tes\Zol t-te Met-]ce| fellas es total amet is can el tt oe 
#12 Contra/ Splurge split CD 1999: 1100 pressed. The words “Contra Tour 
Edition Limited to 333” appear on roughly 333 copies. 





#13 Striped Basstards, di(y)scography CD 1999: 1083 pressed. 
#14 All the Answers, The One Forgotten CD 1999: 1100 pressed 


#15 Operation: Cliff Clavin, When Everything's Been Said 2xCD 1999: 2000 
pressed, split release with Plan-It-X Records. 


#16 Splurge, Please Bring Cider..." 2x7" 2000: 100 pressed. colored vinyl 
(gold and red). Hand spraypainted covers with sticker and button, hand 
numbered to 100 


#17 Contra, Boys Club Anthems" LP/CD 2000: 1080 LPs pressed on black 
vinyl, the fist 80 have blank white labels. 1100 CDs pressed, the first 300 have 
solid tray, the rest have a clear tray. Released in Europe by Maloka Collective 


#18 Divide & Conquer/ Robotnicka, split LP 2001: This is split release with 
Maloka Anarcho Collective and Zorlac Records. 300 were shipped over to the 
US for distribution by Traffic Violation. All these copies were on black viny! 
Beyond that, | don't know much pressing information about this release 


#19 V/A What Has Two Thumbs 
On the Might of Princes, The Insurgent, Mad Cow Dizeaze 182, Jan Cux, 
Porcelain Decay. 


7" 2000: 200 on colored wax, 800 on black 


#20 The Insurgent /nside Every Kid...10" 2000: All 1000 copies on green 
vinyl, hand numbered. Split release with No! Records and Meconium Records. 


#21 Contra/ J-Church, split 7" 2000: 300 copies hand numbered on black 
vinyl. 


#22 On the Might of Princes, Where You Are and Where You Want to Be 
LP 2002: 1000 copies on black vinyl. 


#23 The Insurgent/ Sometimes Walking, Sometimes Running split 7” 
2001: 1000 copies on swirled garbage vinyl, handscreened covers. 


#24 Sometimes Walking, Sometimes Running, Untitled: 5 Songs CDEP 
2001: 1000 copies on half-metallized, half-clear CDs 





PAUL LEMOS 


Sorry for such a skimpy column this time around...! think | pretty much blew myself 
out last time... There were a number of records | wanted to discuss, but time just ran out 
on me. 

2001 was a good year for records, particularly reissues. There were a number of 
other titles | wanted to include in my favorites of the year, but the following are the 
recordings | recall most vividly, in no particular order... 


FAVORITE CDs OF 2001 

. The Fugs Electromagnetic Steamboat (Rhino Handmade) 

. Henry Cow /n Praise of Learning reissue (ReR/ESD) 

Cockney Rebel The Psychomodo reissue (BGO) 

The Birthday Party Peel Sessions reissue (Strange Fruit) 

. Helination Cheerleaders For Imperialism (Slap A Ham) 

. Bjork Vespertine (Electra) 

. Krzysztof Penderecki Orchestral Works reissue (EMI) 

. Scientist Rids the World of the Curse of the Vampires reissue (Greensleeves) 
. Global Unity Orchestra Global Unity 67 & 70 (Atavistic) 

10. Ruins Pallaschtom (Magaibutsu) 

11. Blue Oyster Cult Tyranny and Mutation reissue (Legacy) 

12. Nick Drake Pink Moon reissue (Hannibal) 

13. Joy Division Box (Rhino) 

14. Techno Animal Brotherhood of the Bomb (Matador) 

15. Frank Bretschneider Curve (Mille Plateaux) 

16. Boredoms Vision Creation Newsun 

17. King Crimson Live In Detroit, MI December 13, 1971 (Discipline Collector's Club) 


OONAHERWN= 


Skids "The Absolute Game" (Track UK), December marked the tragic loss of Skids’ 
guitarist Stuart Adamson, who later achieved fame with Big Country. Ironically, 
Adamson's finest work was reissued just months before his death. After lingering in 
obscurity for nearly 15 years, the Skids’ monumental third album, The Absolute Game, 
is finally out on CD, thanks to the recently reactivated Track Records. With The 
Absolute Game, the group reached its creative zenith, releasing their strongest set of 
songs of an all too brief career. Each of these 12 densely melodic, urgently delivered 
selections is marked by passion and technical prowess. The record begins with two of 
the great unheralded anthems of '80's Rock, “Circus Games” and “Out of Town,” which 
alone are worth the price of the CD. Adamson's charging, interwoven guitar melodies 
and Richard Jobson's robust vocals, propelled by the dexterous rhythm section of bassist 
Russell Webb and drummer Mike Baillie recall the glory days of The Who in their most 
intense moments. The Skids’ music captured the essence of great Rock n’ Roll with their 
mighty chops and musical vision, setting the group apart from their Post-Punk peers of 
the early '80s. The Absolute Game, like Adamson's later work with Big Country, was 
imbued with a sense of majesty and tradition, unusual in its day. Although the opening 
songs are hard to match, the rest of the album is consistently excellent and worth 
locating, even at import prices. 
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Ten Years After "Live at the Fillmore East" (Chrysalis). Although Ten Years After never 
really achieved the same Classic Rock status of bands like Santana, The Doors, Cream, 
and The Jimi Hendrix Experience, they were one of the major draws of the Woodstock 
generation and delivered one of the great performances of that festival. With the release 
of this double live set from 1971, Chrysalis provides a real treat for fans of this period of 
exploratory Rock n’ Roll. At the time, the group was to release its best album, 
Cricklewood Green, a recording of greater musical sophistication, moving away from the 
more basic Rhythm ‘n Blues of their earlier LPs. Live at the Fillmore captures the group 
in its prime, delivering songs from Cricklewood, but also digging deeply into their Jazz 
and Blues roots with extended versions of standards like "Good Morning Little 
Schoolgirl,” "Spoonful," and "Help Me." Inspired versions of many of the bands signature 
tunes like "I'm Going Home,” "Love Like A Man," and "The Hobbit" appear here, as well 
as a rare live performance of "Roll Over Beethoven." For Ten Years After fans, Live at 
the Fillmore is an essential purchase. But anyone who enjoys Classic Rock from the late 
‘60s will appreciate this stirring set, highlighted by Alvin Lee's fast and furious fret work. 


King Crimson "Live In Detroit, Ml December 13, 1971" (Discipline Collector's Club). The 
latest Collectors’ Club release is certainly one of the very best in both quality of sound 
and performance. Live /n Detroit captures the Islands lineup performing songs from that 
album, but reaching back to material from the first three Crimson albums as well. Fans 
of the band will be particularly pleased by the inclusion of unreleased songs like "Groon," 
"Mars," and "Lady of the Dancing Water." Personally, I'm very pleased to have this great 
sounding live set to replace the abysmally recorded Earthbound, the only official live 
document from this period, unavailable on CD. This lineup of King Crimson was an 
anomally in Fripp's career, capable of playing complex, tightly rehearsed songs while 
exploring looser realms of Funk and Free Jazz. Fripp is a great guitarist, no question, but 
he can't rock, so one must wonder how compatible he felt with this rather shaggy lot. For 
me, this lineup has dated quite nicely; their Free Jazz explorations—propelled by lan 
Wallace's agile percussives and Mel Collins' fiery sax playing—sound fresh and inspired. 
Although frequently lumped in with Prog bands of their day like Yes, Genesis, and ELP, 
Crimson really started moving into a musical world all their own with the release of 
Islands. But the group's intensity and musical depth have always shown most brightly on 
stage as evinced by the significant power and beauty of these live performances. 


Buzzcocks 

"Music From A Different Kitchen" 

"Love Bites" 

"A Different Kind of Tension" (Nettwerk). After some 20 years the Buzzcocks’ early 
recordings, Music From A Different Kitchen, Love Bites, and A Different Kind of Tension 
are once again available in the States, unexpectedly reissued by Nettwerk Records, a 
label normally associated with the subdued sounds of Sarah McLachlan and Delirium. 
Although the first two albums (MFADK and Love Bites) were issued domestically in the 
Product Box some years ago, they were never available individually, so these newly 
expanded remastered versions are long overdue. MFADK, the band's 1978 full-length 
debut presents the group under Pete Shelly's leadership, after vocalist Howard Devoto 
departed to form Magazine. The original album contained some of the Buzzcocks’ best 
songs, like "Sixteen," "| Don't Mind,” and "Fast Cars,” but is now augmented by four 
bonus tracks including the brilliant "Orgasm Addict" and "What Do | Get." Typical of first 
generation UK Punk, the Cocks sound is driven by swift pummeling percussion and 
blasting guitar cords. Love Bites, issued later the same year, refines the band’s sound 
a bit, presenting two fine instrumentals along with some of the group's most memorable 
tunes like "Real World" and "Falling In Love." Expanding their musical pallet, 
incorporating acoustic guitars, the lovely "Love Is Lies" is a real surprise, and sadly a 
sound the group never further explored. The addition of four bonus tracks also makes 
this new version even more appealing. The third album, 1979's A Different Kind of 
Tension, was domestically issued upon release by IRS, and showed increasing musical 
maturity, but was still marked by the urgent wall of guitars and driving rhythmns, the 
Buzzcocks’ signature sound. The record incorporates some great singles like “You Say 
You Don't Love Me” and “I Don't Know What to Do with My Life” with more intensely bitter 
songs, indicating Shelly's increased disillusionment, which would soon lead to the band’s 
demise. Fans of first generation Punk of the highest order will find much value in these 
early Buzzcocks recordings, now sounding better that ever and available at a budget 
price. 


John Foxx & Louis Gordon "The Pleasures of Electricity" (Metamatic). Former Ultravox 
vocalist John Foxx's welcome return to action continues with his fine new release, The 
Pleasures of Electricity, an album that draws deeply on past inspiration but covers 
considerable new ground. Without question, this is Foxx's most accessible, fully realized 
work since In Mysterious Ways, his last recording for Virgin Records in the mid ‘80s. 
Strangely, however, the tone of Pleasures... most closely recalls the music of Fox's first 
solo LP, the austerely surreal Metamatic. While the new work is occasionally enhanced 
with a modern techno flavor, the sparse electronics, concise mechanical rhythms and 
insidious melodies recall Foxx's trademark sound. Kafkaesque visions of alienation 
appear throughout, taking the listener back to the bleak images of Fox's earliest work 
with Ultravox. Few artists are able to successfully tap into the spirit and power imbued 
in their early music, but after 20 years as a solo artist, John Foxx brilliantly succeeds in 
creating songs that capture the same stark, unsettling beauty of the past while moving 
headlong into the future. The Pleasures of Electricity comes highly recommended to fans 
of intelligent, disorienting electronic based music by the likes of Ultravox, Kraftwerk, and 
Brian Eno. 
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40 Below Summer "Invitation to the Dance" (London-Sire/Time Warner, 936 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10010). 40 Below Summer are by far the best so called "Nu Metal" outfit 
I've heard in a long time. Unlike their contemporaries, this band focuses on pounding, 
rhythmic grooves, and grinding guitars without the Rap element, which still seems to be 
flooding the current Metal market. At times, 40 Below Summer reminds me of a mellower 
Deftones. This 12 track winner features intense songs like "Still Life,” which thrives on 
atmospheric yet noisy guitar passages layered over a bottom heavy beat, and "Rope," 
which finds the band building the track into a smashing, loud, chorus. What really makes 
this group unique is the dynamic vocalist, who sways between tortured screams and 
melodic, powerful, range, bringing to mind Geoff Tate of Queensryche. Testosterone- 
fueled, yet visionary and groundbreaking, /nvitation to the Dance is destined to raise a 
lot of eyebrows in the Metal community.(CD)-Alex 


AM/FM "Getting Into Sinking" (Polyvinyl, POB 1885, Danville, IL 61834). | know | 
reviewed the last CD that AM/FM put out. | just cannot remember if | liked it or not. This 
CD doesn't quite bring back my memory either. | don't know if | like this CD. | liked the 
first track, "Virgins! Virgins!" No, it's not about banging 16 year old girls; it's a sweet little 
love song about the first time these two "virgins" fell in love. Wow, it's been a while since 
I've been a virgin myself. I'm going on a tangent. The disappointing part of this short story 
is that after the first track this CD nosedives into mellow oblivion. | couldn't take the slow 
tempos. | pass this on to you true Emo nerds.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Absu "Tara" (Osmose, BP 57-62990, Beaurainville, France). Undeniably, Absu is the 
best Black Metal band from America. They come from Texas, but they have left a 
crushing tale the world over. Proscriptor, the drummer, has also lent his abilities to 
several other bands, as well as releasing a solo record on Cold Meat Industries. The 
band's latest effort, Tara, picks up where they started. Growling-meets-screeching 
vocals—similar to those of Immortal—are laid over one of the most offensively fast sets 
of blast beats I've ever heard. The cymbal sound is a little weak and tinny, but it's 
forgivable. The guitar progressions are some of the most interesting in the genre. Absu 
never lets up, and time and again prove why they've become so well known everywhere, 
and show why Osmose has become so well known for discovering bands. Fans of 
Mayhem, Immortal, and Burzum absolutely must check out Absu if you haven't already. 
On top of all this, the band has managed to get a great recording and really showcase 
one of the fiercest sonic attacks this country has ever known.(CD)-Myk 


Accept "Balls to the Wall: Metal Re-Master Series" (Portrait, 1976 East High St. 
Pottstown, PA 19464). This was the first album that | ever heard from Accept. | didn't 
know they had a slew before this (hey, | was like, five years old when they started out). 
| just remember that video on MTV with the wrecking ball and thought they were the 
coolest. Well, this Accept has endured the test of time, and is still as heavy and nasty 
as they ever were. The re-mastering has given this recording a new life, and the addition 
of two new tracks from a live Japanese only release makes this amazing. The booklet 
has great photos and liner notes, making this better than the Breaker Records re-issues. 
All you fans of AC/DC that missed out on Accept, do yourself a favor and check ‘em out 
now. Udo's vocals are similar to those of Brian Johnson, and this album kicks a ton of 
ass! Now, if they would just go back and redo Metal Heart I'll be all set... (CD)-Myk 


The Affect "A Short Dream" (Fueled By Ramen, POB 12563, Gainesville, FL 32604). If 
you're in need of a '80's New Wave fix, The Affect will satisfy your craving. Residing in 
a realm of hypnotic keyboards, dreamy synth programming, and Brit-flavored vox, The 
Affect maintain an aura that reflects the likes of artists like Gary Numan, With Sympathy 
era Ministry, and Depeche Mode. This six song EP will inspire you to purchase a skinny 
leather tie and Raybans. Go figure.(CD)-Alex 


Agnostic Front "Dead Yuppies" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90026). 
The visceral aggression that comprised Agnostic Front's seminal Victim In Pain record, 
and, to varying degrees, several subsequent releases in the mid ‘80s, solidified their 
status as the reigning kings of the then burgeoning NYHC scene. It was both a menacing 
musical drive, and the chaotic, murky sound they cultivated that evoked the grime and 
sweat of the Lower East Side so effectively. Anthemic, simplistic battle cries, and an 
overtly confrontational stance yielded the coveted reputation as forefathers and 
harbingers of the blaring frenzy that was to come in later years. While there is no denying 
the band's influential past, the progression of newer releases, particularly those on 
Epitaph, a mere shadow of the intensity this band once wielded. The clean, thick 
production on their latest endeavor, Dead Yuppies, detracts from the lean, 
feedback-laden fray that once made this band's sound so memorable, and while pointed 
verbal attacks spanning the young urban professional contingent (as the title implies), 
duplicitous politicians, and the "clubbing" scene ring true, the mid-tempo wallop falls flat 
in many places, and vocalist Roger Miret's yowl seems less frightening and powerful 
than it did on earlier releases. The intensity seems sorely lacking in this riff-shard sprawl, 
and while there are moments of impact that hearken back to earlier days, this is largely 
a forgettable, stale sounding endeavor.(CD)-Ramek 
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American Steel “Jagged Thoughts” (Lookout! POB 11374, Berkeley, CA 94712). | didn't 
know what to expect from this, as the cover art had an acoustic guitar, but | didn’t hear 
any acoustic songs (I think the last song had acoustic rhythm guitars). Basically, what 
you have here is a Rock band that reminds me of what Rocket From the Crypt is 
currently doing, but without the greaser style. This ain't bad.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Ancient "Proxima Centauri" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St. #302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). Ancient started out as a one man project, much like Burzum or Black Funeral. 
Aphazel was the man that put together the demo and a 7", with but one other person's 
help. Today, some four full-lengths plus later, he's still a one man act. This band, even 
though listing a full quota of five members, has more of a revolving door than the Empire 
State Building in the Summer; Ancient boasts a different lineup every album. Not that it's 
a totally bad thing, it's just the way it is. Visually, the band is funny. Like Dimmu Borgir, 
they have taken the most comical aspects of Black Metal and incorporated them into 
their look. A silly crown of spikes, the name "Jesus Christ!" for a member, and one of the 
worst corpse-painted faces | have ever seen are among the more silly things here. They 
also have one of the worst female vocalists | have ever heard. Musically, the guitars are 
decent. They are recorded well and the notes are fast. Both guitar players seem to be 
at the top of their personal game with the writing and the physical playing. Aphazel's 
vocals have always been second rate in my book (yes, | know they had a different vocalist 
before him, but he was on the last album) when compared to some of the other people 
in the scene. | also usually dislike Ancient's cartoony keyboard sound as well; the keys 
almost sound like the accompaniment to a Tom and Jerry chase sequence. Don't get me 
wrong, Ancient is better than a lot of bands out there—Ouija, for example—but | just don't 
understand how they got themselves associated with the upper crust of Black Metal 
when they are a middling band at best. If you want to check out the best of Ancient, | 
would try and find a copy of the Ancient/Dimmu Borgir split. That disc represents the 
band's debut 7", and is far more brutal and less theatrical than this album. If you want 
face paint and theatrics you can always pick up Cradle of Filth.(CD)-Myk 


And You Will Know Us By the Trail of Dead "Relative Ways/Homage" (Interscope, 
2220 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90404). After a game of musical chairs with 
record labels ...Trail of Dead's new four song EP has found a home on a maior label, 
Interscope, who subsequently have big Nirvana-esque things planned for these former 
indie darlings. There is nothing overtly new about their sound, yet there is a lot to be said 
for it; it's noisy, rocking, melodic, emotional and introspective all at once, with the song 
"Homage" combining all of these elements the best. This four song EP is a good 
introduction to a band who at times have been more memorable for their name. While 
the impact of ...Trail of Dead's Sonic Youth-like stylings on the mainstream remains to 
be in question, their latest EP proves that not only Radiohead can apply avant garde 
concepts to pop music successfully.(CD)-Andriani 


Angel Crew “Another Day Living In Hatred” (Good Life, POB 114, 8500 Kortrijk, 
Belgium). Hardcore/Metal side project from members of Deviate, Backfire, Arkangel, and 
Length of Time. Angry, harsh, and belligerent; just like your Grandfather, but with more 
tats. For fans of Madball, Skarhead, Hatebreed, and the bands mentioned 
above.(CD)-Weiss 


The Angels of Light "How | Loved You" (Young God c/o POB 150-031, Van Brunt 
Station Brooklyn, NY 11215). The latest release by The Angels of Light, How / Loved 
You, is an undeniably glorious piece of work that can be added to the already impressive 
resume of Michael Gira, who is better known as the frontman of the brutal yet beautiful 
Swans. Gone are the repetitive distorted guitar lashes and tortured vocals of yore, 
replaced with quieter, more introspective agony that sedates rather than thrashing 
violently about. Every minimal note stands out, but it creates a musically calm 
environment for Gira's all too real lyrics of self hate, loneliness, and loss. Songs like the 
opener "Evangaline" (which features minimal acoustic guitar chord changes, crisp piano 
lines, and choir style backing vocals) and certain pop anomalies such "New York City 
Girls" help make How | Loved You a marvelous record. Long time fans of Gira’s work will 
be pleased.(CD)-Andriani 


Angelic Upstarts "Live From the Justice League" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San 
Francisco, CA 94114). One of the greatest Oi! bands ever, Angelic Upstarts flew over 
to the States early this year and rocked the fuckin’ house in San Francisco, and the proof 
lies on this disc. I'm still kicking myself for missing them when they played here. This is 
the second in a series of live recordings that TKO has released (Cocksparrer was the 
first), and this is certainly a keeper. How can you go wrong when you mix a great 
recording with all the classics that Angelic Upstarts have churned out in the past? 
They're all here: "Teenage Warning,” "Solidarity," "Two Million Voices,” a cover of "If the 
Kids Are United," and my favorite, "Last Night Another Soldier." If you were ever a fan of 
this band, you gotta check this out.(CD)-McClernon 


With their fusion of hallowing and scream-filled 
vocals, lashing guitars, and melodic overtones, 
Florida's THE YOUNG AND THE USELESS successfull 
transform their youth, hearthreak, and faith into a 
diverse eclectic mix of melodic hardcore. 


For faus of: POISON THE WELL, 
GRADE, and STRETCH ARMSTRONG 
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The Arrogant Sons of Bitches "Apology EP" (2363 Rockwood Ave., Baldwin, NY 
11510). Three bucks or so gets you five or six scrappy demos from the forthcoming 
record, then twenty-something demos and live recordings from years past. All in all, 
there are enough mess-ups, spats, and evidence on-record to show that ASOB were not 
always Rock stars who drove Lincoln Towncars or worked stock at the Merrick 
Gap.(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Atomsmasher (Hydra Head, POB 990248, Boston, MA 02199). What's that they say 
about acquired tastes? It's either crap or it's brilliant? Well, this record is the prime 
example. Did | listen to it? Sure. Do | think each member of this band did something 
interesting on the record? Absolutely! Will | ever listen to it again? Probably not. James 
Plotkin has been a power electronic pioneer for several years and has done some really 
cool things with it. OLD is still listed by people as a major influence, and you can hear 
that same innovation here. DJ Speedranch is one of the best power electronics meets 
Techno Dus in today's scene, and his vocals are absolutely unnerving on this as they 
have been manipulated all over the place. Dave Whitte is one of the best drummers the 
extreme music has ever seen; whether it be Human Remains, Black Army Jacket, Burnt 
By the Sun, or any of his other numerous projects, few drummers are even in this guy's 
league. Put these three distinct people together and what do you get? Noise. This stuff 
just doesn't work together. There is so much going on that you can't latch onto it. It's like 
trying to find musical structure in a Masonna album. | know some people are going to say 
I'm out of my mind and this is a masterpiece, but I've listened to power electronics and 
Trip Hop and Grindcore, and in this case the three don't work together, although fans of 
Dissecting Table may really dig this as it has the musical direction of his last album. 
Definitely not your average Hydra Head release, and any Hardcore kid who buys it on 
label name alone will probably be very sad.(CD)-Myk 


Bad Wizard "Free and Easy" (TeePee, 136 Lawrence St. #3A, Brooklyn, NY 11201). So 
it's all about Rock n' Roll right? Whether you listen to Punk, Metal, or the Beatles, it's all 
about the Rock. Bad Wizard is about nothing other than rockin’ your fuckin ass off! These 
guys from New York City feature a couple of Georgia transplants and an ex-member of 
Helldorado. This is one of the best Rock records to grace the shelves in all of 2001. 
Elements of AC/DC, MC5, Nashville Pussy (early 7" days), and a balls-out New York 
attitude make up this back bar smoker. | can picture these guys playing at the bar in the 
movie Roadhouse, behind the cage. A few too many drinks and these guys could 
definitely get into some trouble. Do yourself a favor and pick this up immediately; it might 
be my favorite straight up Rock record since Turbonegro's Apocalypse Dudes.(CD)-Myk 


Bad Religion "The Process of Belief’ (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 
90026). | was overjoyed when | heard Mr. Brett had re-joined the band and Bad Religion 
was going back to Epitaph, but honestly, this record fell a bit short of my expectations. 
Regardless, it's 100% better than their last few CDs, which were used as coasters and 
fashioned into Chinese stars after one listen. There are some great, tremendous 
moments on this record that are sure to please, which include "Supersonic," 
"Evangeline," "Can't Stop It," and "Sorrow."(CD)-Weiss 


The Beltones "Cheap Trinkets" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San Francisco, CA 94114). 
| must've been great this year cause the fat man in the red suit (no, not Satan, Santa) 
has delivered the goods early! The Beltones, hailing from the dirtiest bars and swamps 
that Florida has to offer, has released their masterpiece and arguably the best record 
TKO has yet to put out. These guys are the modern day equivalent to Stiff Little Fingers, 
with the best Punk Rock singer around, Bill McFadden. This guy not only has the gruff, 
Irish, whiskey-stained vocals down to perfection, but he also writes beautifully-penned 
lyrics about heartache and drinking (in a non-macho, "look how much | can drink" sort 
of way) that no Street-Punk band has touched upon in years. They play amazing guitar 
leads effortlessly, reminding me of Juvenile Product era Swingin’ Utters, while the 
rhythm section keeps a tough as nails beat going, especially shining through on the 
fantastic cover of Bob Marley's "Concrete Jungle." I'm not really sure what else to say 
other than you need this album to make your record collection, as well as your life, 
complete. My current vote for Record of the Year.(CD)-McClernon 


The Beltones "Cheap Trinkets" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San Francisco, 94114). A 
little bit more Rock and Roll than the normal TKO release, but then again, they did put 
out that Real Kids CD. The vocals on this one were kind of low and inaudible, but it came 
with a lyric sheet, so maybe that's how it is supposed to be. The whole Street Punk 
scene isn't really my thing, but after listening to nothing but shit all night, | found this 
refreshing and fun, if not a bit monotonous.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Bethistupidream (Bethistupidream, POB 140935, Dallas, TX 75214). Bethistupidream 
have wound up creating an impressive release which contains poppy, guitar heavy 
Beatlesesque tracks which thrive on dreamy choruses, sweet, soaring, fuzzy, guitars, 
and catchy, melodic harmonies which will leech onto your eardrums. These Dallas, 
Texas based troubadours mainly can be referred to as a poppy, alternative outfit, but 
that's fine because at least they write decent songs. This band has potential to break big. 
Fans of The Posies and Weezer will take delight in this.(CD)-Alex 


Bhopal Stiffs "1985-1989" (Harmless, 1218 W. Hood Ave., Apt. #2, Chicago, IL 60660). 
These guys were very ahead of their time in the melodic-Punk game. If Face To 
Face—the original lineup—had formed a few years earlier, had fewer lyrics about 
alienation, more off-key grunting for vocals and... Okay, maybe they're not like Face To 
Face. But they're cool and definitely not '80s-esque nor overly-polished. Twenty-eight 
tracks; pick it up if you've got some money left over from your last visit to 
insert-name-of-trendy-and-Emo-place-here.(CD)-Paltrowitz 
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Big Wig "An Invitation to Tragedy" (Fearless, 13772 Goldenwest St. #545, Westminster, 
CA 92683). Going from Pop Punk to Hardcore, Big Wig pleases the masses with their 
new 13 song offering. Lyrics range from political to social. Catchy songs with sing-a-long 
choruses and Hardcore gang vocals on some tracks make this CD great. My favorite 
track, "Moosh," is a cute little love song. These guys keep maturing and getting better 
with each album. Make sure to check them out live too!(CD)-Chris Munity 


Big Block Dodge “East Flat Rock” (Groosin, 1064 Maplewood Ct., Hendersonville, NC 
28791).They call their music “Groosion” (that's groove and fusion.) Now, | don't want to 
get into semantics, but isn’t that just “Fusion” then? Whatever. Nine tracks of “Groosion” 
here. Funky jams with Prog Rock, Jazz, and Blues influences. How can | sum that up in 
one word...ah “Groosion.” Apparently the mecca of the “Groosion” scene is Asheville, 
NC. Got that A&R guys? “Groosion”, the next big thing.(CD)-Groosion 


Black Dawn “Blood For Satan” (Necropolis, POB 14815, Fremont, CA 94539-4815). You 
simply can't go wrong with a record called Blood For Satan. True Back Metal, indeed! 
Lucifer himself has this entire CD burned to his Mjuice player. The entire artistic vision 
for this release is flawless. Demonic, extreme Metal at its very best. Wonderful use of 
quotes inside the booklet; "The music will make you lose control of your bowels;" 
"Prophet Hoath Wrath is truly Hell's Poet"... Fuck, even the liner notes are entertaining. 
HAIL SATAN!!!(CD)-Weiss 


Blood Duster "Cunt" (Relapse, 1720 State Rd., Upper Darby, PA 19082). Volume three 
in the Australian attack on the United States has arrived. Blood Duster is the greatest 
Grindcore band in years! They have a sense of humor about everything, they don't 
compromise their music at all, and they named an album Cunt. What more can you ask 
from a band that has never even seen these shores? Nineteen tracks of debilitating 
Grindcore with dual vocals (screech and growl), mind-numbing blast beats, powerchords 
galore, and heaw as hell bass sounds. Songs like "Fuck You Scene Boy,” and "A Track 
Suit Is Not Appropriate Metal Apparel" grace this album, as well as the band's entire 
catalog. These guys are as extreme as it gets, and | can't get enough. They are like the 
Mentors of this generation!(CD)-Myk 


Blood For Blood "Outlaw Anthems" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St. Suite 504, Chicago, IL 
60607). With what is perhaps their last hurrah, Blood For Blood do indeed succeed in 
offering their most virulent, violent, and brutal condemnation of society on this, their latest 
endeavor. Outlaw Anthems touts similar rhetoric as before, showcasing a knack for 
expressing hopelessness, depression, and class-conscious rage with startling ferocity 
and an uncanny relentlessness, the likes of which is rivaled by few of this band's 
contemporaries. Unabashedly working class, undeniably Boston-based, and vehemently 
anti-PC (to say the least), the nature of guitarist/songwriter White Trash Rob Lind's 
lyricism on this record surpasses that which came before, in its increased attention to 
numbing detail and specificity. With a musical base that has gradually broadened from 
the band's early, massive thug chugg to include a more Rock-riff infused sing-along 
edge, and (most notably on this release) an excellent display of vocal harmony, the 
songs presented on this effort are imbued with facets of infectious melody that meld 
quite nicely with the relative savagery. From the opening display of aural bedlam that is 
the rallying "Post Card From the Edge," to such songs as the absolutely pummeling 
"Mother Dear," the chorus-filled barroom rant "Ain't Like You (Wasted Youth Il)," the gut 
wrenching ode to class discrepancy that is "White Trash Anthem," and the graphic, 
undeniably humorous relationship-gone-wrong tribute "So Common, So Cheap,” this 
record delivers the goods with high octane verve that puts like-minded outfits to shame. 
This is the Wasted Youth Crew at their absolute best.(CD)-Ramek 


Blood For Blood "Outlaw Anthems" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St., Suite 504, Chicago, IL 
60607). After a three-minute political rant about not being this and not being that opening 
up your record, who really cares? "Fuck you and your society, too." "The USA is a 
dead-end street." Yeah, tough-guy Hardcore forever, man... (CD)-Paltrowitz 


The Bodies "Firepower Is Our Business" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San Francisco, CA 
94114). One of my faves on the TKO label. Blending So. Cal beach Punk with Garage 
and Oi!, and add in vocals that remind me of the guy from Bouncing Souls, the Bodies 
don't know how to write a bad tune, and it's demonstrated on this CD EP right here. 
Seven tracks that'll leave you wanting more. Plus, even if you don't dig their sounds, you 
gotta respect a band that's so Punk Rock that Maximum RockNRoll refused to print their 
ad in their latest issue.(CD)-McClernon 


Borknagar "Empiricism" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 
90404). There are a couple of bands that exist that utterly shred my mind every time they 
release a new album; In Flames, Opeth and Arcturus always out do themselves with 
each new release. There is one other band that should be added to that list, as they 
continue to evolve and get better despite several lineup changes: Borknagar. Featuring 
founding member Oystein, longtime member Jens, Emperor bass player Tyr, and new 
addition Vintersorg, Empiricism may be the most heartfelt Black Metal composition I've 
ever heard. The blistering heavy parts could compete with the best Black Metal bands 
in existence. Vintersorg's clean vocals are second to none, and he may even be better 
than departed Simien, who is now in Dimmu Borgir. The ambient parts are pure 
sophistication; they could have just as easily been written by some classical composer, 
as by Oystein. | was totally blown away by this record, and can't stop listening to it. 
Despite its January 2002 release, Empiricism will already be in contention for album of 
the year come December.(CD)-Myk 


Boxcar Satan “Crooked Mile March” (DogFingers, POB 2433, San Antonio, TX 78298). 


Brand new full length CD in stores February 12th. 
Includes 8 new studio tracks plus 8 recently recorded live. tracks 


A-F Records P.O. Box 71266 Pittsburgh PA 15213 www.a-frecords.com Him 


NENROMANTIX tes 


uae 





Great experimental American Roots. Traditional Delta Blues played with a white man's 
“Punk Rock’ angst. Sonic Youth meets Muddy Waters. Howlin’ Wolf meets early Nirvana. 
Very refreshing. Recommended as a wonderful companion for a road trip to New 
Orleans.(CD)-Weiss 


Brainstorm "Metus Mortis" (Metal Blade, 2828 Cochran St. #302, Simi Valley, CA 
93065). Brainstorm is part of the retro resurgence going on in the Metal world today. The 
thing that distinguishes them is they have managed to capture the power and glory of 
Iron Maiden and mix it with the early hints of Thrash from bands like Overkill and 
Testament. The guitar riffs and the vocals are fashioned after the classic acts of old, but 
the speed of those riffs and the double kick and cymbal smashes of the drums bring to 
mind a slightly newer era. "Into the Never" is the standout track of the album, recalling 
memories of Overkill with an almost uncanny resemblance to Bobby Blotzer's vocals and 
Bobby Gusiafson's guitar sound. The support instruments sound like they could be from 
Legacy era Testament. When the songs are slowed down—played with a more classic 
sound—lead vocalist Andy very much reminds me of Bruce Dickinson on "Rhyme of the 
Ancient Mariner,” and the band has a tendency to sound like Helloween when they do 
gang vocals. Brainstorm manages to be distinctive enough to be worth checking out and 
really enjoying.(CD)-Myk 


Brand New "Your Favorite Weapon" (Triple Crown, 331 W. 57th St. POB 472, New 
York, NY 10019). Very well-produced, catchy, Pop Punk that wants to rock. | wasn't too 
into it. Songs are mostly about girls and relationships. It kinda sounds like a mix of A 
New Found Glory and Humble Beginnings. If you're into this stuff, go for it. These guys 
are going on tour so check them out, they're studs.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Brian Wilson Shock Treatment (Slutfish, 327 Bedford Ave. #2, Brooklyn, NY 11211). 
Interesting, noisy Garage with some Pop influences. It's not the tightest stuff around, nor 
the most pleasant listen. When | put it on, my “mentally challenged” brother danced 
around a bit, then crapped his pants. Godspeed, little bro, Godspeed.(CD)-Weiss 


The Brought Low (Tee Pee, 136 Lawrence St #3A, Brooklyn, NY 11201). Together with 
Bad Wizard and Brought Low, Tee Pee Records has proven that good ol' Rock n' Roll 
is alive and well in New York! Featuring ex-members of Sweet Diesel and Murphy's Law, 
this band just lays down a classic groove ala The Rolling Stones and The Who and 
mixes it with Southern Rock and a modern day Punk bite. Ben's vocals are very 
convincing, and his guitar sound has really got that classic Skynyrd twang. Dean's bass 
betrays his roots a bit, but it also allows him to make it a more upfront instrument instead 
Of just a part of the rhythm section. Nick's drums create a solid backbone on songs such 
as "What | Found" and "Kings and Queens." | really dig this filthy modern day Southern 
throw-down, but to really appreciate what you have here, one must see them live. The 
recording, although very full and tight, does not totally convey the live power of the band. 
So, in retrospect, buy the album, go see them, and then listen to it.(CD)-Myk 


Brown Bag (Del-Fi, POB 69188, Los Angeles, CA 90069). War-esque Latin 
Funk-Disco-Pop... Is that what | get for liking The Supersuckers so much, Rich? [Yes!- 
Rich|(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Bruce Dickinson "Best of" (Sanctuary, 1976 East High St, Pottstown, PA 19464). With 
the reforming of Iron Maiden complete and on the tip of everybody's tongue, it only 
seemed appropriate to represent some of Dickinson's finer moments. This disc features 
13 tracks, listed in order according to their original release date. It features tracks from 
all his albums, including Skunkworks and Balls to Picasso, which | thought were utter 
garbage. The best material on this album is at the end, with tracks from Accident of 
Birth, Chemical Wedding (the best Iron Maiden album since Somewhere In Time!), and 
Scream For Me Brazil. What bad can be said about this, except that it isn't the double 
disc version of this release that has a bunch of either hard to get or unreleased stuff on 
disc two? This is essential for fans old and new, but | still recommend skipping the whole 
kit and caboodle to get Chemical Wedding if you don't already own it.(CD)-Myk 


Brujeria "Mextremist! Greatest Hits" (Kool Arrow, 5902 Monterey Rd #666, Los Angeles, 
CA 9042). The Mexican Mafia returns with their first post-Roadrunner release. The CD 
contains 18 tracks and collects all the 7"s B-sides, and EP tracks the bands has ever 
released, including the hard to find Marijuana EP. For long-time fans of the band, you 
may not need to pick this up, but for new fans or people who have gaps in their 
collections, this is essential. This time around the band even did their liner notes in 
Spanish, so I'm at a total loss. Brujeria has still not made known the identities of its 
members, except for the manager/ spokesman for the band, who conducts the band's 
business and interviews. | have to admit, | prefer the later era songs that carry a more 
Napalm Death feel to them more than the early stuff, which is more primitive and heavy. 
A well put together package from the people at Kool Arrow.(CD)-Myk 


Carry On "A Life Less Plagued" (Bridge Nine, POB 990052, Boston, MA 02199-0052). 
On the tail end of a fleeting youth crew revival, Los Angeles-based unit Carry On present 
what is surely one of the most flawless, structured takes on the style, eliciting razor 
precision licks and on a dime tempo changes with a three dimensional, lyrical drive that 
surpasses much of the posi-sloganeering of similar outfits. 

With some of the tightest musicianship heard on such a recording, the fret shredding 
breakdown-smattered upheaval that commences on this 12 song full-length is 
unsurpassed by so many of this band's peers. Rippers, mid-tempo dancefloor rumblers, 
all-for-one pile up provoking melees, and those wonderful, methodically placed group 
shout-alongs crammed into every available space are all components of the songs here. 
The bruising condemnations of "Waiting On Forever," the bleak, rending melody of 
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"Killing A Sound,” the frenzied riff blizzard that is the re-vamped "Roll With the Punches” 
(originally on the band's noteworthy 7" of the same name on Youngblood Records), and 
the fractured tribute to impending doom that is A Life Less Plagued (and many more) 
present a staggeringly personal, emotive take on a style that has risked cliché for years, 
elevating the form to a new plateau of aggression, vitality and validity. A remarkable 
effort. (CD)-Ramek 


Chaotic Dischord "Now That's What | Call A Fuckin’ Racket!" (Punk Core, POB 916, 
Middle Island, NY 11953). | really don't know what to say about this record. Released for 
the first time since the early '80s, Chaotic Dischord are just a fuckin mess! To most 
people this would be an insult, but | think they would wear it as a badge of honor. Some 
of this disc is great UK Punk that would have fans of the Casualties frothing at the mouth, 
while a lot of it is just God awful. There's so much noise it begins to hurt the ears... Once 
again, probably a compliment to them. But if you like your Punk Rock British, old-school, 
and drunk as all hell, then this may be for you. Plus, who wouldn't enjoy song titles like: 
"Anarchy In Woolworths," "Fuck Religion, Fuck Politics, Fuck the Lot of You," "Me and 
My Girl (Seal Clubbing)," and my favorite, "He Tried to Hammer Home Religion (So They 
Nailed Him Down)". A disc for the whole family.(CD)-McClernon 


Chiyoko “Cinematic” (Boo the Cat, 1659 N. Milwaukee Ave., PMB 151, Chicago, IL 
60647). Formerly of Squash Blossom and Sweener, Chiyoko's solo effort is enchanting 
and powerful throughout. Her hauntingly beautiful and sometimes sorrowful vocals 
seductively resonate through every luminous track. Recommended to fans of Cat Power, 
Mary Timony, and Bjork.(CD)-Weiss 


Chris Brokaw & Viva las Vegas (Kimchee, 6 Sagamore Rd, Ipswich, MA 01938). 
Interesting little split EP here. Chris Brokaw's two songs are fine alt-Rock, cool uptempo 
Rock instrumental on the latter. Kinda like Pete Yorn, only it doesn't suck nor reek of 
Winona Ryder. Spain's own Viva las Vegas also give you one instrumental of the two, 
very mellow and background music-esque. Cool, but like Winona at Sachs Fifth Avenue, 
it's not my bag...(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Cracker “Forever” (Back Porch, 4650 N. Port Washington Rd, Milwaukee, WI 53212). 
A solid new release from Cracker. | always thought these guys were cool...but enjoy 
them most in small doses. This disc has a real bluesy, roots feeling, ala Chris Isaac. 
There are some great moments, including “Don't Bring Us Down", “Forever”, and 
“Superfan.”(CD)-Weiss 


The Cripplers "One More For the Bad Guys” (Dionysus, POB 1975, Burbank, CA 
91507). The best thing Missouri's given us since the Osmond Dinner Theatre in 
Branson. Great old-school Punk Rock that falls somewhere between non-Reggae Clash, 
countrified Supersuckers and Iggy-less Stooges. Interesting covers of The Pogues' 
"Church Of The Holy Spook," Dylan's "Joey," and Fang's "The Money Will Roll Right In." 
Though everything kinda sounds the same in being in the keys of E, A, G, B and D, I'm 
a fan... (CD)-Paltrowitz 


Crowbar "Sonic Excess In the Purist Form" (Spitfire, 101 Bay Ave., Hicksville, NY 
11801). Recently, this band has gotten good at releasing one album a year. | don't 
understand why Crowbar isn't much bigger than they are. There is no band that is more 
consistent than Crowbar. If you like them, you will like the next album, or if you like the 
new album, you will like the old ones. If you like Pantera or Down, you will like Crowbar. 
It's the same old Southern Sludge Rock that made those bands huge, but keeps getting 
passed over. Sonic... is exactly what you would expect from Kurt and company; tuned- 
down guitars—slow and dirty—laid over hard hitting drums. The vocals are very gravelly 
sounding, and the bass is so low end it's almost off the map. Crowbar should have been 
the foundation of Man's Ruin, because they make all of today's "Stoner" bands sound like 
Yngwie Malmsteen; that's how slow Crowbar can be. Another worthy release in a very 
overlooked career.(CD)-Myk 


Cubic Feet "Superconnector" (Meteor, POB 387, Brooklandville, MD 21022). This is like 
easy listening, almost AM Rock, which is horrible. Which, in turn, is pretty much 
pukeable.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Damage “Final” (Deathwish, Inc., 432 Morris Ave., Providence, RI 02906). Twenty-two 
tracks of unrelenting Straight Edge. Eight new songs and 14 tracks of rare, live@CB’s, 
and demos. Hailing from Philly, Damage features members of American Nightmare and 
The Boils. Tight and brutal. Recommended!(CD)-Weiss 


Dark Funeral "Diabolis Interium" (Necropolis, POB 14815, Fremont, CA 94539). As 
Black Metal bands go, Dark Funeral has got to be one of the most prolific in the scene. 
The band has released just about an album every other year since 1994. The lineup 
continues to change, featuring only original member Lord Ahriman in its ranks now. But, 
with the most stable lineup to date and the release of Teaching the Children to Worship 
Satan covers EP priming the world with a new song as a teaser, Dark Funeral unleashes 
its best full-length ever. | have always maintained that the band lost a major player when 
Blackmoon left. Their debut full-length, Secrets of the Black Arts was their best album, 
and nothing they have done since came close (except the EP, but those were all cover 
songs). Well, it turns out the EP was that good because the members who did the covers 
were that good. Emperor Magus Caligula has really found his vocal position and fine- 
tuned it. The songwriting is excellent, and the recording by Peter and Lars (both of 
Hypocrisy) is outstanding. They have packaged the release in their best artwork and 
layout to date, and the guitar writing and sound is astonishing. Dominion and Matte 
Modin tandem to make an absolutely abrasive attack. | have to give Dark Funeral their 
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due; Diabolis is Dark Funeral's Reign In Blood. It's that good compared to their other 
releases, and they will be hard-pressed to even approach the quality of this record. A 
shining star in today's Black Metal world.(CD)-Myk 


Dark Funeral “Diabolis Interium” (Necropolis, POB 14815, Fremont, CA 94539-4815). 
BEHOLD! Evil, Swedish Satan Metal! Songs like “Thus | have Spoken,” “The Arrival of 
Satan's Empire,” and “An Apprentice of Satan” prove time and time again, that 
Euro-Satanists have their shit together. This is extreme, tight, and horrific. Dark Funeral 
can scare the hooves off Satan himself. These guys look insane and the cover art alone 
will make little kids cry. Cool enhanced videos are also included on this disc.(CD)-Weiss 


Daryll-Ann "Happy Traum” (Excelsior, Prince St. Station, POB 388, New York, NY 
10012). Happy Dutch Power-Pop, very cute and upbeat. Cool in my 
book.(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Death "Live In LA" (Nuclear Blast, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404). | felt 
| must include this disc, as we have recently felt the passing of Death's frontman and 
Metal pioneer, Chuck Schuldiner. This is the first of two releases; one (LA) was planned 
for general release to the public and also has a DVD version. The second was a 
mailorder only recording of a show in Europe that had some 30% of the cost going to 
Chuck's medical bills. This disc was recorded on the reportedly final Death tour that they 
did with labelmates Hammerfall. | drove all the way to Philly just to catch these two 
bands hit the stage together. The disc features songs off their last full-length, Sound Of 
Perseverance, all the way to the early days of Pull the Plug. There are 14 tracks in all, 
and the sound quality is absolutely superb. The recordings are amazing, and the band 
was dead on tight. The ability for Chuck to still play those technical guitar riffs was 
uncanny and drummer Richard Christy absolutely kicks ass. Chuck does sing in the 
newer voice he used on the band's later recordings—the high pitched screech as 
opposed to the growls of the early days. It is a little unsettling during the classics, but his 
voice did hold up through the whole show, so | guess it worked for him. This really is a 
classic representation of the man's ability and writing expertise. This will go down as 
Death's final recording, so it is well worth picking up. | also recommend picking up all the 
remastered re-issues of the bands early works, many with bonus tracks. Chuck, RIP, and 
thanks for all the memories.(CD)-Myk 


Deep Reduction "2" (Get Hip, POB 666, Canonsburg, PA 15317). Pretty cool release 
from the fine folks over at Get Hip. Just some good old Rock and Roll that you would 
most likely hear coming from within the doors of the Continental on a Friday night. A bit 
more of a Blues influence than most other bands doing this type of thing, which is 
pleasant. Think maybe AC/DC, but not as aggressive, or even the stuff that Jeff Dahl is 
putting out these days. "Big Accumulator" is sung through one of those bullhorns, while 
some classic sounding Blues Rock riff plays behind it. Cool stuff.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Desaparecidos "Read Music/Speak Spanish" (Saddle Creek, POB 8554, Omaha, NE 
68108). Calling all overly-emotive fans of BRIGHT EYES... This is a SIDE PROJECT... 
Very good stuff if you're into Midwesterners who resent their fame to the point that they 
“ stop eating. Then, from not eating, they get sick. Then from getting sick, they're in pain 
and they write about this pain, which people like. So yes, Bright Eyes and Saddle Creek 
completists will like this more than an undersized T-shirt from Goodwill. (CD)-Paltrowitz 


Destro "The Accuracy of Broken Whispers" (Ides of March, 5 Gerry Rd, Poughkeepsie, 
NY 12603). Destro manages to mix old school Hardcore and new school screaming into 
a very formidable mix. There is an almost Youth of Today quality to the song writing, with 
lots of parts that sound like you should be finger pointing and stage diving, but the vocals 
don't fit the mold; they are totally screamed, giving the song that modern feel. It's really 
an experiment in genre mixing, and these guys have really made it work. | have to give 
them credit for making their obvious influences sound contemporary. This record still has 
that Hardcore feel which | love so much, but doesn't go over the top, making it a flat out 
Metal record. | would recommend this highly to Hardcore kids young and old; it has 
something for both sides, and could actually bring people together. This record was well 
thought out, with a great recording and some really fine dance parts.(CD)-Myk 


Diabolic "Vengeance Rising" (Olympic/Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404). Based out of Tampa, Florida, Diabolic is an extreme Death Metal 
band which unleashes highly aggressive blast beats, lightning fast guitar riffs and raw, 
gutsy, growled-out vocals which help add a dark atmosphere to the creepy, violent vibe 
lurking on this disc. Reminiscent of groups like Malevolent Creation and early Deicide, 
Diabolic will provide many orgasms for the ears of Death Metal fanatics. Despite this disc 
being hampered a bit by poor production, Vengeance Rising is otherwise worth the 
purchase.(CD)-Alex 


Dismal Euphony "Python Zero" (Nuclear Blast, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 
90404). Dismal Euphony has really expanded their capabilities in the recent years. The 
band started out as a mediocre Goth Metal band that sounded like 20 other bands. 
Python Zero finds them not only broadening their personal abilities, but blowing out of 
the stereotype they had so easily fallen into. This album has the Gothic Metal elements, 
but songs are much better-written and played than before. One would not be surprised 
if the band members took music lessons. They also have included Death Metal elements 
nicely into their repertoire; this is none more clear than on the track "Plasma Pool," by 
far the album's best song. There are elements of Entombed, Cradle of Filth, and Sins of 
Thy Beloved on this release. Dismal Euphony is an up and coming band that should be 
watched.(CD)-Myk 
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The Dragons "Rock n' Roll Kamikaze" (Junk, 576 N. Bellflower #338, Long Beach, CA 
90814). San Diego's very own The Dragons are back with their latest slab of The New 
York Dolls meets The Rolling Stones Rock n' Roll. Compared to past releases, this one 
is okay, but nothing worth really bragging about; | was a bit disappointed. While most 
songs feature The Dragons trademarked solos, hummable choruses, and catchy chord 
progressions, Rock n‘ Roll Kamikaze just doesn't have the same catchiness and blood 
and guts which past efforts demonstrated. Hey, great bands can't release perfect albums 
all the time, but I'm sure these chaps still have the potential to release many more kick 
ass CDs.(CD)-Alex 


Drift “Stalkin’ Like Killers” (Eulogy, POB 8692, Coral Springs, FL 33075). Classic NYHC 
meets Slayer. Glorious! Pure adrenaline in the fast parts, solid grooves in the 
breakdowns, and Death Metal vocals. Definitely a band to look out for. 
Recommended.(CD)-Weiss 


Electrelane "Rock It to the Moon" (Mr. Lady, POB 3189, Durham, NC 27715). This one 
is very hard to put into words. Noisy, experimental, coherent, and INTENSE! "UOR" is 
very fast and Punk Rock, and fuck, it creates this element of chaos and energy which 
lacks in most of the other shit coming out these days. "Film Music" reminds me of the 
Doors had they gone New Wave. Some of the album reminds me of Nirvana's "Endless, 
Nameless” while some of it has the that raw element of surprise which can be found in 
the work Sonic Youth has done. You see that's the thing, most albums with little to no 
vocals will stick with the same beat or riff whereas all the songs on Rock It to the Moon 
are constantly changing and getting more intense. Nice surprise.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Embodyment "Hold Your Breath" (Solid State, POB 12698, Seattle, WA 98111). 
Compared to their last release, Embodyment have drastically improved as a group of 
songwriters. Hold Your Breath is packed with monstrous powerchords, interesting guitar 
harmonics, and soulful vocals, which are laced with pure emotion and solid energy. 
Similar to bands like One Side Zero and Far, Embodyment specialize in a very intense 
blend of Post-Hardcore and Emo. Not bad.(CD)-Alex 


Entombed "Morning Star" (Koch, 740 Broadway, New York, NY 10003). Without a 
doubt, Morning Star is one of the worst Metal recordings I've ever heard listened to. At 
one point in time, Sweden's Entombed were a halfway decent Death Metal tinged band 
who emerged back in the early ‘90s with a sonic brew of earth-shattering chords and 
guttural vocals; however, as the 1990s progressed, Entombed transformed itself into a 
sloppy, muddy, sounding band that lost its edge and focus. Everything that could go 
wrong on a Metal release goes wrong on Morning Star. First, most songs meander; in 
fact most tracks have absolutely no hooks or memorable moments. Secondly, the band 
relies on cheesy "Gr*nge" style riffs to help propel their songs, but this backfires 
shamefully. Third, the vocals are just horrendous. The singer sounds like he has marbles 
in his mouth. If anything, Morning Star, is an indication that Entombed should have 
retired long ago. Maybe after this, they will.(CD)-Alex 


Epoch of Unlight "Caught In the Unlight!" (The End, 556 S. Fair Oaks Ave. #101-111, 
Pasadena, CA 91105). The vocals here highly me of bands like Witchery. Throaty and 
high-pitched growls rip all over the music. The range of the vocalist isn't entirely clear 
as he doesn't fluctuate too much from this style, but at this, he is excellent. The drums 
are recorded really well and are very high in the mix. The cymbals are so clear you 
almost feel like you're in the room with them. The guitar leads are very clear and upfront. 
While Jason is an exceptionally good vocalist, he isn't as good on the guitar. He is okay 
and plays his licks very well, but they aren't exactly rocket science leads. He might be 
better if he only played guitar, but doing both seems to keep him limited. The bass is 
another story all together; I'm not sure they have a bass player. The booklet says they do, 
but you couldn't tell from this recording. So much has been put through the vocals, 
guitars, and drums, that the bass has all been but left out. The music really suffers for 
it, too. | really think for Epoch to become a powerhouse in this scene, they need to turn 
up the bass and get a second guitar player. Until such time, Epoch are a secondary 
player that will get lost in the sea of primary Metal monsters.(CD)-Myk 


Eso-charis (Solid State, POB 12698, Seattle, WA 98111). I've never been too big a fan 
of Christ, or God for that matter. Sure, | like free wine and bread as much as the next 
guy, but do | really need to hear eight really bad Hardcore songs devoted to the Church? 
The vocals are really loud and intense and hard to decipher, but fear not, there is a lyric 
sheet. The music sounds a lot like NYHC, with heavy power chords and plenty of musical 
slow-to-heavy type of stuff. "Bow down to your Father, your creator...GOD." Sorry guys, 
but my dad is a postal worker.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Evergrey “In Search of Truth" (Inside Out America, 344-TB Oakville Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 
15220). Evergrey plays a homogenized mix of classic style Metal and today's Power 
Metal. The vocals are closer to the classic styling of Rainbow or early Yngwie 
Malmsteen's Rising Force. The keyboards, which play a big part in this album's 
production, are closer to those of much of today's musicians, although Evergrey are not 
as flagrantly goofy as many of their contemporaries. The guitars almost have a hair band 
feel to them; Bon Jovi or Skid Row come to mind when listening to some of the guitar 
parts. The sound isn't as hokey Danger, Danger or Gorky Park, but isn't as intense as 
a Judas Priest or Scorpions, either. The drummer, Patrick Carlsson, is my favorite part 
of the band. He manages to toy with the double kick, while still staying at a slower tempo 
of a near power ballad. He really has a lot of creative things going on here, proving his 
raw talent. Ina world where Tesla can make a comeback and Poison sells out summer 
tours, Evergrey should do really well. They are leaps and bounds more talented most of 
the big pseudo-Metal bands. They really just need to be heard. So, if you frequent the 
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Summer hair revival tours for the music you love, do yourself a favor and check out new 
guys that can play rings around those bands.(CD)-Myk 


Every Time | Die "Last Night In Town” (Ferret, 341 4th St. #103, Jersey City, NJ 07302). 
Ferret Records always seems to introduce the world to great new Hardcore bands. Every 
Time | Die is one such find. The vocals aren't anything out of the ordinary—screaming, 
throaty, spewing, like any Hydra Head band that's listened to too much Kiss It 
Goodbye—but the rest of the music is something else. Guitar riffs run up and down the 
neck; the drums burst with rolls, blast beats, snare, and cymbal hits that barely control 
the chaos that has the Metalcore world buzzing. The breakdowns are far and few 
between, but when they occur you can ride the tension leading into the next explosive 
segment. An excellent addition to the Ferret stable.(CD)-Myk 


Exmortem (Hammerheart/Martyr, POB 42323, Pittsburgh, PA 15203). Exmortem is like 
having Morbid Angel play an album for Glenn Benton to sing. Simon's vocals remind me 
very much of Deicide, while the riff-heavy guitar attacks remind me of Morbid Angel with 
Terrorizer drum parts. This is a really fucking brutal record. It seems that Hammerheart 
has really locked down the world as far as picking up heavy artists. There are no 
compromising parts or keyboard solos. This is an old fashioned full-assault Death Metal 
record. Blast beats, screams and growls, 200 bpm guitar riffs, and pounding bass make 
up the songs that are Exmortem. Florida may have pioneered this style of Metal, but the 
Europeans have perfected it; finding something wrong with the writing or execution of this 
album would be like saying Hellhammer from Mayhem plays slow.(CD)-Myk 


The Exploited "Beat the Bastards" (Spitfire, 101 Bay Ave., Hicksville, NY 11801). 
Believe it or not, this was Mr. Whore's first exposure to The Exploited. | can't really say 
Iwas surprised. I've seen enough Exploited patches at shows to get a feeling as to what 
these guys sound like. Some songs are "System Fucked Up," "Law For the Rich," "Police 
TV," and "They Lie.” Yeah, | never heard that before! | thought the music would be real 
dirty and crusty but was pleasantly surprised when | found it to be fast as fuck with pretty 
good production. Holy shit, this is a fucking Heavy Metal album! Pissed off, Heavy Metal 
playing, ax grinding Punk Rock. A cool album, if not for the thoughtless 
lyrics.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Explosions In the Sky “Those Who Tell the Truth Shall Die" (Temporary Residence 
Ltd, POB 22910, Baltimore, MD 21203). Heartfelt, powerful instrumental Post Rock with 
a Metal tinge. Six tracks, most of which are eerie and dark. Every track takes you on’a 
journey from sweet soundscapes to explosive aggression. For fans of Mogwai and 
Dinosaur Jr.(CD)-Weiss 


Faith & the Muse “Vera Causa” (Metropolis, 6404 Hollywood Blvd Ste. 316, Los 
Angeles, CA 90028). Powerful, dark compositions. Velvety female vocals, music styles 
range from Goth to Ethereal to Industrial and even Classical. This two disc set features 
eight years worth of rarities, live tracks, remixes, and covers.(CD)-Weiss 


Filthy Thieving Bastards "A Melody of Retreads and Broken Quills" (BYO, POB 67609, 
Los Angeles, CA 90067). This is another record I've been waiting anxiously for, and 
believe me, the wait has been worth it! A supergroup of sorts, with the songwriting team 
of Johnny Bonnel and Darius Koski of Swingin’ Utters, as well as bass duties by Spike 
Slawson, otherwise known as the lead singer of Me First and the Gimme Gimmes. FTB 
is definitely more Swingin’ Utters that it is Me First, as they play beautiful, raw, 
Irish-tinged Folk Rock, very much akin to that of the almighty Pogues. But what makes 
this record so special is that the lyrics are so thought out and brutally honest that it'll 
leave even the toughest barroom hero weeping in his pint of Guiness. A great record for 
punk rockers and Folk fans alike, but you better come prepared to drink yourself into a 
stupor, However, waking up in the gutter is entirely up to you.(CD)-McClernon 


Fire Down Below “All Goodness Is In Jeopardy"/ "Better Off Live” (Gruntled, POB 554, 
Lansdowne, PA 19050). Interesting HC/ Punk with a Metal influence. “All Goodness” 
features an eight-piece band with male/ female vocals, while “Better Off” has a tighter 
six-piece vibe. Grab both CDs for only $7!(CD)-Weiss 


Five Horse Johnson "The No. 6 Dance" (Small Stone, POB 2007, Detroit, Mil 48202). 
Imagine a Southern Rock version of KISS meets a classic Metal band, and that's what 
Five Horse Johnson sounds like to me. The vocalist sounds an amazing amount like 
Paul Stanley and the riffs and drums sort of have an AC/DC feel to them, but it's all 
mixed with a Southern twang. This is the band's fourth album, and they are just rockin’ 
along. These guys are far more straight forward Rock n' Roll than most of the current 
wave of Man's Ruin-esque bands, more Skynyrd than Black Sabbath, and more Whiskey 
than Stoner. It's a good change, but may be a little off the radar for the usual fans of the 
Stoner Doom movement. Fans of ATP and Dixie Witch may dig this, but this is more 
Blues and Southern Rock than even those bands.(CD)-Myk 


Gamma Ray "No World Order’ (Noise, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404). 
Kai Hansen was one of the major driving forces behind flowery Power Metal and the 
genre's main pioneers, Helloween, so it kind of goes that Kai Hansen's new venture 
(well, actually, they've been around for a while now) would be a new yardstick. Gamma 
Ray maintains the style that once made Helloween a Metal powerhouse, and expands 
on it. At times the band sounds like later era Judas Priest, at times they sound like their 
modern day contemporaries, Rhapsody. But, while the band can be likened to other 
bands, there is no denying that Hansen is one of the best at writing and singing this style. 
The songs are powerful, and the guitar riffs are second to none. There are the riffs that 
people have been mimicking for years, but they are new and fresh here. Kai's vocals, 
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although they get on my nerves at times, are powerful. On track's like "Dethrone 
Tyranny," they almost remind me of Rob Halford. Hansen has put together one of the 
best bands out today playing Power Metal. Along with his sometime project Iron Savior, 
Gamma Ray sits upon the top of the heap when compared to contemporaries and flat 
out rip offs. When a song like "Heaven or Hell" hits the speakers, one can really hear 
where the genius behind songs like "| Want Out" came from. These guys get better with 
every release. They are already one of the best there are, and with the exception of a few 
irritating vocal parts, have proved once again they deserve all the praise they have 
gamered. It's time some of you old time metalheads came out and supported the bands 
that are truly pioneers, and true to their music.(CD)-Myk 


The Gits "Seafish Louisville" (Broken Rekids, POB 460402, San Francisco, CA 
94146-0402). One of the best albums of the year. The Gits were a Seattle band from 
back in the day, late '80s/early '90s, who broke up in 1993, when singer Mia Zapata was 
raped and murdered. Intense without being out of control, melodic without being 
annoying, and with enough raw power to make your insides want to spill out onto the 
floor, Seafish Louisville is a collection of live songs and rare studio tracks. Many songs 
were recorded live during the filming of the movie Hype!, so the quality is excellent. 
Tracks like "Whirlwind" and "Social Love," as well as the instrumental “Daily Bread," 
must be heard in order to understand the passion and fire The Gits played with. Punk 
Rock and the Blues, with downright amazing vocals, make this one a 
classic.(LP)-Corporate Whore 


Gorelord "Force Fed On Human Flesh" (Baphomet/Housecore, POB 282, Wellsville, 
OH, 43968). Gorelord is the first release from the Baphomet (Killjoy)/Housecore (Phil 
Anselmo) record label in conjunction with Relapse Records. Gorelord is a two-piece, 
comprising of Frediablo of Necrophagia and Jehmod of Bloodthorn on drums. Gorelord 
is another in the long line of bands that were spawned by the love of extreme splatter 
horror movies. Lots of quotes from films like City of the Living Dead and Cannibal Ferox 
are linked in before and after tracks about disemboweling people and fucking the dead. 
Killjoy and Maniac (of Mayhem) both make guest appearances on this record doing 
vocals, but the real story here is the ability of someone to make a Splattercore album 
without sounding like Mortician. The vocals are more screamed than Necrophagia, but 
at times have some growling, and the guitar riffs are much faster. The drums are mid 
tempo blast beats with lots of cymbal hits, and create an excellent backbone for the 
songs. | have to say that this is the best record that Baphomet has ever released. | even 
like it better than Necrophagia. It's almost as if that band is smothering Frediablo's 
creativity, as he wrote most of these songs and does all the music except the drums. If 
you like Splattercore and horror movies, here is an excellent place to please your pallet, 
regardless of whatever part of that disemboweled corpse it is you like to play with while 
you're listening.(CD)-Myk 


Gorillaz (Virgin, 304 Park Ave South, 5th Fl, New York, NY, 10010). Usually | try to avoid 
bands like this (and major labels as well) but the Gorillaz were so interesting to me that 
| couldn't avoid it. This is where you find out the music industry is a sham and people are 
all suckers. A band made up of cartoon characters went gold and had a number one 
song. Hip Hop meets Dance, meets mild Alterna-Rock makes up these 17 tracks. The 
members of the band were created by a comic book artist and the people who actually 
played the songs were put together by the lead singer of Blur. | won't lie, | like the "Clint 
Eastwood" song. | also like "Rock the House,” which is very similar, and | like the song 
"Sound Check," but as a whole, the record isn't all that. It's very lopsided, with a couple 
of really good songs and a lot of filler n' not such good songs. But the fact is, the band 
isn't real, so why should any of the songs be good? Musicians did write them, but why 
couldn't they use them for their own albums? This is like the Backstreet Boys or Spice 
Girls; someone put a band together to force feed the masses, and it worked yet again. 
The label even has the imaginary band members doing interviews. So try and swallow 
that, people. You've all been duped again.(CD)-Myk 


Grade "Headfirst Straight to Hell" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St, Suite 504, Chicago, IL 
60607). If Grade aren't the best band on Victory (it's a tough competition with Thursday 
and Blood For Blood) then they are the most original. While they carry elements of 
different Punk, Emo, and Metal styles, they have their own flair. The vocals aren't are 
harsh as Dillinger Escape Plan, but they convey the ardent nature of the lyrics. The 
guitars are heavier than Lifetime and Thursday, but they are not nearly as heavy as Earth 
Crisis or the like. The drums are the most basic component of the music. They have a 
nice, upbeat, Rock feel to them. They're excellent in their simplicity. This is Grade's fifth 
or sixth release, and they continue to play a very important role in the development of the 
scene. The polarization of Emo and Hardcore is ever present. There shouldn't be a 
separation, but there is. Grade and similar bands are bridging the gap and bringing the 
two together. This is one of the most essential releases for the Emo-core world | have 
heard in some time. For people who aren't familiar with Grade, imagine a Jimmy Eat 
World release with some balls.(CD)-Myk 


Hey Mercedes “Everynight Fire Works” (Vagrant, 2118 Wilshire Blvd #361, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403). Marvelous release from Hey Mercedes (of the now defunct Braid). 
Fervent guitarwork, syncopated drumming, and heartfelt lyrics. Think Jets to Brazil meets 
Quicksand. One of the best records in my review pile. For fans of Burning Airlines, 
Promise Ring, Rival Schools.(CD)-Weiss 


Himsa “Death Infinite” (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). 
Himsa have a Metal/Hardcore sound, which at times sways from the Metal feel to a Punk 
feel, which makes this sound like a fast version of Kiss It Goodbye. This is a pretty good 
EP, but unfortunately this is only an EP. Fans of Converge might want to check this 
out.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Hywtken lillahies 


IKEN LULLABIES 


IN STORES MARCH I9TH 


NEW THIS YEAR FROM SIDE ONE DUMMY: THE MIGHTY MIGHTY BOSSTONES * AVOID ONE THING 
* 7SECONDS * MADCAP * KILL YOUR IDOLS * THE 2002 WARPED TOUR COMPILATION 


i UMMY 6201 SUNSET BLVD, #211 
:©-*| HOLLYWOOD, CA 90028 www.sideonedummy.com www.floggingmolly.com 





Himsa "Death Is Infinite" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). 
A departure from the out and out chaos of their previous endeavor, the latest from Himsa 
finds the band embracing what are comparatively straightforward, but similarly crazed 
tendencies on their latest EP, following a drastic lineup shift in which onetime vocalist 
Christian Schmitt was replaced by newcomer John Pettibone. A vocal scheme that is 
more barked than screeched thunders over a melding of chunkier Metal riffage, '80s 
Thrash-style riff sprawl, and an all encompassing start and stop Metalcore structure. The 
frenzied rhythm shifts, and Hessian experimentation of the band's previous full-length, 
Ground Breaking Ceremony, are largely absent from this recording, replaced by a far 
more streamlined metallic formula this time around. Gripping, and fast-paced 
nonetheless, though hardly as stylistically unique as their previous endeavor, this is a 
solid, more reserved follow up to earlier work.(CD)-Ramek 


The Hissyfits "Letters to Frank" (Top Quality Rock and Roll, POB 1110, Southgate, MI 
481985). |'m usually into all grrl bands, but The Hissyfits' 12 song offering didn't do it for 
me. They were like a bad version of the Breeders, Veruca Salt, and Belly. Oh 
well.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Holland Borthwick "Helene" (Temporary Residence Ltd, POB 22910, Baltimore, MD 
21203). This album was originally composed for an exhibition at the Swiss Institute in 
New York City in 1999. It is supposed to have a visual counterpart, and | must say, much 
is lost, considering | don't have the visuals. It plays out as one long song, lots of acoustic 
guitar, with spoken word poetry over it. Sonic Youth got the album title for A Thousand 
Leaves from the poem, and shit, the woman reciting it, sounds a whole lot like Kim 
Gordon (good thing!). While | didn't have the visuals to go along with it, the music sounds 
like it could go to a Hal Hartley (Trust, Simple Men) film.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Hypocrisy "10 Years of Chaos and Confusion" (Nuclear Blast, 1453-A 14th St. #324, 
Santa Monica, CA 90404). This CD is exactly what it sounds like, basically a "greatest 
hits" for Hypocrisy, celebrating 10 years of existence. The band has released seven 
albums if you include the Destroys Wacken live one. The 14 tracks on this disc were 
chosen by the band's fans via the Hypocrisy website. All the songs that were chosen 
from the band's earliest releases have been re-recorded to update them, and bring them 
up to modern recording capabilities; this alone makes it worth buying the album for long- 
time fans. As for those Death Metal fans who have never heard Hypocrisy, what are you 
waiting for? Peter and company are pioneers in the Death Metal meets Black Metal 
sound, and they are among the best musicians in the genre. Peter is also responsible 
for Abyss Studios and recording just about every band worth a shit in the whole 
Scandinavian scene. Aside from that, members of this band have been in War, Lock Up, 
Pain, and the Abyss, just to mention a few. This release will greatly appeal to fans of the 
early Florida Death Metal scene bands like Deicide and Cannibal Corpse, though there 
are far more progressions, and the musical ambience is far superior to that of those 
bands. The vocal range is also better, and the song structures prove that Hypocrisy could 
play circles around any of those bands. Essential listening for fans of the Black or Death 
Metal scenes. Tracks include "The Final Chapter," "Pleasures of Molestation," and 
"Osculum Obscenum."(CD)-Myk 


In Control "Another Year" (Indecision, POB 5781, Huntington Beach, CA 92615). Old 
School Hardcore and old school Punk = In Control. Sometimes reminding me of Black 
Flag mixed with new school Hardcore, these guys stand out from the rest of the pack. 
Lyrics are easy to relate to. There are lots of back-up shout-a-longs. Something to dance 
to in the pit.(CD)-Chris Munity 


J Church "Meaty, Beaty, Shitty Sounding" (Honey Bear, 1071 Clayton Ave. #506, Austin, 
TX 78723). This is the new CD on Lance's label and it's a singles collection. It contains 
lots of rarities and tracks from long out of print 7s, like the one with Small 23. There are 
nine covers too, of ELO, songs from the Grease soundtrack, Jesus and Mary Chain, 
Bitch Magnet, and Neil Young. There's been so many revolving members of this band. 
This collection features: Andee Connors (Pee, A Minor Forest), Manda Rin (Bis), Kelly 
Green (Pee, Cockpit), Johnny Takeaway, and Harriet Scott. Definitely a must have for 
J Church fans.(CD)-Chris Munity 


James LaBrie "Mullmuzzler 2" (Magna Carta, PMB 1820, East 51st St., New York, NY 
10022). Power Metal, as a rule, is a mystery to me. | don't get the whole flowery Metal 
sound and the operatic vocals. Metal was supposed to be powerful and heavy. People 
aren't incorporating Metal riffs into operas unless it's someone from like, Virgin Steele, 
so why would you incorporate opera into Metal? It's not like you're going to turn opera 
fans into metalheads (and that's not even something | want to imagine!). But more 
confusing to me are Prog Metal bands like Dream Theater. Experimental operatic Metal 
is just more wanking as far as I'm concerned. James LaBrie is a member of Dream 
Theater, and these are songs that he wrote outside of that band, with people like Mike 
Keneally and members of Shadow Gallery. This record will be critically acclaimed by 
every guitar aficionado to ever string up a piece of wood. You know what? It's boring as 
sin. It's a mental masturbation, put together by a bunch of guys who can never leave well 
enough alone. There's Jazz, and Prog Rock, and Power Metal, and atmosphere, and 
every other type of music ever invented thrown into a mix that is unbearable because 
there is too much going on. The vocals aren't totally without favor. James can actually 
sing fairly well, and he doesn't go too over the top. He has almost a Dio/ Rainbow feel 
to his vox. | don't know, maybe it's just me, but all this instrument wanking just bores me. 
| can't get into it to begin with, and when you have a bunch of wankers mixed together all 
vying for prime slots it just gets messy. Oh well, that's why | don't listen to this kind of 
stuff... and I'm sure most of you don't either.(CD)-Myk 
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The Juliana Theory "Music From Another Room" (Tooth & Nail, POB 12698, Seattle, 
WA 98111-4698). Rumor is that this EP was put out for the sole sake of TJT getting out 
of their contract. Not surprising if so, since the liner notes call these out as a bunch of 
unreleased tracks (aka leftovers). However, "Piano Song" is amongst the most 
beautiful-yet-hokey-cigarette-lighter songs of the year. As overtly-pop and cheesy as The 
Juliana Theory are, they do know how to write a great formulaic pop song. Please don't 
fire me, Rich.(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Kalmah "Swamplord" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404). 
Kalmah is one of the first albums to be released through the Century Media/Spinefarm 
partnership. Spinefarm and sublabel Spikefarm are responsible for discovering Finland's 
Children of Bodom, and now turn out another excellent melodic Metal band. A cross 
between Children of Bodom and In Flames, Kalmah relies a little more on keyboards and 
clean guitars than their contemporaries. The vocals have a dual sound that's been 
synchronized; it almost sounds like the demon from Evil Dead on vox. At times they very 
much remind me of Galder from Old Man's Child. The guitar work is very similar to In 
Flames, in their jacked up Iron Maiden-esque style. At times Kalmah sounds like a Power 
Metal band, and at times they sound like an old school Metal band experimenting with 
the harder aspects of music. The drums, for the most part, have a classic feel to them, 
keeping the band from venturing too far into the Death Metal realm. This is an amazing 
first effort for a band, and looks like the start of a beautiful relationship with Century and 
Spinefarm. | hope so, because we here in the States are the ones that win.(CD)-Myk 


Kammerflimmer Kollektief “Incommunicado” (Temporary Residence Ltd, POB 22910, 
Baltimore, MD 21203-4910). This improvised album of Indie Jazz Rock is phenomenal. 
There are some strange and ambient sounds mixed with free form Jazz, which give this 
album flavor that stands out. Fans of Iceburn (who would really like the first track, 
"Nachtwach"), Tortoise, and even Miles Davis would really dig this.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Khanate (Southern Lord, POB 291967, Los Angeles, CA 90029). Pronounced 
"con-eight," this is another collaboration disc featuring James Plotkin, formally of OLD. 
Also included in this little get together is Stephen O'Malley (Metal artist extraordinaire 
and former member of Burning Witch), Alan Dubin (formally of OLD), and Tim Wyskida 
(current member of Blind Idiot God). With a lineup like that, you can sort of imagine what 
this sounds like: Burning Witch meets Sleep, slowed down to one half. This is one of the 
slowest things I've ever, and it still maintains song structure. Alan's vocals are pure 
poison, spewing vomit ala Blaine from the Accused, except at the pace of Alan's one 
word to Blaine's full sentence. The LP version of this release has four songs, while the 
CD has five. All but one track are over nine minutes long, for a total length of about 56 
minutes. Khanate is definitely an acquired taste; it will take the most ardent Doom fan 
to get what this foursome is trying to achieve. If you think Sleep is too slow, then stay well 
away from this. Khanate makes Cathedral look like a Thrash band, and takes a good 
amount of mental energy to focus in on what's going on. This is true heavy listening, 
even beyond the music.(CD)-Myk 


Kicked In the Head “Thick As Thieves” (Resurrection AD, POB 763, Red Bank, NJ 
07701). Boston-based Hard Rock that has influences from all over the place. Picture 
Token Entry going Thrash Metal with a horn section (non-Ska). This is a veritable 
potpourri of goodness. Great songwriting and vocals.(CD)-Weiss 


Kill Your Idols "Funeral For A Feeling" (SideOneDummy, 6201 Sunset Blvd, Suite 211, 
Hollywood, CA 90028). KYI has really earned this spot at the big time. You would be 
hard pressed to find a harder working band than these guys; months and months of 
touring and tons of independent releases have really paid of for these Long Islanders. 
Funeral... comes across as the bands best recorded effort. It showcases the talents of 
all the members, and has an excellent mix, unlike not-so-good mixes that have plagued 
them in the past. The disc features 17 tracks of old school derived tracks mixed with 
some newer East Bay style Hardcore. The band has also manages to shed the Negative 
Approach sound that they started out with. The guitar parts are more intricate, and the 
thythms are far better as well. The weakest spot on this would be the drum lines, but as 
the band has improved so much already, I'm sure that will be the next thing addressed. 
Allin all, this is one of the best straight up Hardcore records you could spend your hard 
earned money on today.(CD)-Myk 


Korovakill "Waterhells" (Red Stream, POB 342, Camp Hill, PA 17001). Korovakill hails 
from Austria, and that's about all | can tell you about them. | read their bio and it tells me 
almost nothing. It appears that they are a three-piece, but that's known only by the picture 
provided. Musically, Korovakill has some similarities to the higher profile Norwegian 
bands. The music is very similar at times to Enslaved, while some of the background 
effects remind me of Bethlehem. When the vocals are clean they sometimes remind me 
of Emperor, but the screeching vocals more remind me of Burzum; and then there are 
the female vocals similar to Peccatum or perhaps Synergy. The songs are kind of epic 
sounding at times, but also slow down to a disjointed mix of clean vocals, heavy guitars, 
and bad synths. This is far from an essential purchase as it becomes tedious, and the 
heavy parts aren't all that original. Korovakill is kind of a third stringer in the hierarchy of 
the underground Metal world.(CD)-Myk 


Kosher "Self Control" (BYO, POB 67609, Los Angeles, CA 90067). Straight outta 
Missouri, BYO brings us the new album from Kosher. Mixing early Replacements with 
more modern bands like Dillinger Four and labelmates Pinhead Circus, Kosher play 
melodic Punk Rock with some catchy lead guitar work and tight musicianship. The lyrics 
deal with a variety of issues from heartbreak, to drinking, to making a change in the world 
we live. This record's not bad at all, its just not all that memorable once the last track 
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ends.(CD)-McClernon 


Kreator "Violent Revolution” (SPV, POB 2425, Trenton, NJ 08607). German Thrash, if 
done well, is one of the best forms of Metal ever created. With that in mind, one of the 
best bands to ever pioneer that style is Kreator. They were the fastest, meanest, and had 
the most talent, until the mid '90s when they tried to go commercial and melt into the 
mainstream. Well, they're back doing what they are good at. This is the best album that 
band has done since Coma of Souls. Of course, the band's best works, Endless Pain 
and Pleasure to Kill were not available in the US until recently (except for high-priced 
imports) so Kreator never got their due. Violent Revolution features Mille's patented 
growl on vocals, and the band's propensity towards high speed guitar riffs and time 
changes. The drummer's style harkens back to a time just prior to the perfection of blast 
beats; it's straight-up double kick on these recordings. This is where Thrash and Speed 
Metal originated, and 12 prime examples are offered here. | can't express how important 
this band is, or how much you should own this and the band's earliest 
recordings.(CD)-Myk 


The Lawrence Arms "Apathy and Exhaustion" (Fat Wreck Chords, POB 193690, San 
Francisco, CA 94119-3690). Just another group of spoiled rich white kids who play 
pussy-assed, overproduced, radio friendly bullshit. Like Lagwagon, but different. There 
is just no need to be this annoying.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Les Black's Amazing Pink Holes "Breakfast With the Holes" (Smog Veil, 774 Mays 
#10-454, Incline Village, NV 89451). This record's phenomenal! Really primitive 
Rock-n-fucking-Roll originally released back in the mid-'80s, but now for everyone to 
consume. The first track is a cover of "The Lion Sleeps Tonight," which is so bad you 
gotta love the balls that this band has for recording it. This is the record you want on at 
a party when its time to make your move on the girl who's been eyeing you all evening. 
If you like the Devil Dogs or New Bomb Turks, give this a try.(CD)-McClernon 


Lightheavyweight "Isn't It Pretty to Think So?" (Your Best Guess, POB 64, Denville, NJ 
07834). Great full sound, I'd imagine that Brit-poppers would like this, especially fans of 
The Divine Comedy. No, not that stupid piece of literature that, the loungy-orchestra 
hipster guy with the orchestra. Vocals very similar to The Manic Street Preachers yet 
instruments that are lax like Travis, before every song had to sound like "Why Does It 
Always Rain On Me?"(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Limp (Honest Don's, POB 192027, San Francisco, CA 94119-2027). What can | say, 
other than that this just does not appeal to me? I'm pretty hit or miss with Honest Don's 
stuff, and unfortunately, this falls in the latter. It's straight up Pop Punk, with no sense of 
urgency or danger. The songs are not bad per se but they are just weak, and the vocals 
come across with no enthusiasm whatsoever. It just sounds as if Limp are not playing 
with any energy or love for music, and it is a major turnoff. The opening track, "Oh No,” 
is the only song that sounds different (and isn't half bad), on what is otherwise a pretty 
monotonous album.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


MIA "Lost Boys" (Alternative Tentacles, POB 419092, San Francisco, CA 94141). 
Alternative Tentacles have started to re-release some really classic stuff on CD in the 
recent past; MIA would be one such band. They started in 1979 in Las Vegas and broke 
into the big time with an appearance on the Not So Quiet comp on AT in 1982. This CD 
collects all the band's recorded works, their four releases, plus comp tracks and a few 
other gems. You can hear bits and pieces that may have had a hand in the evolution of 
7 Seconds. This is classic old school Punk at its best, and it comes in a great package 
with liner notes and a timeline of the band. This west coast Punk Rock will be great for 
all you fans of TSOL, Agent Orange, and Social Distortion. They apparently also 
re-mastered these songs, because the recordings sound great. Probably the most 
essential release AT has put out in the second half of 2001.(CD)-Myk 


Mach Tiver (MachTiver@hotmail.com). This screamy bass and drums duo blast through 
six tracks of brutal noise squalling low end on their self-released EP. It is somewhat 
difficult to pinpoint the respective genre that Mach Tiver would be filed under, which trust 
me is a blessing. Their sound seems to be aiming for the chaotic screamo of bands like 
Reversal of Man and The Orchid, yet through their primitive, pared-down setup they 
seem to achieve a sound that is reminiscent of noisy Post-Punk bands like Unwound or 
Karp. It is screamy, chaotic, and blunt music through massive drum sounds and through 
a pulsating distorted bass guitar, yet | could forsee many in this band's scene overlooking 
them because they aren't a third rate Locust ripoff. It would be interesting to see how far 
their unique two piece setup will take them. Any future material would give the rhetorical 
screamo genre something new and original to bite on.(CD)-Andriani 


Mastodon "Lifesblood” (Relapse, POB 2060, Upper Darby, PA 19082). Mastodon is a 
fucking sledgehammer to the teeth. It's fast, unrelenting Metal with technical precision 
and hard-as-nails dance parts. This shit makes me want to rip out my landlord’s throat 
with my bare fucking hands. For addicts of pure, fucking aggression.(CD)-Weiss 


Matt Pond PA "The Green Fury" (Polyvinyl, POB 1885, Danville, IL 61834). Great 
mostly-distortionless singer/songwriter stuff. Most interesting is the use of strings, horns, 
vibraphone and lap steel, along the expected guitars, bass, drums and keyboards. Lots 
of sound, yet very laid back. Better than The Strokes, but what does that mean when The 
Strokes suck?(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Mercury Rev "All ls Dream" (V2, 14th East 4th St. New York, NY 10012). It is funny how 
a band can evolve over time into something that wasn't even imaginable in its inception. 
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That is such the case with Mercury Rev, who were notorious for their much publicized 
inter-band squabbles (former singer David Baker would travel separately to shows 
because of his inability to get along with his bandmates), and their noisy feedback 
saturated sets; one being infamous, in which they caused the plug to be pulled at 
Lollapolloza in Nevada due to excessive noise. As shown on 1998's Desserter’s Songs 
and their latest, All Is Dream, Mercury Rev resemble an orchestra more so than a band. 
In the past they extrapolated every single sound and maximized it, creating a full throttle 
stranglehold while today they use every sound sparingly and creates a dense, 
melancholic setting. | liked "The Dark Is Rising,” which features spine-tingling piano lines 
and symphonic crescendos, and "Spider and Flies," a bizarre pop song with verses as 
memorable as the choruses. Mercury Rev continue to make amazingly unique music that 
is the perfect soundtrack to your favorite silent movie. Fans of post-Zariekka Flaming 
Lips will most certainly enjoy this.(CD)-Andriani 


Mié “Lunchbox” (Kung Fu, POB 38009, Hollywood, CA 90038). Another Pop Punk smash 
hit from Kung Fu. Mi6 are from Kansas; they will rock you, and your little dog too. Twelve 
tracks full of great harmonies and high energy. For fans of Lagwagon and the 
Ataris.(CD)-Weiss 


Mid Carson July “Wessel” (Fueled By Ramen, POB 12563, Gainsville, FL 32604). 
Catchy Pop Punk which isn't unbearable. | don't really care for this style, but it sounds 
similar to the stuff they play on commercial radio, though this has a lot more to catch on 
to, as well as faster drums and more complex riffs. If you're into this sort of thing you will 
like this.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Midnight Creeps “One Track Mind” (Kate Hell, POB 4083, Attleboro, MA 02703). Whoa. 
Nine minutes of angry, foul-mouthed chicks with a lot of soul! Superb garagey, Punk 
Rock n' Roll. Awesome vocals reminiscent of Concrete Blonde, but with Tourettes. | 
predict “I'm A Cunt’ will be a huge hit at weddings and prom nights by 2005.(CD)-Weiss 


Mighty Flashlight (Jade Tree, 2310 Kennwynn Rd, Wilmington, DE 19810). Pretty 
mellow stuff. Acoustic guitar, drum machines, Neil Young-esque vocals. Not exactly my 
cup of Fresca, but definitely high caliber songwriting and musicianship here.(CD)-Weiss 


Misfits "12 Hits From Hell" (Caroline...no address). Words cannot describe how 
majestic this release is. | have listened to it nearly a dozen times per day since | received 
it. All of your favorite songs are here, except very different, unreleased versions. You 
need this record. It's unquestionably some of the greatest Misfits material ever recorded. 
Unfortunately, Glenn pulled it off the shelves because "he felt the mix was of an inferior 
nature." No new release date has been set. There are some copies still floating around. 
Happy hunting.(CD)-Weiss 


The Mr. T Experience "...And The Women Who Loved Them: Special Addition" 
(Lookout! 3264 Adeline St., Berkeley, CA 94703). This here is a very special MTX CD 
with over 20 songs, featuring the original ...ATWWLT EP, demos, B-sides, outtakes, and 
compilation tracks. There is a 12 page booklet, including liner notes from Dr. Frank 
himself. Surprisingly enough, it is a fairly enjoyable and extensive album. Me, | liked the 
acoustic stuff best but that's because I'm a pussy. The production on a lot of these tracks 
is a bit more on the raw side, which is cool considering we are talking about Pop Punk. 
Did | mention Elton John and Duran Duran covers? If you are a fan of MTX, there is no 
reason you shouldn't own this. Too bad mine skips.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


The Multiple Cat “The Golden Apple Hits" (Plow City, POB 1604, Moline, IL 
61266-1604). No question. This is for Cure (circa Love Cats) and Ben Folds Five fans. 
Talent is overflowing here, from songwriting to arrangements. Multi-layered soundscapes 
and refreshing use of the clarinet and cello. Fantastic blend of Modern Rock and 
Pop.(CD)-Weiss 


Nakatomi Plaza "Private Property" (Gunboat, Apt. 2L Columbia St, Cambridge, MA 
02140). Aseven song EP mixing Hardcore, Emo, and Punk. It's hard to compare them 
to anyone, which is a good thing. The lyrics lean towards the political side. Check this 
out.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Necrodeath "Black As Pitch" (Scarlet/End, 556 S. Fair Oaks Ave. #101-111, Pasadena, 
CA 91105). Necrodeath, | believe, comes to us from Italy, but I'm not sure. They play a 
very fierce Black Thrash that no band from this country can compare with. They sound 
like a cross between Bathory and Kreator. The vocals are purely Quarthon, while the 
music sounds very much like Mille and company. It's a great mix, especially the Endless 
Pain-sounding guitars. This has been brought to the US through the kindness of The End 
Records in California. Necrodeath has a previous record that was not officially released 
here, and is one of the best kept secrets in the underground; at least it's a secret from 
the US until now. This is one of the best and fastest records I've heard in a year. An 
instant classic for people not looking for the status quo Metal release, or the flowery 
sound exhibited on much of the European stuff lately. This is flat out and in your 
face.(CD)-Myk 


Necrophagia "Cannibal Holocaust" (Renegade, POB 29364, Philadelphia, PA 19125). 
This a new EP from Killjoy and company, but isn't necessarily new stuff. The disc 
features six tracks packed into this excellent looking digipak. It features the uncensored 
version of the title track. In addition, it also features a CD ROM track for the title song. 
The disc contains two demo songs that had later versions appeared on the band's last 
full-length. One new song, and a cover of Mayhem's "Chainsaw Lust" round out the track 
listing. | firmly believe that the unmixed demo tracks are some of the best recordings the 
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band has ever released. It really has a raw feel that perpetuates the splatter horror movie 
vibe of the band's output. | guess it's possible to overproduce Splattercore, but that isn't 
what happened here. I'm still not a huge fan of this band, and | still don't think much of 
Phil Anselmo as a guitar player, but this CD is still one of the band's best.(CD)-Myk 


The Nifters "Riding Shotgun” (Scooch Pooch, 5850 W. 3rd St. Suite 209, Los Angeles, 
CA 90036). The CD tray says "high quality Punk Rock" and it's being pretty damn honest, 
folks. Here we've got Preben, Mats, Tengo and Johan“four Swedes'playing Rock that's 
defined inspired by prime AC/DC, Motorhead and all seventies hard rock, only it's done 
at punk speed. No complaints here, even if it, like the aforementioned bands, suffers 
from being the same three chords over and over again... (CD)-Paltrowitz 


No Warning (Bridge Nine, POB 990052, Boston, MA 02199-0052). Rough and tumble 
Hardcore that breathes a much needed breath of fresh air into a scene where fashion 
dominates, and pretense pervades. Up and coming Canadian braves No Warning draw 
an undeniable influence here from New York Hardcore at its very prime, yielding a sound 
that hearkens back to demo-era Breakdown and Set /t Off-era Madball, fusing the 
crushing tempos and bile-coated vocals of those legendary bands with a progressive 
sense of channeled, evocative aggression. Punishing, cold, and menacing, with a 
definite sense of groove to the sizeable riff onslaught that rains down from above, the 
nine songs featured on this release (six new recordings combined with the band's three 
song demo) present a raw, no-frills onslaught of undiluted unrest for all to savor. Straight 
up and gimmick free, as it ought to be. (CD)-Ramek 


Novadriver “Void” (Small Stone, POB 2007, Detroit, Mi 48202). Novadriver is not as 
stoned as other Stoner Rock bands sound. Compared to a band like Goatsnake, 
Novadriver is a little less harsh on the ear, and that's not a bad thing. This disk contains 
a lot of melodic heavy bass Rock. | really like this, and if you have a Stoner Rock 
collection, you should add this to yours.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Numbskulls "The Great Brain Bake-Off' (Smog Veil, 774 Mays #10-454, Incline Village, 
NV 89451). The Numbskulls play Rock n' Roll that's not all too original but nonetheless 
keeps me entertained throughout the disc. In particular, | like the vocals, which remind 
me somewhat of Tesco Vee, lead singer of the always offensive Meatmen. Not bad, but 
there are a lot of bands out there doing this style better, like the 
Hellacopters.(CD)-McClernon 


One Time Angels “Tricks and Dreams” (Lookout! 3264 Adeline St., Berkeley, CA 
94703). Pretty cool EP. Modern Punk Rock with a touch of Emo. Features members of 
Screw 32, Fury 66, and Scotty Hay from the Plus Ones. For fans of Jawbox and Jets to 
Brazil.(CD)-Weiss 


Panic “Dying For It” (Bridge Nine, POB 990052, Boston, MA 02199-0052). AMAZING! 
Another solid release from Bridge Nine. Panic picks up where Negative Approach left off. 
Remarkable, old school HC/Punk that captures the spirit and integrity of our favorite 
bands of yesteryear: Supertouch, GB, Cro-Mags, SOIA, etc. This is a great seven song 
EP from start to finish. | strongly suggest picking up everything on Bridge Nine. They are 
THE Hardcore label for this decade.(CD)-Weiss 


Park “No Signal" (Lobster, POB 1473, Santa Barbara, CA 93102). Fuck yeah! Heavy, 
catchy and melodic! The whole record is awesome. Heartfelt tunes in the vein of Big Drill 
Car and Jawbreaker. Tight, impeccable playing with tremendous production. 
Unbelievable for a debut release. I'm impressed.(CD)-Weiss 


Penfold "Our First Taste of Escape" (Milligram, POB 174, Wickatunk, NJ 07765). These 
are a great batch of songs, though most of ‘em take too long to unravel and get 
underway. After hearing so many bands with reverberated finger-picked guitar parts with 
open strings, heavy bass-drumming, detuned bass, "tortured" lyrics and heavier 
breakdowns than verses, no real disrespect aimed towards Penfold, I'd rather just listen 
to something upbeat and/or more straight-forward. These guys are obviously very 
intelligent and witty, as assumed from the lyrics and song titles, so why not apply some 
more of that to the music itself? Great art and photograph regardless... (CD)-Paltrowitz 


Phobia "Serenity Through Pain" (Necropolis, POB 14815, Fremont, CA 94539). Phobia 
is one of the most punishing Grind bands | have ever seen. They absolutely destroyed 
CBGB, and then they came at me with this album. Twenty-one tracks plus a Final 
Conflict cover thrown in. There are no slow parts, no keyboards, no female vocals, 
nothing but pure GRIND! These guys are in your face from second one and don't stop 
kicking you in the balls till the disc is through. There's some of the best double kick that 
the genre has ever seen. The twin vocals are a little odd. For one of the few times in my 
memory, the screeched vocals are more powerful than the growls. The guitar sound 
reminds me of Nausea, and the bass sounds like it's off a Death Metal album. Phobia 
ranks up with Pig Destroyer, Circle of Dead Children, and Blood Duster as the most 
dangerous bands in the music scene today! A must own for extreme music 
listeners.(CD)-Myk 


Pirx the Pilot (New Disorder, 115 Bartlett St, San Francisco, CA 94110). A nice fusion 
of beat-oriented, bass driven Hardcore Punk wreckage, and a fair dose of melody to boot 
is displayed on these five songs. With a lyrical scheme that is self-deprecating, and 
satirical in a manner that conveys the Dead Kennedys, and a vocal delivery that reeks 
of Bad Religion's Greg Graffin, a nice smattering of cross currents along the Hardcore 
Punk gamut is demonstrated here. Conformity, blind patriotism, and complacency are 
key subjects addressed in good form, with some interesting hooks, and quirky 
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musicianship adding to the verbal trouncing. For all its relative ingenuity, though, the 
overall sound comes off a bit flat, and the limited vocal range clashes a bit at times with 
the fairly frenetic dissonance. Not a bad endeavor overall, but despite some lyrical 
witticisms, there is little especially standout about this recording.(CD)-Ramek 


Powerball “Opposing Furies” (Rat Town, POB 50803, Jax Beach, FL 32240). Solid 
release from this soulful Florida Hardcore outfit. Intelligent lyrics, tight rhythms; it plain 
as fuck rocks! If | won the Powerball, | would hire a full-time midget assistant (ala Mr. 
Rourke) and a mime to interpret everything | say. The three of us would go to the Mall of 
America, try on Speedos, and drink Orange Julius until we vomit. Then, we will come to 
your house. You couldn't stop us, because | would have a lot more money than 
you.(CD)-Weiss 


Pulley "Together Again For The First Time" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Bivd, Los Angeles, 
CA 90026). Catchy, tight, and extremely melodic Pop Punk. Thirteen songs with excellent 
production and musicianship. A classic Epitaph release.(CD)-Chris Munity 


Quiet Riot "Metal Health: Metal Re-Master Series" (Portrait, 1976 East High St., 
Pottstown, PA 19464). How could | not include this? After all, | live on Long Island and 
these guys are still stars here, not to mention they were such a great part of my youth. 
| was 11 when this record came out, and it was the first Metal album to hit #1 on 
Billboard! So, we all know how good and how essential this record is, but this version 
has some great extras. It has a whole expanded booklet with tons of great new photos 
and a really indepth set of liner notes just for this version. It also has two new tracks 
added; one is called "Danger Zone," and is previously unreleased. The other is a live 
version of "Slick Black Cadillac" that has never been on CD before. The whole thing has 
been re-mastered and sounds amazing! Hey, you know you need this, and now you have 
no excuse like "I already have it." Just go get it, you know you want to.(CD)-Myk 


Rabies Caste "Let the Soul Out and Cut the Vein" (Earache, 43 West 38th St. 2nd FI, 
New York, NY 10018). If nothing else, this band has the strangest history | have heard 
in some time. They formed in Russia and then relocated to Israel, not the ideal place for 
a Metal band to flourish. This is a 10 track debut for Earache and this three-piece. They 
sort of have a Dillinger Escape Plan meets Clutch meets Today Is The Day sound, but 
seems to rely greatly on that doomy guitar sound that Clutch has culminated the last few 
releases. The vocals very much remind me of Steve Austin, and the guitar riffs have that 
Dillinger feel, but sound muffled. The songs are dirty and sludgy, and progress slowly 
through the chord and structural changes. For those looking for a straight out Doom or 
Grind band, Rabies Caste falls under neither category. The band has managed to keep 
themselves category free, and kind of surf through classifications. More for the Sludge 
fans than the Hardcore kids though, as the songs are probably too slow for most of your 
tastes.(CD)-Myk 


The Ramonetures “Johnny Walk Don't Run Pauline" (Blood Red, 2134 NE 25th, 
Portland, OR 97212). Here's something you don't here everyday; 12 X tunes played Surf 
style. Even cooler; Billy Zoom and DJ Bonebrake are in this band, and there's a half 
naked chick on the cover. A must have for fans of X and softcore porn, but totally 
recommended for Surf aficionados as well. Twelve bitchin’ instrumentals which include 
renditions of "Los Angeles," "White Girl," “Hungry Wolf," and "Beyond and 
Back."(CD)-Weiss 


Randy "The Human Atom Bombs" (Burning Heart/Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los 
Angeles, CA 90026). Another fine release from the people at Burning Heart. These 
Swedes play some excellent Mod meets Clash style Punk Rock. The sound is upbeat, 
but some of the lyrics are pretty serious. They have an excellent guitar sound and an 
even better recording. This is one of those records that you don't just pick up at the store. 
You've probably never heard of the band and the group's name is a little weird. Your 
friend brings it over and says "You gotta hear this!" and instantly you're the band's 
biggest fan. I've played this for three people, and all of them have run out to pick it up. 
This really is a quality release, a diamond in the rough. This disc is probably the single 
review in this whole issue where | will not even be able to remotely convey to you how 
good the CD is. Just take my word for it. If you like ‘70's Mod, The Clash, or Street Punk 
of any kind, this is the disc to pick up.(CD)-Myk 


The Red Tops “Outta Luck, Outta Money, Outta Tune” (http:/go.to/theredtops). A 
fuckhouse of HC/Punk Rock n' Roll! The bastard lovechild of Zeke and Black Flag 
adopted by Sick of It All. Great shit. Six blistering tracks that will make you thirsty for 
cheap beer and sweet love. Somebody sign these guys!(CD)-Weiss 


Ringworm "Birth Is Pain" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St., Suite 504, Chicago, IL 60607). If 
| was to pick a style of Hardcore that | would want to listen to on a regular basis (aside, 
of course, from late '80s New York Straight Edge), | would always pick Cleveland 
Hardcore. It has brought some of my favorite bands of all time, but none more than 
Integrity; but close second to Integrity is the band Ringworm. | have been listening to 
these guys since their album on Incision Records. The current incarnation of the band 
has them signed to Victory and featuring ex-members of Integrity. The album features 
that patented Clevo-core sound that so many bands have tried to copy, but only a few 
have been really good at; it's a metallic sounding Negative Approach set of vocals mixed 
over super-distorted guitar licks and a set of blast beats over your normal Hardcore 
drumming. Combined, it's a really dark and menacing Hardcore sound, not to mention 
you can always count on Ringworm to throw in the prerequisite throwdown mosh part. 
Imagine, if you could, a metallic Kill Your Idols and you'd be very close to what's going 
on. This is good shit, and Ringworm is carrying on the Cleveland tradition like 
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champs.(CD)-Myk 


Robert Rich "Bestiary" (Relapse, 1720 State Rd., Upper Darby, PA 19082). Robert Rich, 
even after all the releases the man has put out, continues to find more locked away in 
his brain that fall under the extreme electronics genre than virtually any human alive. 
While other artists put out more records, Rich manages to continually release good ones 
that don't all sound the same. Bestiary is somewhat of a concept album as it deals with 
the folklore of Medieval Times. The sounds that Rich has created are to represent all the 
imaginary beats that are told of in legend. It is a sort of “sound of nature" recording, but 
he has managed to take all these "creatures" he has created and turn them into eight 
virtual pieces. While | understand that electronics and abstract sounds are not for 
everyone (my wife just yelled that this sucks) it does prove that Robert Rich is continually 
one of the pioneers of the genre, and he still has the ability to put out good records for 
those who appreciate this abstract art.(CD)-Myk 


Rye Coalition "On Top" (Tiger Style, 149 Wooster St. 4th Fl, New York, NY 10012). 
Well, a glance at On Top and its credits and you should say "damn, this rules." Steve 
Albini's a co-conspirator and then you've got song titles like "Stairway to the Free Bird 
On the Way to the Smokey Water" and "Honky, Please!" One full listen and yes, this 
group obviously loves Rocket From the Crypt and its many off-shoots. Rye Coalition is 
a band for anyone who's about free-spirited guitar leads amongst the witty lyrics. The 
vocals really get to me though... (CD)-Paltrowitz 


Saxon "Killing Ground" (Steamhammer/SPV, POB 721147, 30531, Hannover, Germany). 
British Power Metal legends Saxon are still cranking out quality stuff, even in this day and 
age. Though the band's heyday was back in the early 1980's, Killing Ground proves 
these veterans are still far from extinction. Certain songs stand out, such as "Killing 
Ground," which excels thanks to a classic '80s Power Metal feel and a technical as fuck 
bass solo which stands out like a cool sore thumb in the middle of the track, and 
"Coming Home" which has a distinctive Blues Rock/Metal vibe. Who needs to be 
bothered with such new school outfits like Narnia and Paradise Lost when the real deal 
are these godfathers of Power Metal?(CD)-Alex 


Scar Culture "Inscribe" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 
90404). There are a lot of bands in the scene today that are desperately attempting to 
mix together different genres in an attempt to be original. As a rule, this doesn't work. 
Either the band goes too far overboard with one style, or they aren't good enough 
musicians to pull it off. Scar Culture (formally Scrape) from new York City has managed 
to walk that fine line on their debut album, /nscribe. The vocals sound like a mix of The 
Crown and Maniac from Mayhem. The singer alternates between the two voices, but 
predominantly uses the deeper-sounding growl. The drums sound like they are right out 
of a corpse paint-wearing Black Metal band, while the guitar riffs sound like they could 
be off a Dillinger Escape Plan record. Super powerful barchords rifle into individual notes 
played ala Samoth or Galder. The bass is the most direct instrument; the riffs seem 
pretty straight forward, and hold this all together. Scar Culture has brought themselves 
to the forefront as one of the most brutal bands in New York City. Live, the band can 
really bring the beat down as well, pushing the crowd into a frenzy. They can bring the 
tone across live, and Billy Milano has managed to bring that feeling to the recording of 
this CD. Scar Culture is one band | expect to hear a lot from in this coming year, and | 
expect it's a band that most of you fevered metalheads will want to hear.(CD)-Myk 


Scissorfight "Mantrapping For Sport and Profit" (Tortuga, POB 15608, Boston, MA 
02215). New Hampshire's finest are back with a vengeance! As a matter of fact, 
Mantrapping... is this band's best offering yet, and all 13 tracks will drag you into 
Scissorfight's world of blistering Hard Rock, which will remind you of bands like early 
Aerosmith, Zeppelin, and Crowbar. Relying on their sonic recipe of beefy powerchords, 
bluesy guitar licks, a thunderous rhythm section, and gritty vocals provided by the one 
and only lronlung, this CD gets my nod for being one of the best releases of 2001. Tracks 
like "Acid For Blood," "New Hampshire's Alright If You Like Fighting," and "Candy Clark" 
pack a punch and stand out as the best tracks on this disc. Buy this CD and give praise 
to the almighty Scissorfight!(CD)-Alex 


Shockwave "The Complete Collection" (Triple Crown, 331 West 57th St. PMB 473, New 
York, NY 10019). Beatdown mosh rife with Transformers allusions. A complete, 
definitive retrospective of the hefty, dancefloor battering output of this Hatebreed-esque 
impact unit. Rhythmic, shout-along infused tonal damage that is, to its credit, Rap-core 
free. Pulsing Metal grooves, and a never ending supply of double bass pedal driven 
damage spans this compilation, which encompasses the band’s Autohate LP, Dominicon 
EP, Warpath 7", and demo-era work. Largely mid-tempo chuggachugg rumblers infused 
with traces of '80s Thrash lick fodder, as well as mammoth builds and breaks at every 
turn. Fans of the mid-to-late '90s Metalcore style (and it certainly needs no introduction 
at this point) should take note. Tough as nails.(CD)-Ramek 


Slaughter and the Dogs "Beware of..." (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San Francisco, CA 
94114). The latest addition to the growing list of UK Punk veterans back on the scene, 
Slaughter and the Dogs, played their first shows in 1976 supporting the Sex Pistols and 
later appeared on the now classic Oj! The Album. This is their first Punk Rock n' Roll 
studio album in 20 years, and | dig it. The CD is enhanced and contains a video for the 
catchy opening track, "Saturday Night ‘Till Sunday Morning.” There is a great cover of the 
Beatles’ "Hard Day's Night" and a new, lyrically updated version of "Hell In New York" 
which you can hear live in New York when Slaughter and the Dogs play CBGB's on 
February 17. See you there!(CD)-Krog 
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Sleepless “Winds Blow Higher" (Raven Music/The End, 556 S. Fair Oaks Ave. 
#101-111, Pasadena, CA 91105). This album was licensed from Raven Music in Israel 
and put out through The End Records in the United States. The band really only consists 
of two permanent members and fills up the other instruments with session players, 
mostly on horns and a couple other instruments they apparently can't play. This is an 
extremely mellow album. Sleepless takes the most moody aspects of a Gothic record, 
mixes ‘em with an almost Lounge tempo, and then presents it in an almost later era 
Tiamat style. There is very little distortion throughout the record, as the clean playing 
style really forms an ambience that few of the Goth Metal bands can ever hope to 
achieve. It's more like a classical orchestra playing a very dark piece with vocals. There 
are lots of string parts and background horn playing. It sounds like the band has 20 
pieces playing at once. The female vocals on this record are excellent; every once ina 
while a band will actually find a woman who can sing, and this happens to be the case 
here. A good portion of the time the male vocals are whispered, but they can escalate 
to a dull growl. This is really an excellently crafted disc that would be lost here without 
the help of The End. There are so many good bands out there that never make it to the 
States, because the US fans are too narrow-minded and won't discover new things. 
Well, do yourself a favor and check this out. Someone has already done the discovering 
for you, and you'll be the better for it.(CD)-Myk 


Sloan "Pretty Together" (Murder, no adaress...). If there has been one band that critics 
love take shots at it's Canada's Sloan. Ever since their first single, "Underwhelmed,” and 
from their metamorphosis from Teenage Fanclub wannabes to being forbearers of retro 
stadium Rock, critics have been paying attention to everything but the songs. 
Consistently since being dropped by DGC, Sloan has been making memorable Beatles 
and mid '70s Cheap Trick-influenced Rock. "In the Movies" is evidence alone of Sloan's 
potential to write timeless Rock songs, just like their heroes. In "Other Man," 
bassist/vocalist Chris Murphy sings "Now I'm the other man/ No one's rooting for me," 
which seems to illustrate how Rock music has distanced itself from its basic premise 
and how only a few proud, (ahem Sloan) are left to carry Rock n' Roll's torch proudly. 
And maybe that has been Sloan's goal along... not to change Rock music, but help 
preserve its finer moments.(CD)-Andriani 


Sodom “M-16" (Steamhammer POB 72 1147, 30531 Hannover, Germany). Dude. Heavy 
Thrash circa 1987. Ten songs about war and death, except for a headbanging rendition 
of "Surfin' Bird." For fans of Master of Puppets era Metallica and South of Heaven era 
Slayer.(CD)-Weiss 


Sodom "M-16" (SPV, POB 2425, Trenton, NJ 08607). Twenty years after this band got 
together they are still releasing punishment by the boatload. M-76 isn't quite the 
pummeling abuse of their last effort, Code Red, but it assaults the senses in an 
altogether different way. This is a concept album based on the Vietnam war; the band 
even took the time to tour the country while they were writing for it. It's a return to ‘80's 
German Thrash without any kind of compromise or genre dilution. Angelripper has one 
of the most recognizable voices in extreme Metal, and he once again shows his wares 
in full effect. For those not familiar with this historic band, the closest thing we have in 
the United States is Slayer (not that Sodom is as earth shattering as Slayer, but it's the 
best comparison). Tom's vocals are very similar to Angelripper's and the solos are very 
reminiscent of King's. Sodom just never received the same recognition as Slayer due to 
the fact that they didn't release any domestic albums ‘til the mid '90s, and it was their 
worst one. M-76 will hopefully bring about the long denied recognition due this band. 
They have been here for years, and | guess they will be here for many more, unlike the 
shitty American bands that call themselves "Metal" bands. Without Sodom you can bet 
your ass that bands like Slipknot would sound different than they do, as would many of 
the popular Norwegian bands that are so popular. An essential release for the real 
metalheads out there.(CD)-Myk 


Soilent Green "A Deleted Symphony For the Beaten Down" (Relapse, 1720 State Rd., 
Upper Darby, PA 19082). So not much has changed for this Southern powerhouse. 
Despite being named one of Rolling Stones most influential Metal bands of recent years, 
they still refuse to play by the rules. Despite playing gigs with fellow Southerners Pantera, 
they refuse to compromise the absolute assault that is their songs. Deleted... is one of 
the heaviest hard-to-categorize records you will ever find. Despite having members of 
a Death Metal band and a Black Metal band, Soilent has managed to carve out their own 
Southern waste Metal. It would be easy to copy the somewhat commercial sound of 
Pantera or Crowbar; they probably could even make a few bucks that way, but that 
seems to be the farthest thing from the minds of this menacing five piece. There are 
guttural vocals laid over disjointed blast beats that intertwine with overly distorted Death 
meets Southern Rock guitar notes. The bass has riffs that most guitarists would be 
jealous of, and it's heavy as hell. Compromise is not a world in the vocabulary of Soilent 
Green, and this heavier than ever offering is true proof. They unfortunately had to cancel 
their tour because their bus flipped, but the label has already announced they will be 
back in 2002. If you don't believe an album can be this heavy, don't take my word for it. 
See them live. They're even heavier and they're loud as fuck, so bring some earplugs, 
you wussies!(CD)-Myk 


State Craft "To Celebrate the Forlorn Seasons" (Goodlife, POB 114, 8500 Kortrijk, 
Belgium). \n the United States we so rarely get to hear the killer music that is coming out 
of Japan. On occasion we'll get a Sigh release, or last year Howling Bull Records had 
a US office and we got the Hellchild release, but with the odd exception we don't get 
much. That is why State Craft is such a joy. This band is totally fucking killer. State Craft 
play a Death Metal sound with Hardcore structures. The vocal and guitar sounds are 
right out of the Metal handbook, but the structures and the breakdowns are totally 
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Hardcore-influenced. It's the opposite of almost all the Hardcore bands out there today. 
A flurry of double kicks and cymbal beatings highlight the drummer's work. The guitar 
sounds like it came from the Morbid Angel school of Floridian Death Metal, and the bass 
player sounds like he could have been in Deicide. The vocalist sounds like he could be 
from Sweden, the vocals are so wicked. They do sort of remind me of country mates 
GISM a bit, but a little less squatter sounding. All in all this is a great fucking record that 
you really should check out; whether you're into Hardcore, Metal, or Grindcore, you can't 
lose!(CD)-Myk 


Stay Gold "Caught Up In the Moment" (Indecision, POB 5781, Huntington Beach, CA 
92815). Layered hooks and a distinct posi-structuring complete with those token builds, 
breaks, and shout-alongs comprises the debut from Washington's Stay Gold. Riding a 
line best comparable to a middle ground between the early anthem-touting Fast 
Cars..-era Fastbreak material, and that band's later Rock-infused melodic numbers, Stay 
Gold succeed where others fail by forgoing the posturing and bravado of so many like 
minded acts. With a steadfast maintenance of energetic, pile-up driven power and a 
distinct affinity for some good hooks and sing-alongs, an enjoyable gap is bridged 
between stagedive/headwalking frenzy, and "rock out" leanings. The youthful energy 
entrenched in every chord and chorus is free of the contrived scenster denim-clad 
pretense that so many crossover “Rock" acts seem to flaunt. Recommended for fans of 
the style—you know who you are.(CD)-Ramek 


Strife "Angermeans" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St., Suite 504, Chicago, IL 60607). How 
can you have a track named "Life Stained Red" then the next one called "Spill No Blood?" 
More injustice-noting Hardcore to give you a headache when you're already 
ill...(CD)-Paltrowitz 


Strife "Angermeans" (Victory, 346 N. Justine St., Suite 504, Chicago, IL 60607). | was 
never much of a Strife fan back in the day, and their newest endeavor doesn't do much 
to sway my opinion of the band much. Middling, muddled, dark Moshcore with 
screeched/growled pseudo-political/social introspective diatribes. A solid delivery (as is 
largely the case with much of this band's previous endeavors) can't alter the generic, 
neither here nor there flavor that this band wields, coming off unconditionally stale, 
languid, and wholly uninventive to these ears (as was the case years ago). Not much to 
write home about, in truth. The pace-changing drone of the chugging blasts of sound 
herein do little to impress.(CD)-Ramek 


Strike Anywhere "Change Is A Sound" (Jade Tree, 2310 Kennwynn Rd., Wilmington, 
DE 19810). This CD features average, melodic Hardcore which reminded me of H20, but 
was a bit more angry and political in the vox and lyrics department. Strike Anywhere do 
manage to lay down some memorable riffs on occasion, but unfortunately, folks, you'll 
be better off passing this disc up until these guys release something better. ‘Nuff 
said.(CD)-Alex 


Strobe Talbot "20 Pop Songs" (Alternative Tentacles, POB 419092, San Francisco, CA 
94141-9092). Immeasurable new material from Jad Fair (known for his collaborations 
with Sonic Youth, Yo La Tengo.) I'm a sucker for monsters, robots, and retro packaging, 
and this disc has it all. Songs like “Fury of the Wolfman" “It, The Monster" and “The 
Vampires Sang” really tug at my heartstrings. Fun, catchy Pop tunes that make you wish 
for Springtime picnics with your lover..awwww.(CD)-Weiss 


Superchunk "Here's to Shutting Up" (Merge, POB 1235, Chapel Hill, NC 27514). Ever 
since 1997's Indoor Living Superchunk have been trying to mature from the hook-laden 
Indie Punk Rock that helped make them the poster children for mid '90s indie scene, but 
over the course of two mediocre albums, and experimenting with different instruments 
and sounds within the construct of pop music, Superchunk lost a good "chunk" of the 
hook that made their past releases so memorable. However, on Here’s fo Shutting Up 
they successfully combine mature, intuitive song concepts and memorable melodies 
served up by Mac's falsetto, which actually sounds pretty at times on this album. There 
is the Country twang of "Phone Sex," to the Beach Boys-ish "Art Class,” then there are 
songs like "Rainy Streets" that recall the power chord rocking Superchunk of yesteryear. 
There is even "What Do You Looked Forward To?,” which is a seven plus minute organ 
dronefest that recalls what Yo La Tengo has been doing the last few years. While Here’s 
to Shutting Up may not be Slack Motherfucker, it is totally unpredictable and 
enjoyable.(CD)-Andriani 


Superkollider (Wonderdrug, POB 230995, Boston, MA 02123). Whoah, the powerful, 
crunchy sounds of Superkollider must be heard. This Boston based band has released 
a CD which has a lot in common with bands like Clutch and Meantime era Helmet. 
Superkollider pound out bottom heavy guitars, raw vox packed with emotion, and songs 
that are layered in hooks. If you dig the aforementioned bands, pick this up.(CD)-Alex 


Tabula Rasa (Tabula Rasa, 109 Dewey St., Pittsburgh, PA 15218). Bitchin’ Hardcore 
on a six song EP. Great vocals with Sabbath-type guitar riffs. Lots of cool influences 
going on here from Metal to old school.. Something for everyone and their mother. 
Tabouli however, is a Middle Eastern dish made with bulgar wheat, often served as an 
accompaniment with chicken or fish. It can leave you quite gassy.(CD)-Weiss 


The Tie That Binds "Half Past Heroes" (Arms Reach, 1624 W. Columbia, Chicago, IL 
60626). Definitely for any of you Alkaline Trio fans; it'll be heartfelt and touching, if that's 


your scene. Sad to say it ain't mine. I'm too busy listening to Trixter and 
Dokken...(CD)-Paltrowitz 
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Timo Tolkki "Hymn to Life" (Nuclear Blast, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 
90404). | like the band Stratovarious. | think they are one of the best of the Helloween 
clones. They are derivative, but they are so talented they can stretch the boundaries of 
their mimicry. Timo Tolkki is the guitar player for Stratovarious, who decided to put out 
a solo album when his other band went on hiatus. BIG FUCKIN' MISTAKE! This is the 
most pretentious, long winded, boring piece of over-indulgent crap I've heard since the 
early days of Shrapnel. | couldn't even finish the CD, it was getting on my nerves so bad. 
What makes it all the more annoying is that | think that Derek Riggs actually did the cover 
for this album. The vocals are just not great, and the guitar playing is that wanking that 
| hate so much. Michael Kiske actually guests on this disc and | can't even care. Avoid 
this like the plague.(CD)-Myk 


Tomahawk (/pecac, POB 1197, Alameda, CA 94501). Mike Patton has done it again! 
This time the eccentric vocalist of Faith No More/ Mr. Bungle/ Fantomas fame has 
assembled another Indie Rock "supergroup," if you will, with Tomahawk. The impressive 
roster that joins Patton is Duane Denison (Jesus Lizard) on guitar, Kevin Rutmanis 
(Melvins, Cows) on bass and John Stanier (Helmet) on drums. The music is very 
reminiscent of the Jesus Lizard with Denison's signature Southern distortion-laden 
Rockabilly riffs with driving bass lines and tons of sounds looming about, most of which 
are made by Patton's voice and his assemblage of effects pedals. And while Patton is 
no David Yow, Yow is no Patton, so fans of both Jesus Lizard and any of Patton's work 
should easily find the Tomahawk in to their record collections. The is easily Patton's 
most accessible "Rock" work since his days in Faith No More. With this recent 
Tomahawk album, and upcoming collaboration with The Dillinger Escape Plan, Patton 
seems committed to injecting life and inventiveness back into rock music.(CD)-Andriani 


Traitors “Everything Went Shit” (Johann's Face, POB 479164, Chicago, IL 60647). 
Thirty-three blazing Punk Rock tracks from the “most hated band in Chicago.” They 
burned fast, rocked hard, and broke up before they sucked. Features members who are 
now in Apocalypse Hoboken and Alkaline Trio. Fast, snotty, and vicious.. Traitors would 
have crashed at your house, drank all your beer, and fucked your mom.(CD)-Weiss 


Transmatic (Immortal, 1650 21st St., Santa Monica, CA 90404). This album is a cross 
between the Goo Goo Dolls, Creed, Matchbox 20, and Fuel. In other words, it is my 
favorite album of the year. Hey Transmatic, go fuck yourselves!(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Until the End “Blood In the Ink” (Eulogy, POB 8692, Coral Springs, FL 33075). South 
Florida sXe. Throaty vocals, harsh compositions, and great sing-along choruses. 
Features ex-members of Keepsake, Culture, and Where Ever. For fans of Hatebreed and 
Death Threat.(CD)-Weiss 


Us Versus Them (Building 2/872 Military Rd, Mosman, NSW AU 2088). It can't get any 
more Emo than this. “I want to cry... No, | want to scream. No, | want to whine. No, | want 
to sing." These are poor, tortured souls here folks. Buy their $9 EP and help put a smile 
on an Emo kid's face.(CD)-Weiss 


VIA “A Fistful of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Vol. 7" (Victory, POB 146546, Chicago, IL 60614). 
Nineteen Rock n' Roll tracks. This disc is a good sampler of Rock bands out there. Some 
standouts are The Donnas, Wonderfools, Puffball, Gels, and Adam West. Also included 
is a great essay on Rock N Roll and Punk Rock in the late '70s.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


VIA "A New Approach" (Purity, 332 Bleeker St. #F-32, New York, NY 10019). Seventeen 
tracks by 10 bands make up this New York Hardcore compilation. The best known 
names on here are Neck, Beyond Reason, and Locked In A Vacancy, but the best bands 
on this CD don't include even one of these. It really goes to show you names aren't 
everything. The best band to be found in these tracks are the two by "Kid Gorgeous." 
Other excellent tracks are put in by Unsound and Compression. To be honest, | was 
really enlightened by this disc. | wasn't familiar with most of the bands on here, and they 
have really given me hope for NYHC. Even the tracks that didn't fall into the "favorite" 
category are a pretty good showing, including Proof of Purchase and The End. To be 
honest, the only tracks | really didn't like were the ones by Neck. | never got that band and 
don't understand how they have made such a name for themselves. For all of you around 
the New York City scene, this is an excellent sampler. You have good bands playing 
around you, and here is a chance to check them out.(CD)-Myk 


VIA "Absence of Sanity" (Rat Town, POB 50803, Jax Beach, FL 32240). Great comp of 
little known Punk/HC bands! I'm just going to quote (edited) Dan of Rat Town for this 
review, because he's on the money: “These bands deserve recognition... Fuck the 
mainstream. Do yourself a favor and play this record for your friends.” 
Word.(CD)-Dan/Weiss 


V/A "Equal Vision Records Fall Sampler 2001" (Equal Vision, POB 14, Hudson, NY 
12534). This is a sampler of some of the latest bands to grace the Equal Vision roster 
and I'm pretty impressed. The label has branched out considerably, and now includes 
some hook-laden melodic Rock (Liars Academy), laid back Indie Rock (Rocking Horse 
Winner) and some melodic Hardcore with amazing female vocals (Coheed and 
Cambria). However, the best track on this is by Prevent Falls, which is off their 
forthcoming record on Equal Vision. Really terrific Punk/Hardcore with melody and hooks 
galore. Also available on this tasty slab is a new track from the almighty Burn, as well as 
mainstays Bane and Converge. This is a very good and economic way to get introduced 
to the new kids on the EVR label.(CD)-McClernon 


V/A "Fast Music Punk 2001" (Fastmusic, POB 206512, New Haven, CT 06520). The last 
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sampler | got from Fastmusic was really diverse, while this one seems to stick mostly 
to Pop Punk bands like The Fairlanes, Veronica, Travoltas, Sewing With Nancy, The 
Fonzarellies, Welton, Gamits, Slab, and hey, they even got "Fly the Flag" by Down By 
Law. Notable exceptions include Luckie Strike's (the standout on the last comp) "Danny 
Elfman Got Me Dressed Today,” sorry, but those female vocals just get me a going. Two 
Man Advantage give us some more booze-fueled Punk Rock with "Saturday Night." The 
demo version of the Circle Jerks’ "Teenage Electric" was my favorite track on here 
though, for reasons | shouldn't have to explain.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


V/A “Flying Side Kick: Home Alive Compilation 2" (Broken Rekids, POB 460402, San 
Francisco, CA 94146-0402). | remember the double disc Home Alive 1 that featured 
Exene Cervenka, Ann and Nancy Wilson, Presidents of the USA, Mia Zapata, Jello 
Biafra, The Gits, Fastbacks, Pearl Jam, 7 Year Bitch, Soundgarden, Nirvana and more. 
Volume 2 is a single disc of less famous artists, but the impact is the same. Home Alive 
is a Seattle based anti-violence project that offers affordable self-defense classes, 
provides public education and awareness, and leads local community organizing efforts. 
The songs are previously unreleased. The artists featured are: Amy Ray and The 
Butchies, The Need, The Pinkos, The Black Halos, Carrie Akre (of 
Goodness/Hammerbox,) The Makers, Zen Guerilla, Dead Moon, Carissa's Weird, 
Maktub, The Gossip, Lesliwood, Sanford Arms, Songs For Emma, Going South, and 
Graig Markel. This is a great CD for a great cause. So support fool!(CD)-Chris Munity 


VIA “Greetings” (Lobster, POB 1473, Santa Barbara, CA 93102). Lobster Records has 
one of the coolest logos in the record business and a fantastic roster of Power Pop, Math 
Rock, and modern Punk artists. This comp features highlights from Whippersnapper, 
Buck Wild, Joystick, Park, Mock Orange, Yellowcard, Staring Back, and Jargon. A 
perfect representation of a kickass label.(CD)-Weiss 


V/A "Plea For Peace: Take Action" (Sub City, POB 7495, Van Nuys, CA 91409). This is 
another Sub City benefit comp, this one for The Kristin Brooks Hope Center, which I'm 
pretty sure is for people with depression. Holy shit, do they attract an all star lineup: 
(keep in mind that these are mostly rare, unreleased, or live tracks) Alkaline Trio, Hot 
Water Music, At The Drive-In, Good Riddance, Bratmobile, Link 80, Grade, Dillinger 
Escape Plan, Cave In, AFI, The Eyeliners, Suicide Machines, The Ataris, The 
(International) Noise Conspiracy, Shai Hulud, and Thursday, just to name a few. For a 
really good cause and shit, most of the bands are at least worth checking 
out.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


V/A "Punk Chart Busters Vol. 4" (SPV, POB 2425, Trenton, NJ 08607). Obviously this is 
the fourth set in an ongoing series. This release is brought to you by the Wolverine Label 
from Dusseldorf, Germany. It is distributed in the US by SPV. This is a two disc set that 
features 53 covers done by Punk bands from all over the world. Pet Shop Boys, USA For 
Africa, John Denver, Ricky Martin, and ABBA are just a small representation of the 
covered artists that grace this collection. Some of the larger bands doing the covers are 
Squatweiler, Apocalypse Hoboken, and Face To Face. This is a lot of fun, and even my 
office co-workers got a big kick out of it, so it's a great disc to play in mixed company. 
You may even discover a couple of new bands.(CD)-Myk 


V/A "Punk Chartbusters 4" (Wolverine, Kaiserwerther Str. 166, 40475 Dusseldorf, 
Germany). Lots of bands doing lots of covers. Some highlights are from Die Toten 
Hosen, The Living End, Terrorgruppe, Squatweiler, The McCrackins, UK Subs, Mad 
Caddies, Face to Face, and Apocalypse Hoboken. A lot of the other bands on here are 
from Germany. Check it out, it's a double disc.(CD)-Chris Munity 


VIA “Punch Drunk III" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San Francisco, CA 94114). This the 
third (duh) label sampler that TKO has released and perhaps their strongest yet. The 
comp starts off with a scorcher by The Beltones, who just released their debut album on 
TKO (do yourself a favor, and please pick that record up) and doesn't let up until the end. 
Great tunes from the likes of Reducers SF, The Forgotten (covering a Generation X 
song), Sixer, the striped shirted, safety-pinned clad Stitches, The Guitar 
Gangsters'whose vocalist sounds so much like the dude from the Buzzcocks it's not 
funny“Those Unknown, Electric Frankenstein, and so many more | can't even name them 
all. The perfect record for an all-night bash... that is if the beer doesn't run out and you 
don't mind a fight or two breaking out.(CD)-McClernon 


V/A Good Riddancel/Kill Your Idols (Jade Tree, 2310 Kennwynn Rd, Wilmington, DE 
19810). The opening of this split finds Santa Cruz, California's Good Riddance opting 
to retain a vestige of the harder edged inclinations most proficiently showcased on their 
Operation Phoenix record from a few years back. Adding hints of the saccharine-layered 
melody they have been known for to the straight ahead early '80s style tumult, such 
songs of quelled rebellion ("Judas and The Morning After Pill"), and marred relationships 
("Queen and John") make a comparatively strong presence here, especially after the 
release of their last fairly diluted pop-infused full-length Symptoms Of A Leveling Spirit. 

Long Island, New York's reigning kings of Hardcore Kill Your Idols add three 
more memorable tunes to an incredibly vast repertoire, furthering a reputation for both 
quality and quantity, with their adept ability to tap a seemingly endless storehouse of 
brilliant hooks and aggressive crunch fully intact. On par with the very best of their past 
work, the start and stop trouncing of "Chesterfield King and Propagandhi," the fierce, 
straight ahead melody of "| Told You So," and the lacerating, hook-riddled force of the 
closing, triumphant "Another Great Start to A Miserable Day," which seamlessly balances 
warp speed rancor with lush, mid-tempo dual guitar orchestration, tackle the concepts 
of loneliness, desperate struggle, and grim futility with fresh, undaunted spirit and 
scathing sting. This is a nicely done split release, with an impressive display of material 
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presented by both parties involved.(CD)-Ramek 


VIA River City High/Piebald "Sampler" (Doghouse/Big Wheel Recreation, 325 
Huntington Ave. #24, Boston, MA 02115). Three songs from each band. River City High 
play catchy, cheesy, Weezer-wannabe Pop Punk. | almost puked. Even the pic of them 
on their side of the cover is horrible. | think they're ready for MTV. | liked Piebald much 
better. They reminded me of a cross between Superchunk and J Church. That's a good 
thing, and | liked their catchy Emo-Pop.(CD)-Chris Munity 


VIA UK Subs/ National Razor FDIC “Gruesome Twosome Vol 1" (VMS, 100 E 23rd St, 
Baltimore, MD 21218). UK Subs blast out six bolstering tracks of unstoppable '77 style 
Punk Rock, and a great cover of “Something In the Air.” National Razor kick fucking ass! 
Every one of their tracks is an unbelievable Street Punk anthem. Makes you wanna tear 
shit up and pogo on your neighbor's face. Great sing-along choruses. Recommended 
to all fans of quality Punk Rock!(CD)-Weiss 


V For Vendetta "Beneath This Mask Another Mask" (Mr. Lady, POB 3189, Durham, NC 
27715). Self-proclaimed Math Rock. Does that mean like Fugazi? | guess, 'cause 
musically that's all | could compare it to. Fuck comparisons though, ‘cause the tight 
musicianship and beautiful female vocals make this one stand on its own. Nice for laying 
down at night at sorting out all my emotional problems.(CD)-Corporate Whore 


The Varukers "Vintage Varukers: Rare and Unreleased 1980-1985" (Punk Core, POB 
916, Middle Island, NY 11953). The eternally pissed off Varukers have been around for 
over 20 years and this CD is a document of the early years, when they were young, loud, 
and snotty, and not so good at their respective instruments. Political Punk/Hardcore done 
by people that know their shit when it comes to writing a good tune and getting their point 
across at the same time. From their first demo, which was more straight up Punk Rock 
to the later thrashy, Discharge-esque material, there's not a bad tune in the bunch. 
Check this record out if you wanna know how one of the greatest UK Punk bands got 
their start.(CD)-McClernon 


The White Stripes "Lord, Send Me an Angel" b/w "You're Pretty Good Lookin’ (Trendy 
American Remix)" (www.sympathyrecords.com). Once in a while, the hype of a band will 
get to me and I'll buy an album to see what the fuss is all about. This happened with The 
White Stripes. "Lord, Send Me an Angel," a Blind Willy McTell cover, is probably one of 
the best songs I've ever heard, and Jack White's vocals on it are flawless. "You're Pretty 
Good Lookin’ (Trendy American Remix)" is...well, fucking amazing! Makes me think 
about why | started listening to music in the first place. Expectations and hype are far 
surpassed by the Stripes.(7")-Corporate Whore 


The White Stripes "White Blood Cells" (www.sympathyrecords.com). Jack and Meg 
White deliver their third full-length release, one of diabolical proportions. Where have | 
been, living in a fucking cave? Taking influences from Country, Blues, Rock and Roll, 
Punk, Garage, and Folk, The White Stripes cut, what could be, the best album of last 
year. The album's opener, "Dead Leaves and the Dirty Ground,” sets the tone for what 
has become one of favorite albums and bands for that matter. One song even sounds 
vaguely like "Heart-Shaped Box," and yes, that made me smile. Get your head out of your 
ass people, and check it out for yourself.(LP)-Corporate Whore 


Will Haven "Carpe Diem" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). 
Never being a fan of Will Haven's marketable "Heavy" sound, this more polished follow 
up to their Revelation records debut failed to alter my opinion of the band. "Heavy" in a 
manner that fails to transcend any pre-set parameters, a slick, streamlined blend of 
riffage sprawl and poetics that prove middling at best surfaces here. Nothing 
groundbreaking, and certainly nothing especially invigorating, either. That this band 
seems to fit in quite well with their Limp Bizkit and Slipknot tourmates (as the 
accompanying press release boasts) is yet another reason to avoid this like the 
plague.(CD)-Ramek 


The Woggles “Live at the Star Bar” (Blood Red, 2134 NE 25th, Portland, OR 97212). 
The Woggles are a damn fine band. Picture the Sonics battling James Brown in a WWF 
match. This disc captures 22 tracks of raw Rock n' Roll power.(CD)-Weiss 


The Workin’ Stiffs "Dog Tired...And Then Some" (TKO, 4104 24th St. #103, San 
Francisco, CA 94114). An entire collection of Workin’ Stiff tunes with a nice list of every 
show they've played since 1995. Made up of the Dog Tired LP as well as some tracks 
from various 7's, this neat little collection will put a smile on any beer swilling, bald 
headed punk out there. Included covers of Sham 69, GBH, and the Cockney Rejects give 
a good idea as to what kind of raw Street Punk sound these boys are trying to emulate. 
| think their song "1974" pretty much sums it all up..."Sometimes | wanna go back to 
1974, | wanna leave this place behind..."(CD)-Corporate Whore 


Zeke "Death Alley" (www.aces-eights.com). Fast as fuck Punk Rock with guitar action 
that sounds like a chainsaw cutting through a moving Harley. Really, what else is there 
to say? | mean this isn't even Punk Rock, it's Metal, no shit. Sixteen tracks clocking in at 
28:31, and the best part is that the guys from ALL produced this. Songs like "Evil Dead,” 
"Death Alley," "On the Run," and "Evil Woman" might give one the impression that they 
are a political Punk band, but fear not, this one is all about doing blow and operating 
machinery. Oh, and the inside sleeve is a direct, intentional or not, ripoff of an old Tad 
album.(CD)-Corporate Whore 
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H20 "It Was A Good Day" b/w "| Want More" (Side One Dummy, 6201 
Sunset Blvd Suite 211, Hollywood, CA 90028). H20's new 7" can be described 
best as NO JOKE, FOOL! H20 represents two of South Central L.A.'s hardest 
and most talented artists with these amazing covers: Ice Cube's "It Was A Good 
Day’ and Suicidal Tendencies’ “| Want More." Comes on nice blue vinyl. Perfect 
for all you fake ass gangstas and silly ass prankstas. Word is bond! 

Electric Frankenstein "Sick As A Dog" b/w "Sex and Dying In High 
Society" (With An X, 66 Hope St, Brooklyn, NY 11211). Electric Frankenstein 
can best be described as a catchy, rousing, classic Punk Rock and Roll hybrid 
band that blows you out of your fucking socks. EF never releases crap, they are 
one of the few bands that are consistent in the high quality of music they create 
and produce. This latest 7" release is no exception. If this sounds like your kind 
of tune-age go buy this RIGHT NOW. 

The Damned (NDN, POB 131471, The Woodlands, TX 77393). A 
nice white vinyl 7" EP (live) for all you fans of the old school Punk Rock. Groovy 
cover of Hawaii 5-O theme song. 

The Disaster "With Years Left to Go" (Endwell, 19 Stori Rd, 
Newburgh, NY 12550). A very cool 7" EP. This is progressive Hardcore/Punk 
with an upbeat sound; lots of energy, heart, and effort were put into these songs. 
| like it! 

69 A Go Go "New Flava" (With An X, 66 Hope St., Brooklyn, NY 
11211). 69 A Go Go kicks ass! "New Flava" is one of the coolest songs | have 
heard in a very long time. Snotty wicked carnal sounding Punk Rock and Roll 
done the RIGHT way. Hell yeah! 

The Hatchbacks (Turkey Baster, POB 222059, Dallas, TX 75222). 
A green colored 7" that will blow the doors off of your lame ass! You need 
excitement or just feeling bored and stagnant? This 7" will rev yer ass up into 
overdrive pardner! Rock and Roll! 

Apocalypse Babys "Full Metal Racket" (FUG, POB 11157, 
Pensacola, FL 32524). This 7" is not bad, but it isn't too great either. I'm not too 
excited over this band. Spend your money elsewhere my friend! 

The Glory Holes (Dirtnap, POB 21249, Seattle, WA 98111). More 
RnR. Nothing out of the ordinary here, this band sounds like the countless many 
other RnR bands playing this type of stuff as of late. Not bad, but nothing to go 
crazy over. 

Dwarf Bitch "7 Miles to the Pabco Turnoff" (Meat Slap, POB 73034, 
Las Vegas, NV 89170). YYYEEESSSS! This 7" EP is loud, angry, and smart! 
Heavy, pissed off Hardcore Punk screamed right in your fucking face that will 
make you want to break shit up and thrash the nearest MTV's TRL viewer into a 
bloody coma! Play this record for grandma and grandpa! Highly recommended. 

Porcelain Decay (Porcelain Decay, 61 East 20th St., Huntington 
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Station, NY 11746). This is a very impressive first release from this LI Hardcore 
Punk band. This band has a positive message, intelligent and well-written lyrics, 
as well as a tight sound that ranges from furious to mellow. Look out for these 
guys, they kick ass! 

Red Alert "Psychotic Reaction” (PsychoBubblegum, POB 321, West 
Haven, CT 06516). Ahh ha! This is a very good find indeed, Punk Rock that will 
make you want to pogo, protest and drink PRJ until you piss your pants! There's 
one live song recorded at CB's, and a great cover of my favorite UK Subs song, 
"Warhead," on pretty red vinyl. PUNK ROCK! Go buy it! 

V/A Fleshies/ The Phantom Limbs (Spam, POB 21588, El 
Sobrante, CA 94820). The Fleshies side will run over you like a steamroller, loud, 
messy, snotty, RnR noise that will flatten yer ass! The Phantom Limbs is a weird 
carnival of horror that reminds me of a hybrid between The Misfits and The 
Beatles. Each band does one cover of the other. COOL! | like it! | like it! 

The Dogs "Class of 1970" (Dionysus, POB 1975, Burbank, CA 
91507). GODDAMN! "Class of 1970" on side A of this 7" is wicked man, wicked 
| tell you! This song got my adrenaline going right away, but side B, "Rebel Rock” 
is no dish of chopped liver either; however it is a low-fi recording but still cranks 
once the volume is turned up. This band has class as well as some serious talent. 
BUY IT! 

Epoxies (Dirtnap, POB 21249, Seattle, WA 98111). Poppy, punky 
and '80's New Waves type sounds here are reeeeaallly cool! It's a combination 
of Space Robot Scientists and The Knack on a mixture of mescaline and Blue 
Mermaids. | dig it, and you might too. It's different and it's done well. Try it, you'll 
like it! 

The Deadbeats "Damned Since Day One" b/w “Another Shot" (With 
An X, 66 Hope St, Brooklyn, NY 11211). Hmmm... The Deadbeats may not pay 
their child support or have jobs, but they go to work on this 7". These guys sound 
like The Turbo AC's on steroids and Old Granddad whiskey. Good stuff. 

The Spades (RRR c/o Marlel Janssens, Oosthamestwg 12g, 3587 
Beverlo, Beringen, Belgium). This Belgian band is no joke man, heavy sounding 
rapid fire Rock and Roll with cajones. Good job on the cover of "Cock In My 
Pocket" by Iggy Pop. Worth checking out. 

V/A A Planet For Texas/Bob City (Diaphragm, 2480 Indianola Ave., 
Columbus, OH 43202). A Planet for Texas has two hilarious Pogo Punk tunes 
here on side 1; these guys sound like a more aggressive and pissed off 
Screeching Weasel. Bob City rocks out on the flipside with a sort of balls out 
sloppy Classic Rock sound that grabs you by the family jewels and squeezes 
hard. 

Idiot Humans (Smog Veil, 774 Mays #10-454, Incline Village, NV 
89451). The Idiot Humans are different, playing weird, morbid Punk that sounds 
like the Dead Kennedy's on acid. | enjoy listening to this 7" and you might too. 
Comes on marble green vinyl. Give it a spin. 

Fat Ass "Another Great Day In Shithole" (Diaphragm, POB 10388, 
Columbus OH 43201). Fat Ass does the RnR thing, and they don't do it 
particularly well or horribly. I'm ambivalent. | like the jacket photo. 

Carrion (Lysergic Soul Drain, 90 Kings Crest Dr. Apt 304, Stafford, 
VA 22554). Heavy man, | mean far out, | mean groovy... | mean, what the fuck 
is this music? It's trippy Hardcore with lyrics that are way too introspective for me 
to understand. | had a bad trip dude! Just say NO! 

Defnics 2001 "Look At Me Mom I'm Not Dead" (Smog Veil, 774 Mays 
#10-454, Incline Village, NV 89451). The title of this 7" is very much the story of 
my life, therefore | rather enjoyed giving this red colored vinyl 7" a spin. Side 2, 
"51 Percent" is recorded live and is no slouch either. Tight, melodic sounding 
Punk with that old school flavor reminiscent of the great Southern California Punk 
bands of the early '80s. Righteous indeed. 

Media Whores "1984" (Break Up, POB 15372, Columbus, OH 
43215). | enjoyed this 7" a great deal more than the last record | reviewed by 
these guys. Give this a try. 

Unnatural Axe "Brain Damage" b/w "Bombing & Burying" (DU/, POB 
46073, Mt. Clemens, MI 48046). This band sounds loud, primal and right out of 
the garage. These guys sound like they know what they're doing, and play two 
tight Punk Rock tunes that are quite impressive. This band reminds me ofa 
Detroit version of the Dead Boys. 

Dirt Bike Annie "Superscope" (Break Up, POB 15372, Columbus, 
OH 43215). Dirt Bike Annie is an awesome name for a band! Anyway, DBA 
keeps the mood light with four pretty cool melodic poppy sounding Punk tunes 
that will cheer you up on a rainy day. | like it. 


Shout Outs to all the members of the disbanded Team Genius, Malex, Killer 
Crowley, Steff, Tom Swampass, Rymus, The Mayor, Craig Freedom, CCW 
Vinyard, Corporate Alt, Lil Mulrooney, Rob Rash, Jen, lan, Sean and Zoe, 
Henenlotter, King's Club Mike and the apple of my eye, Ginger. 
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higsle(os elev 

acoustic stage 
mentor sessions 
keynote speakers 
new media exhibits 
boston music awards 
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The first three “ i BP Uitk f mL Ria 
Episodes from ete Mog | 
the only TV show — yy 
ever created 
8 about the punk : 
scene. FOAPP #7 : 
follows the *" % FE pee 
adventures of four 
young punks trying 
to save their non- *. 
profit punk club, ya 
and their scene. ....% 
You'll never see it *~ 
onTV.orevenon % 
the internet! ° enarspeupapieenenge manne seine =paet 
; - EMSRS THE: Beuneing Gauls 
You can only see it _ 2 
on VHS tape and aie oo! RPISUHE THREE: Sick Of it ALL 
DVD from Kung Fae: rae 2830 a8 : ea EXTRR BORDER SOOTRBE™ 
Home Video. « iso Ores se Seon Fuel @ 
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MEET NEW PEOPLE THE FUN WAY! 
1-900-860-2700 ext.. 6481 $2.99 a minute, must be 
18 years. Serve-U (619) 645-8434 


UNDER THE VOLCANO AD REP WANTED! 
Under the Volcano fanzine is looking for a bright, 
honest, autonomous person with their own leads to 
sell ad space to music/lifestyle-related businesses 
other than record labels! Commission. No calls, 
please! Email Rich at RBlackUTV@aol.com 


MAD-MAN OR GENIUS? YOU DECIDE. Get the 
latest FREE cassette from Skidd Freeman. Simply 
send your mailing address to: P.O. Box 4281, East 
Lansing, MI 48826 or email at: 
skiddfreeman@webtv.net (One per household 
please). 


PUNK VIDEOS! www.maxpages.com/punkvideo 
or write for HUGE list, free! Evan O’ Brien, 34B 
Colonial Dr., New Paltz, NY 12561. 


SOMETHING IN THE WATER: THE SECRET 
HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND PUNK! New CD of 
rare and outta print tracks by Jimi LaLumia and The 
Psychotic Frogs, Nihilistics, Dead Virgins, Horror 
Planet, and Sea Monster! www.interpunk.com 


deep elm records Sound Spirit fury 


oy 


slowride asisurvve seven storey 


braedtson 
the suicide bomber cd.$13 dividing by zero ed.$13 dial in sounds 


cd.$13 


TALENT WANTED: YOUNG WOMEN interested in 
beginning a career in the porn industry. Contact Mr. 
Big at: GoodGoodLuvini@yahoo.com 


ONE INCH BUTTONS! Great for band or label 
fundraiser! Prices starting at just 15 bucks! We take 
checks, money order and Pay Pal. Give us a try! For 
more info, check out 
http://fullcirclepros.trpod.com or drop a note to 
Full Circle Productions, P.O. Box 1656, 
Leonardtown, Maryland, USA 20650. (301) 769- 
4100. 


PUNK AND HARDCORE SHOWS ON VIDEO! 
Maxpages.com/punkvideo 


IF YOU LIKE TO DO DRUGS AND WANT TO 
start up a band, please write to: 
bpm1600@yahoo.com. Passion is a prerequisite. 
Talent and skill are not. 


UP-TO-DATE SPORTS/SPREADS, STOCKS! 
1-900-656-1800 ext. 9493 $2.99 a minute, must be 
18 years. Serve-U (619) 645-8434 


FINALLY! WWW.UNDERTHEVOLCANO.NET 
is up and running! 


AS | SURVIVE THE Suicime Bei 

DALLAS, TX - Firing on all cylinders, SLOWRIDE's brand of hook4aden, melodic rock is, 
energetic, aggressive and in-your-face. A layering of punk guitars behind catchy melodies and 
smooth vocals, SUICIDE BOMBER is a smartly served dose of perfectly executed, pop-fueled 
unk...a truly inspirational, punk masterpiece. Not since Jawbreaker has any band so 
successfully combined heartbreaking melody and white noise. (11 songs/42 min). DER-406 


Lollipop is: 


fire 


HORROR GARAGE AD REP WANTED! 

Under the Volcano is looking for a bright, honest, 
autonomous person to sell ad space to 
horror/literature-related businesses for our other 
publication, Horror Garage. Knowledge of horror, 
dark fiction, or the book-publishing industry 
preferred. We're looking for someone able to 
generate their own leads. Commission. No calls, 
please! Email Rich at RBlackUTV@aol.com 


VIDEOS! Agnostic Front, Madball, Neurosis, 
Helmet, Melvins, Slayer, S.O.1.A., Cows, Antiseen, 
Samhain, Alice Donut, 7 Seconds, Sepultura, Nick 
Cave, Laughing Hyenas, Napalm Death, Pain 
Teens, Skinny Puppy, Nausea, Killing Time, 
Unsane, Sheer Terror, Snapcase, Jesus Lizard, 
Underdog, C.0.C., Boss Hog, Biohazard, Bruisers, 
Foetus, Lunachicks, Machine Head, Zorn, Voivod, 
Cro-Mags, Didjits, Tar, mucho mas!!! Send either 
$1, trade list, or 3 stamps for list to: JAYBIRD, P.O. 
Box 417, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056. 


MEET NEW PEOPLE THE FUN WAY! 
1-900-860-2700 ext.. 6481 $2.99 a minute, must be 
18 years. Serve-U (619) 645-8434 


+ interviews & non-linear jabbexjawing 


with Alterna-whatever hatshots. 


* Tors of reviews whick are often more 
interesting than the CDs themseives. 


+ Movies, videos, comics, books, 
‘zines, other stuff we got far free, 





the appleseed cast 
fow level owl: vol. 2 cd.$73 
drivel. 


. essays, post-Prazac pon: 
derings, and other seif-refereniial 


For a FREE sample, 
mention this ad. 


prices postpaid usa - canada add $1 - world add $3 - get all SIX emo diaries cd compilations (87 songs) for $59 ppd usa (S69 world) 
8 hour order processing - credit-debit-check-cash-money orders - SAMPLER with 19 songs/14 bands only $3 PPD WORLDWIDE 
coming: camber “wake up and be happy” - tewis “even so” « slowride/red animal war ep - emo diaries 7 “me against the world” 


post box 36939 charlotte, nc 28236 usa - (704) DE-DIRECT 
order@deepeim.com - sounds, tours, news, contests, more... 


* Lote of pretty artwork loa. iLimit one per person, U.S, aniy.} 


Lollipop Magazine, PO Box 441493, Beston, MA 62144, 617-623-5318 
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a : | Ask for Poisdn The Well COs and ibe shirts at you 
ore Phone: Toll Free 1-866-TK-RULES! Web; WVIW.TRUSTAILL.COM 


Pie Ouuesia Or Usceuge CUM e | _ _ Trustkili Records. 23 Farm Edge Lane. finton Falls, NJ Oy y28, USA. 


Featuring Nerdy & Slice Papel . : Send $1 for a Catalog & Stickel, or $4 for an Hlerachive sampler Ob, 
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346 N Justine Suite 5 
CHICAGO, IL 60607 





victoryrecords.com 
takingbacksunday.com 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY THURSDAY STUDENT RICK SNOWDOGS 


Tell All Your Friends vwrt76 Full Collapse vr145 Soundtrack For A Generation vr158 Animal Farm ve174 
In Stores March 26! In Stores Now! In Stores Now! In Stores March 12! 





